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NEWS-TIMES Active aquarium
The N.C. Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores 

has a busy summer planned with activities 
and educational programs.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Barbara Curry, Atlantic Beach
William Madson Jr., Asheville
Glenn Geraghty, Mill Creek

Carolyn Kern, Newport
Robert Gainey, Fayetteville
James Guthrie Jr., Newport

Helen Peele, Havelock
Joseph Eudy, New Bern

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Repairs nearly
complete at
historic OBG

FRC EAST CHANGE

See story, Page 5A

OF COMMAND

TOP: Col. Clarence T. Harper III, U.S. Marine Corps, thanks 
the crew of Fleet Readiness Center East as he is relieved 

of command Friday aboard Marine Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point in Havelock. ABOVE: A crowd gathers for FRC East’s 

change of command ceremony Friday. RIGHT: Capt. Mark E. 
Nieto, U.S. Navy, assumes command of the FRC East Friday 

during the ceremony. (Dylan Ray photos)

Town looks to reopen site
BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Repairs to 
the Old Burying Grounds are 
nearing completion. 

This is according to 
Town Planner Kyle Garner 
who recently intimated that 
the work to restore the Old 
Burying Grounds to its pre-
Hurricane Florence status 
could be completed any day 
now. 

As of now, the Old Burying 
Grounds website still says the 
site is closed. 

“The Old Burying Grounds 
is currently closed for repairs 
due to damage from Hurricane 
Florence,” confirms the web-
site. 

The news of it being close 
to completion comes months 
after Hurricane Florence made 
landfall and caused serious 
damage to areas throughout 
the county. 

In the days that followed 
Hurricane Florence’s land-
fall, it became clear the Old 
Burying Grounds, like many 
areas of the county, was not 
spared from severe storm 
damage. 

Much of the damage at 
the site stemmed from high 
winds that, among other 
things, downed branches 
throughout the property. The 
downed branches not only 

Owners urged
to protect pets
in summer heat

As school year draws to a close, HIES sees milestone retirement

Harkers Island Elementary School students give a group hug Wednesday to head custodian 
Minnetta Nelson, who retired Friday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

HARKERS ISLAND — As 
the school year draws to a close, 
Harkers Island Elementary 
School head custodian Minnetta 
Nelson laid down her broom 
Friday to retire after 20 years of 
service.

Affectionately 
known as the 
“school mom,” 
those who’ve 
worked with her, 
along with stu-
dents, said the 
school halls won’t 
be the same with-
out her.

“She’s probably 
been the leading 
influence in our school culture,” 
principal Al Roberson said 
Wednesday. “We have a very 
tightknit group of staff, and she 
is the glue that has held them 
together.”

Students were quick to say 
they’ll miss her hugs.

First-grade student Lillian 
Selby said, “She’s always sweet, 

so it’s kind of sad. I give her 
hugs every morning.”

Ms. Nelson is among an 
estimated 35 employees retir-
ing at the end of the 2018-
19 school year. Although the 
official last day of school is 
Thursday, the beloved custodian 

said she retired a few days early 
so she can return in six months 
to volunteer for the Core Sound 
Decoy Festival, which is held at 
the school the first weekend in 
December.

“There’s some sort of rule 
that doesn’t allow an employee 
who retires to volunteer or work 
for six months in the school 

‘Because I’ve grown up here, I already know 
most of the kids when they start here and had 
some of their parents, too. I love all of the kids 
because you get to know them all.’              

— Minnetta Nelson
Retired Harkers Island Elementary School 

head custodian

system,” Ms. Nelson said. “I 
didn’t want to take a chance on 
not being able to volunteer for 
the festival.”

That’s typical of Ms. Nelson, 
whose love for her school, stu-
dents, staff and community is 
quickly apparent to those who 

spend time with 
her.

Harkers Island 
first-grade teacher 
Jill Lindstrom said, 
“I’ve been a teach-
er and parent a long 
time, and I can say 
I’ve never seen a 
person who loves 
her school, loves 
her staff and loves 
her students like 

Ms. Minnetta does. Everything 

See HIES / Page 4A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — Volunteers 
at the county’s animal shelter 
were busy Thursday filling 
plastic pools 
with water for 
dogs to keep 
cool while they 
played outside.

W h i l e 
the Carteret 
C o u n t y 
Humane Society Animal 
Shelter buildings are 
equipped with fans and lim-
ited air conditioning, the 
area has experienced record 
heat in May and summer is 
fast approaching.

Thanks to workers and vol-
unteers, the shelter animals 
are keeping cool. However, 
other pets in the commu-

nity aren’t as fortunate because 
owners are exposing them to 
dangerous heat conditions that 
can lead to death.

Dr. Sam Schmitt with Austin 
V e t e r i n a r y 
practice in 
Beaufort said 
W e d n e s d a y 
he’s already 
treated two 
dogs in the 
past week for 

heat-related illnesses, and one 
died.

“They were both older dogs 

and people need to keep in 

mind that younger and older 

dogs are more prone to heat 

stroke,” Mr. Schmitt said. “If 

they are outside you need to 

keep fresh, clean water and 

INSIDE TODAY

Find tips on how to protect your 
pet as temperatures rise, Page 4A.

See Heat / Page 4A

See Repairs / Page 5A

Ms. Minnetta does comes from 

love, and that includes feeding 

us. She makes the best home-

made meals.”

Mr. Roberson agreed her 

home cooking, especially des-

serts, will be missed at school 
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