
Be
co

m
e

a
su

bs
cr

ib
er

!

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
75¢
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County leaders look back on the dev-
astation of Florence 3 years later 1B

Sports
Mariners net fi rst goal against West since 
2016, 8B
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Sunday, Sept. 19
Low:  1:08 am  1:10 pm
High:  7:05 am  7:31 pm

Monday, Sept. 20 
Low:  1:49 am  1:58 pm
High:  7:51 am  8:14 pm

TIDES Tuesday, Sept. 21
Low:  2:28 am  2:43 pm
High:  8:33 am  8:53 pm

Wednesday, Sept. 22
Low:  3:03 am  3:25 pm
High:  9:12 am    9:31 pm

See VIRUS Page 2A

EMERALD ISLE

health department boosts personnel to aid with covId-19 response

MOREHEAD CITYby the numberscrime in carteret co.
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overdose/ attempted suicide184
overdoses & att empted suicides saw a sharp spike in 2020 and have risen 400% since 2013
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drug offense increased more 500% between 2006 and 2009

400

  50

2004 20202009 2012 2017
rape and sexual assault

  80

  60

46

  70

59

82

56

65

carteret county saw a 15-year high in rape/sexual assault arrests in 2012

*Number refl ects when an 
actual incident report that was 

taken by the Carteret County 
Sheriff’s Department

reported cases, deaths and trends
cases hospitalized deaths fully vax

daily avg per 100k 14-day change per 100k 14-day change daily avg per 100k % of pop
nc 6.786 65 up 1% 34 up 1% 74.6 .71 48%
carteret 60 87 up 43% 31 up 24% 0 .84 51%*
onslow 156 79 up 6% 37 up 29% 2.9 1.44 49%
craven 95 93 up 11% 37 up 7% 1 .98 49%

*According to Carteret County Helath Deaprtment

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

The Carteret County 
Health Department is hir-
ing fi ve full- or part-time 
employees to assist with 
screening, testing and 
other duties related to 
the agency’s coronavirus 
pandemic response.

The County Con-
solidated Human Services 
Board approved the use 
of state and federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security, or CARES, Act funds for the 
positions Monday during its meeting, held via 
Zoom.

The state has provided $115,000 in temporary 
funds to hire a public health nurse that will act as 
a school health liaison to assist with screening, 
testing and vaccine administration. Last year, the 
Carteret County school system hired additional 
school nurses to help manage the workload. 

“The nurse will be focused on supporting 

the school nurses with 
isolation and quaran-
tine, as well as positive 
case contract tracing in 
schools,” County Health 
Director Nina Oliver said. 
“This will be a health 
department position, but 
will work with the schools 
countywide.”

The health department 
is currently recruiting for 
the position.

In addition, the department hired an immuniza-
tion program nurse and a part-time COVID-19 
tester, who started Monday. 

Plus, “We are in the process of recruiting for 
another COVID tester as testing demands continue 
to increase,” Ms. Oliver said.

The consolidated board also approved the hire 
of a temporary medical assistant to assist with CO-
VID-related duties at the health department. The 

covid-19 vs influenza14,468
reported nc deaths from covId-19 in past 16 months1,275
reported nc deaths influenza in past 10 years

vaccinated vs unvaccinated539
Infection rate per 100,000 people ofunvaccinated121
Infection rate per 100,000 people ofvaccinated

15 timeshigher

“case rates are increasing at the greatest among 18- to 24-year-olds, followed by 0- to 17-year-olds. case rates for children are higher than january peak levels.”‘‘ county health director nina oliverhelp & hope
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While work to preserve the two-lane B. 
Cameron Langston Bridge from Cape Carteret 
to Emerald Isle halted over the summer, it’s 
about to resume, necessitating lane closures 
once again.

Emerald Isle town manager Matt Zapp 
reported the resumption, which the N.C. 
Department of Transportation says will begin 
Monday, Oct. 4, during the town board of 
commissioners meeting Tuesday night. Mr. 
Zapp said he’d been notifi ed by NCDOT at 
about 3 p.m. Tuesday.

“There will be lane closures fi ve to seven 
days a week,” he said, and the state depart-
ment says the work will likely continue 
through May.

“Motorists should expect a lane closure 
between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. Monday through 
Friday,” an NCDOT release states. 

lane closures are back:
NCDOT to resume work on Emerald Isle bridge in Oct.

Work to preserve the bridge to Emerald Isle is expected to resume in early October, necessitating 
lane closures. (Town of Emerald Isle photo)See BRIDGE Page 2A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

than in the vaccinated

mortality rate in the unvaccinated is

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=c7501ed7-b1fe-59b4-924c-a8d7d87c39df
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8B&uuid=c7501ed7-b1fe-59b4-924c-a8d7d87c39df
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=c7501ed7-b1fe-59b4-924c-a8d7d87c39df
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=c7501ed7-b1fe-59b4-924c-a8d7d87c39df
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=c7501ed7-b1fe-59b4-924c-a8d7d87c39df

