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NEWS-TIMES ‘Bike the Banks’
Registration has started for the fifth 

annual Emerald Isle Bike the Banks/
Crystal Coast Lighthouse Challenge.
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BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The state laid out its case 
last week against David Isaiah Godwin, accused 
of first-degree murder for the 2016 killing of a 
Morehead City woman.

The trial began Monday in Carteret County 
Criminal Superior Court, with assistant district 
attorneys David Spence and Ashley Eatmon pros-
ecuting. Mr. Godwin is represented by attorneys 
Ernest “Buddy” Conner Jr. and Philip Clarke III, 
and Judge Joshua Willey is presiding over the 
case.

The state contends Mr. Godwin, 28, of Newport, 
killed Wendy Tamagne, 38, in the early morning 
hours of July 4, 2016 in her home at Country Club 
Apartments in Morehead City. They say he beat, 
strangled and stabbed her, then dismembered her 
body.

Prosecutors called about 20 witnesses to the 
stand to testify in front of a panel of 15 jurors.

Among the witnesses were some of Ms. 
Tamagne’s family and friends, who described the 
deceased woman as fun-loving and kind-hearted. 
She left behind one teenage son, who she was 
close to, according to her family.

“She was a beautiful woman who was full of 
life,” her mother, Jill Lykins said on the stand 
Monday.

Ms. Lykins said Ms. Tamagne liked to play 
pranks and had a great sense humor. She also 
loved animals and had two pet cats and two guin-
ea pigs. One of the cats and one guinea pig were 
also found dead on the scene of the murder.

According to the state’s timeline, Mr. Godwin 
and Ms. Tamagne, who were friends, went for 
drinks the night of July 3, 2016, to George’s Bar 
& Grill, now Shipwreck’s, in Morehead City. A 
bartender and the manager testified they saw the 
pair at the bar, and the state introduced credit card 
receipts bearing Mr. Godwin’s name as evidence. 
There was also surveillance footage at the bar, 
showing them there together.

Next, the state says the pair went back to Ms. 
Tamagne’s apartment. The attorneys introduced 
into evidence text message transcripts between 
Ms. Tamagne and Zeke Mann, who she was dat-
ing at the time, from around 3 a.m. the morning of 
July 4. Those were apparently the last messages 
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar

William Rawls, Newport
Myrtle Watts, Morehead City

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY — 

Though the calendar says April, 
two one-stop early voting sites 
will open Wednesday across the 
county for voters to participate in 
the primary contests for the spe-
cial election for the U.S. House 
of Representatives.

Early voting begins this week 
ahead of the Tuesday, April 30 
primary contests in the race to 
fill the vacant seat of Rep. Walter 
Jones Jr., who died in February. 

One-stop runs from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. weekdays at the County 
Board of Elections office, 
1702 Live Oak St., Suite 200, 
in Beaufort, and Western Park 
Community Center, 275 Old 
Highway 58 in Cedar Point.

One Saturday early voting 
period will be held April 27 from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The session 
marks the end of the early voting 
period for the primaries.

The county office reported 
Friday that thus far, there hasn’t 
been a lot of interest in the spe-
cial election, and the office has 
mailed out fewer than 50 absen-
tee ballots to voters.  

However, a large number of 
candidates opted into the race. 
Republicans face a packed pri-
mary ballot of 17 candidates, 
Democrats have six hopefuls to 
choose from and Libertarians 
have their choice of two. 

As the state’s deadline to reg-
ister to vote has passed, voters 
must vote the ballot of their 
registered party affiliation. They 
will not be allowed to change 
their party affiliation to vote a 
different party’s ballot.

“They cannot change affilia-
tion at the one-stop site. People 
don’t like that, but that’s the 

Assistant district attorney David Spence prepares witnesses on the first day of the Godwin murder case trial 
Monday at the courthouse in Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — A group of students carefully studied 
the parts of a plant Wednesday in the dining room of Ann Marie 
Necaise, who has a master’s degree in zoology.

“Who can list the ways flowers attract insects for pollination?” 
the mother of three asked the group of elementary and middle 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

BOGUE BANKS — The 
$20.1 million western Bogue 
Banks beach nourishment proj-
ect kept chugging along last 
week, finally reaching Emerald 
Isle Wednesday after comple-
tion of work in Indian Beach 
and Salter Path.

According to Greg Rudolph, 

manager of the Carteret County 
Shore Protection Office, the 
Great Lakes Dredge and Dock 
Co. hopper dredge Liberty 
Island was working eastward, 
pumping sand from a pipeline 
at 8th Street in Emerald Isle at 
the middle of the week, and is 
scheduled to be joined Monday 
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Charlie 
Martin of 

Greenville, 
left, judges 

a cooked pig 
Saturday dur-

ing the 41st 
annual Newport 

Pig Cookin’ 
Contest at 

Newport 
Community 

Park. (Dylan 
Ray photo)
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Pig Cookin’ a success

Ann Marie Necaise of Morehead City teaches a lesson on 
plants Wednesday in her dining room. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — Chris Fineran 
of Little River, S.C. has again won 
first place in the 41st Newport Pig 
Cookin’ Contest, taking home the 
$1,000 cash prize. 

This marks the third year Mr. 
Fineran has won. He first com-
peted in 2016, when he took first 
place, and won a second time in 
2017. 

Brooke South of Newport took 
second place this year, winning a 
$500 cash prize, while 14-year-old 
Casey Fields, also of Newport, 
took third place and a $400 cash 
prize. 

Mr. Fineran was pleased and 
excited to have won again. 

“We’ve been here four times 
and won three of the four,” he said. 
“We’re ‘Beach Boys Barbecue.’ 
We’re a two-time N.C. State 
champion and a three-time Pit 
Master of the Year (by the N.C. 
Pork Council).” 

One thing that makes this year’s 
contest stand out is contest orga-
nizers expect to break $1 million 
dollars raised. Local charities and 
organizations help run the contest 
each year, and the revenue gener-
ated goes to those groups. 

Mr. Fineran said he’s proud to 
be a part of a contest that shows so 

much local support. 
“This is a community that 

most communities should want to 
model themselves after,” he said, 
“to raise this much money for 
local charities.”  

This year’s pig cooking con-
test started out with cloudy skies 
and a bit of rain Friday, though 
most of it passed by Newport. 
During the opening ceremonies, 
Contest President Jim Bristle 
said this year’s contest was dedi-
cated to Charles Hill, a contest 
managing board member who 
died this year. Saturday, the day 
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