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Starting with 
a reception 
Saturday, The 
Core Sound 
Museum Store in 
Morehead City will 
display drawings 
of scenes Down 
East by Bruce 
Tarkington.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Edna Mason, Crab Point
Lela Gray, Newport
Sally Hughes, Newport
James Torbit, Jacksonville
Jeanie Smith, Swansboro

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Residents speak against
offshore seismic survey

Beach
panel
settles
on next
project

Tom Kies, left, president of the Carteret County Chamber of Commerce and president 
of the Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast, speaks against seismic test-
ing along the Crystal Coast to N.C. Department of Environmental Quality members, from 
left, Tancred Miller, Braxton Davis and Daniel Govoni Monday at the Crystal Coast Civic 
Center in Morehead City. (Dylan Ray photo)

County gives maritime foundation
$600K for Gallants Channel venture

Police: Swimmer pulled from 
ocean off Emerald Isle dies

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Following 
two different Monday evening 
presentations, organizers behind 
efforts to construct a new N.C. 
Maritime Museum and campus 

managed to garner a county con-
tribution totaling $600,000. 

Commissioner Ed Wheatly 
suggested the county make 
the donation to the Maritime 
Heritage Foundation of Beaufort 
to help with their ongoing fund-

raising efforts for the project. 
“This project will be a 

game changer for Beaufort and 
Carteret County,” Mr. Wheatly 
said. “I see it … having the 
same effect that the aquarium 
did on Pine Knoll Shores.” 

So far organizers have direct-
ly raised $1.8 million. They said 
they also hope to pursue a num-
ber of grants and other funding 
packages, including money ear-
marked in the state’s upcoming  
fiscal 2019-20 year budget. 

The county’s $600,000 dona-

tion will come from funds ear-

marked for economic develop-

ment. 

“So we’re not spending money 

BY BRAD RICH

 MIKE SHUTAK
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EMERALD ISLE — A 48-
year-old Jacksonville man pulled 
from a rip current in the ocean 
by surfers Sunday near Bogue 
Inlet Fishing Pier died Tuesday, 

according to Police Chief Tony 
Reese.

In a press release Tuesday eve-
ning, the chief stated, “Emerald 
Isle Police have been able to (con-
firm) through the family that 48-
year old Robert Ray Patterson of 
Jacksonville, who was pulled from 

the water by surfers in Emerald 

Isle on Sunday May 19, 2019 at 

2:02 p.m. … died at Carolina East 

Medical Center on Tuesday.”

The town extended condolenc-

es to the friends and family of 

BY BRAD RICH
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PINE KNOLL SHORES 

— The Carteret County Beach 
Commission voted unani-
mously Monday afternoon to 
proceed toward a nourishment 
project that could put 2.6 mil-
lion cubic yards of sand on the 
beach in Pine Knoll Shores, 
central and western Emerald 
Isle, Salter Path and western 
Atlantic Beach by the end of 
next spring, if not earlier.

The board voted during 
its monthly meeting in Pine 
Knoll Shores town hall after 
a long presentation by Greg 
Rudolph, Carteret County 
Shore Protection Office man-
ager, and representatives of 
Moffatt & Nichol, the county’s 
beach engineering firm, includ-
ing coastal engineer Johnny 
Martin.

Mr. Rudolph last week said 
the project could cost $40 to 
$50 million.

It will be bid as one proj-
ect, based on the commission’s 
vote Monday, but in two parts. 
The first is a base bid, for 
Pine Knoll Shores and cen-
tral Emerald Isle, which were 
not nourished during a recently 
completed project that cost $21 
million.

The second part – to be bid 
as an option – would include 
the Salter Path area around 

BY MIKE SHUTAK 
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MOREHEAD CITY — Coastal 
residents from around Carteret 
County and beyond came to 
the Crystal Coast Civic Center 
Monday to let the state know they 
oppose offshore seismic survey-
ing. 

The N.C. Division of Coastal 
Management held the public hear-
ing and about 45 people attended, 
of which 20 provided input. The 
division is taking public comments 
on a proposal made by the Western 
GeCo surveying company. The 
company wants to conduct seismic 
surveying in federal waters in the 
Atlantic Ocean, including those 
off North Carolina. 

Seismic surveying is a form of 
testing that uses compressed air 
blasts to search for offshore oil 
and gas deposits without explor-
atory drilling. 

Offshore energy activities, such 
as oil and gas drilling and seis-
mic surveying, is managed by 
the U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management. However, DCM 
Executive Director Braxton Davis 
said at the hearing that under fed-
eral consistency provisions, state 
agencies have the authority to 
review any proposals that “may 
reasonably be expected to affect 
state waters.” 

“The written comment period 
ends (Friday) June 7,” Mr. Davis 
said. “The DCM is interested in 

all comments.”
All those who spoke at the hear-

ing were opposed to seismic sur-
veying and the offshore drilling 
they said might result from it. 
Many cited risk to marine life, as 
well as how the activities could 
negatively affect the tourism-based 
coastal economies of the area.

Crystal Coast Waterkeeper office 
representative Bryson Alexander 
said he was disappointed to have 
to come before the DCM again. He 
said he’d been before the division 
before when four other surveying 
companies submitted proposals for 
seismic surveying previously and 
the division had taken comments 
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County commissioners agreed Monday to give the private group the Maritime Heritage Foundation $600,000 in county economic development funds to con-
tribute to development of the N.C. Maritime Museum’s Gallants Channel Annex in Beaufort, seen here during the May 17 Beaufort Music Festival. The property 
is set to be the site of a new maritime museum. (Dylan Ray photo) 

School officials talk budget crunch, 
expected loss of teaching positions
BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
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BEAUFORT — During their 
Monday evening regular ses-
sion at the courthouse, county 
commissioners kicked off fiscal 
2019-20 budget discussions with 
the review of $24.05 million and 
$3.44 million requests from the 

County Board of Education and 
Carteret Community College, 
respectively. 

Commissioners received phys-
ical copies of the 2019-20 budget 
May 6. 

Kicking off the talks Monday 
were Carteret County Schools 
Superintendent Mat Bottoms and 

Finance Officer Kathy Carswell, 

who gave some bad news to 

county commissioners. 

“(We have) a net loss of state 

and federally funded teachers 

at 8.5 positions,” Ms. Carswell 

said. 

See School / Page 5A

Melissa Marsigli, Rocky Mount
Harvey Scott, Harkers Island
Bessie Willis, Pine Knoll Shores
Madge Guthrie, Harkers Island
Matsy Phillips, Morehead City

Albert Sheppard Sevierville, Tenn.
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