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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
Sports

Have Mercy! Mercenaria wins 64th annual Big 
Rock, $3.48 million payday  6A

TIDES Wednesday, June 22
Low:  7:38 am 7:53 pm
High:  1:06 am  1:51 pm

Sunday, June 26
Low:  10:59 am -------
High:  4:56 am  5:39 pm

Saturday, June 25
Low:  10:13 am 11:14 pm
High:  4:01 am  4:50 pm

Friday, June 24
Low:  9:24 am 10:12 pm
High:  3:03 am  3:55 pm

Thursday, June 23
Low:  8:32 am 9:03 pm
High:  2:04 am  2:55 pm
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Coastal Living
NC Farm to School Program puts 
local food with local schools, 1B

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

NEWPORT

cape carteret receives $200k to combat stormwater issuestotal county tax levy

$14.94b
total of taxable parcels
59,690

real property taxable value 

personal property taxable value$682.6m
62,033

2020$51.38b
total amount of revenue the county expects to collect 51,389,093.18 2021$51.59b

actual total that county values real property: $14,942,088,950

actual total county values personal property: $682,644,408

personal property assets:
breakdown of personal property assets in carteret county

by the numberstax values and collection in carteret county

2021

2021

2021

2021

total of taxable assets

2021

total amount of revenue the county expects to collect 51,559,029.98

vehicles (thru dmv): 
241,000

boats:
25,805

mobile homes:
5,603

unlicensed vehicles:
3,529

airplanes:
56

furniture & fixtures:
 6,154

business computers:
4,391

business machinery:
12,277

leaseholds:
1,468

farm equipment:
306

other:
2,461?

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Trish Slape, the former director of the 
Outer Banks Wildlife Shelter, remembers 
her late son, Sgt. James Allen Slape of 
Morehead City, killed in Afghanistan, run-
ning around the wildlife shelter as a child. 

Reminders of his presence still remain, 
such as a wooden slat on an old bird enclo-
sure that contains his name. 

The memory of Sgt. Slape, killed Oct. 
4, 2018, while serving in the N.C. Army 
National Guard in Afghanistan, will live 
on even more at the shelter thanks to a new 
small diving bird enclosure dedicated in his 
honor Saturday. 

OWLS Director Brooke Breen, along 

with volunteers and members of the com-
munity, joined Ms. Slape and her husband 
Jim to dedicate the large wooden enclosure 
that is already being used to rehabilitate 
small diving birds.

Ms. Slape said she was deeply touched 
by the dedication. 

“We’re honored and always thankful 
when anybody remembers him,” Ms. Slape 
said. “We appreciate it because Jimmy prac-
tically grew up here.” 

Sgt. Slape did multiple projects at the 
shelter as a Boy Scout with former Unit 334 
at Glad Tidings Church in Morehead City. 
He also helped with summer camps and 
other projects. 

It seemed fi tting that Boy Scout Regan 

Samsel with Troop 61 in Newport oversaw 
construction of the new bird enclosure as 
part of his Eagle Scout project. He could 
not attend the ceremony Saturday because 
his family moved two weeks ago to Denver, 
Colo. 

However, in a telephone interview 
Sunday afternoon, Mr. Samsel said it was 
a privilege to complete the project in Sgt. 
Slape’s honor. 

“It’s awesome that this project is being 
used by OWLS and honors James Slape as 
well,” the rising high school junior said. 
“Honoring someone who served our coun-
try in such a way is awesome. I think it’s 
absolutely amazing that it’s already helping 

OWLS dedicates bird enclosure 
in memory of soldier killed in Afghanistan

ABOVE: Former Outer Banks Wildlife Shelter Director Trish Slape of Morehead City stands with her 
husband Jim as she holds a special dog tag with a photo of their son, Sgt. James Allen Slape, 
killed in Afghanistan, as they stand inside a bird enclosure dedicated in his honor Saturday at the 
shelter in Newport. RIGHT: Trish Slape of Morehead City, former director of the Outer Banks Wildlife 
Shelter in Newport, holds a special dog tag with a photo of her son, Sgt. James Allen Slape, killed 
in Afghanistan, as she attends the dedication ceremony for a bird enclosure named in Sgt. Slape’s 
honor Saturday at the shelter. (Cheryl Burke photo)

honorIng a frIend
ways to help owls
There are many ways to help the 
Outer Banks Wildlife Shelter in 
Newport. Volunteers are needed 
and donations of supplies and 
money are also welcome.
 The shelter keeps a wish list on 
its website outerbankswildlifeshel-
ter.com. OWLS also has an Amazon 
wish list and an account set up at 
Second Go Round Consignment in 
Newport. They always welcome used 
bedding, towels and aluminum 
cans for recycling.
 Those interested in volunteering 
can fi ll out an application at the 
shelter at 100 Wildlife Way, fi ll out 
an application online or email owls.
edu@yahoo.com.
 Those wanting to make tax-de-
ductible donations can mail checks 
to OWLS, 100 Wildlife Way, Newport, 
NC 28570, drop it off at the shelter 
or donate through PayPal on the 
website outerbankswildlifeshelter.
com. For more information, call the 
shelter at 252-240-1200.

See OWLS Page 2A

CAPE CARTERET

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Cape Carteret recently 
was notifi ed it will receive a 
$200,000 state grant to begin 
addressing fl ooding problems 
throughouttown.

The money will come from 
the N.C. Department of Public 
Safety and will be used to do 
surveying, engineering and 
design work to address fl oodhot 
spots. 

The latest grant comes on the 
heels of a $30,000 state resil-
iency planning grant awarded to 
the town last year. 

The study is by Dewberry, 
a Virginia-based nationwide 
engineering fi rm, to determine 
where those hot spots are and to 
prioritize which ones to address 
fi rst. 

The town has been plagued 
by fl ooding problems for many 
years, but the problems have 
increased with fl oods occurring 

after smaller rain events than in 
the past. 

The worst fl ooding in recent 
years has been in the Star Hill 
development in the northern 

part of town and along and near 
Anita Forte and Neptune drives 
on the south side near Bogue 
Sound. 

One of the biggest problem 

areas is Sutton Drive at Star 
Hill Golf Course. Yards were 
underwater after early August 

Cape Carteret Mayor Will Baker was one of many town residents who had to pump water out of his yard on Anita 
Forte Drive after a strong thunderstorm in August 2021 (Contributed photo)

See GRANT Page 2A
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