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Gettin’ festive
HOLIDAYS 2019

Carteret Health Care
joins Mayo network

Martha’s Mission seeks donations

Martha’s Mission Cupboard volunteer Matt Ramsey 
of Morehead City stocks depleted shelves Wednesday 
at the food pantry, which is in need of donations to 
provide food for families for the holiday season. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

Emerald Isle to review
bids for storm repairs

Bottoms
to retire
Dec. 31
Superintendent
search to begin

President Dick Brvenik announces Thursday that 
Carteret Health Care is now part of the Mayo Clinic Care 
Network and its wealth of resources. (Dylan Ray photo)

ABOVE: Nancy Willis 
with Sea and Sound 
Garden Club moves 
a ladder Wednesday 

to reach holiday 
adornments at the 

Morehead City train 
depot on Arendell 

Street. LEFT:  James 
Martinez, left, with 

the town of Morehead 
City public services 
department, scales 

the bare branches of 
the Christmas tree at 
Katherine Davis Park 
Wednesday ahead of 
the holiday season. 
(Dylan Ray photos) 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — It’s 
taken 14 months, but town 
officials are getting ready 
to repair significant damage 
Hurricane Florence caused 
to the police department in 
September 2018.

Thursday was the last 
day for bids to be submit-
ted by contractors who want 
to do the work, which has 
been necessitated by water 
intrusion and leaks from 
the torrential rains Florence 
brought. Rainfall amounts 

exceeded 20 inches and in 
some places approached 30 
inches.

According to officials, the 
work will involve replac-
ing all the flooring in the 
department, which is beside 
the town commission meet-
ing room at 7500 Emerald 
Drive.

The town wants the suc-
cessful bidder to remove the 
flooring and replace it with 
vinyl planks and wants all 
of the carpet removed and 

BY CHERYL BURKE
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MOREHEAD CITY — 
Martha’s Mission Cupboard, 
a nonprofit food pantry that 
provides food to county resi-
dents, is in need of donations 
to provide meals through the 
holiday season.

“We’ve seen an increase in 
the number of families coming 
to us for assistance,” Martha’s 
Mission Manager Ginger 
Wade said Wednesday. “A lot 
of people are out of work and 
we’ve had a lot of people 
with medical issues and sick 
children, which breaks my 
heart.”

Ms. Wade added there 

seems to be a lot of larger 
families coming in.

“That’s hard, especially 
at the holidays when you 
want your kids to have a 
Thanksgiving meal,” Ms. 
Wade continued. “But if it 
comes down to paying for 
medicines or rent, what do 
families do?”

To illustrate the increase 
in numbers, Ms. Wade said 
during the month of October, 
the mission served 301 fami-
lies, which is a 48% increase 
over the 203 families served 
in October 2018.

Those who come to the 
mission for assistance must 

BY CHERYL BURKE
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BEAUFORT — The 
county school system’s 
top leader announced 
Thursday that he plans to 
retire the end of this year.

Superintendent Mat 
Bottoms announced 
he will retire effec-
tive Tuesday, Dec. 31, 
according to a press 
release issued by system 
Communications Director 
Tabbie Nance Thursday 
afternoon.

He made the announce-
ment during a meet-
ing with 
s c h o o l 
p r i n c i -
pals and 
adminis-
trators in 
the school 
system’s 
c e n t r a l 
office.

In the 
r e l e a s e , 
Mr. Bottoms didn’t give 
a specific reason for his 
retirement, but said, “The 
decision to retire was 

BOTTOMS

not an easy one, but it is 
time. While in one sense 
I am saddened to leave 
our great school system, 
my years working with 
students, employees, par-
ents and community lead-
ers on behalf of our sys-
tem have been gratifying. 
It has been an amazing 
journey and I am truly 
enriched for having taken 

See Retire / Page 4A

See Repairs / Page 5ASee Mission / Page 5A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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MOREHEAD CITY 
— Carteret Health Care offi-
cials announced Thursday the 
hospital has joined the Mayo 
Clinic Care Network, making 
it the first facility in North 
Carolina to partner with the 
nation’s top-ranked hospital 
system.  

Hospital officials, com-
munity leaders, patients and 

others packed the hospital 
atrium Thursday morning to 
learn more about the new 
collaboration. CHC President 
Dick Brvenik, who is set to 
retire in February, said the 
partnership is 14 months in 
the making.

“This relationship that 

we’re entering into is going 
to be a game changer, it truly 
is,” he said. “…This is about 
a great collaboration of great 
medical minds and an invest-
ment that this hospital is mak-
ing.” 

See Mayo / Page 5A
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