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T deland News

The town of Swansboro’s 
February meeting schedule 
includes …

• Feb. 4: The Swansboro 
Planning Board meets in 
regular session at 6 p.m. in 
the Swansboro Town Hall 
Community Room.

• Feb. 7: The Swansboro 
Planning Board meets in spe-
cial session at 6 p.m. in the 
Assembly Room at Old Town 
Hall at 502 W. Church St. 
The purpose of the meeting 
is to review and recommend 
implementation measures for 
the updated CAMA Land Use 
Plan. The board will continue 
to meet in special session on 
the first Thursday through 
June.

• Feb. 12: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session at 6 
p.m. in the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room. 

• Feb. 19: The Swansboro 
Historic Preservation 
Commission meets in regular 
session at 6 p.m. in town 
hall.

• Feb. 20: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation Board 
meets in regular session 
at 6 p.m. at Swansboro 
Recreation Center.

• Feb. 26: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session at 6 
p.m. in the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room.

• The Swansboro Board of 
Adjustment meets as needed.

• The Swansboro Tour-
ism Development Authority 
meets quarterly.

Other Onslow County 
meetings of interest include 
…

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commissioners will 
meet in regular sessions this 
month on Monday, Feb. 4, 
and Monday, Feb. 18. The 
meetings begin at 6 p.m. 
and take place at the Onslow 
County Government Cen-
ter, 234 Northwest Corridor 
Blvd. in Jacksonville.

• The Onslow County 
Board of Education meets on 
Feb. 4 at Blue Creek Elemen-
tary School in Jacksonville. 
The meeting begins at 6:30 
p.m.

February 

meetings

Note: This article was adapted from an illus-
trated essay on the author’s website. The article 
has been updated slightly.

By David Cecelski

On at least two trips to the North Carolina 
coast, a Greensboro photographer named 
Charles A. Farrell explored the fishing villages 
near the mouth of the New River in Onslow 
County. His first trip was in the fall of 1938, 
and he visited again sometime in the first half 
of 1941. On the first trip, he may only have vis-
ited Sneads Ferry, a fishing village on the west 
side of the river.

On the second trip, he returned to Sneads 
Ferry, but he also crossed the river to Marines, 
a village on the east side of the river. I expect 
that he was drawn there because the War De-
partment had recently announced its decision 
to take all of the land on that side of the river in 
order to build one of the largest military bases 
in the United States, Camp Lejeune.

A few months after Farrell’s visit, the mili-
tary confiscated thousands of acres on that side 
of the river, moved out the residents and burned 
and bulldozed the village of Marines. (Many of 
the displaced families moved to the the com-
munities of Bear Creek, Swansboro, Bogue and 
the areas around them – Editor.)

In this article are some of Farrell’s photo-
graphs of Marines on the eve of the village’s 
destruction. I’d also like to share some of what 
I learned about the village from some of the last 
people alive who grew up there.

Photos capture 

missing village

Commentary

Americans 

are whining, 

complaining 

too much
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be sunny and cold, 
with highs in the upper-
40s and lows in the low-
30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Bethany Meeks, a student 
in Kristen Markle’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary School.

By Barry Fetzer

There’s too much negativ-
ism about America. Quizzically, 
much of it comes from 
Americans ourselves. We need 
to get real and refocus on how 
good America really is. I’m not 
suggesting we hide from our 
imperfections but instead that 
we focus on our positives.

Sure we’ve got our problems 
and make mistakes like every 
nation…and WE THE PEOPLE 
will always have our problems 
and will always make mistakes. 
People are imperfect. We err, 
we fail, and we commit crimes. 
Some of us are stupid. No 
mortal and no thing or place on 
this earth are perfect. And they 
never will be.

If you’ve been in the mili-
tary or lived overseas or studied 
history, though, you’re less like-
ly to be too critical of America’s 
faults because you’ve seen or 
learned about far worse faults 
in other places at other times 
and with other people. It’s like 
that old adage, “I felt sorry for 
myself because I had no shoes 
until I saw a man without feet.”

So let’s appreciate our 
feet and take a quick tour of 
America. I know, I know. “Liars 
figure and figures lie” and some 
of those figures I quote below 
may be a few years old or sev-
eral percentage points off. The 
studies I quote probably had 
some flaws and biases. They’re 

In the Tideland ...
Commissioners, town bid farewell to Scott Chase, Page 2
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

Queens Creek featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, page 12

(See FINDING, page �)

(See LOST, page �)

A view of Marines from the River. Photo: 
State Archives of North Carolina

This photograph was taken in a skiff cross-
ing the river and looking east toward the village 
of Marines. Melba Marine McKeever grew up 
in Marines and was the person I found, when 
she was 92, who had the best memory of what 
the village had been like before the war.

Over the course of several long visits and 
telephone calls, Melba described for me what 
she saw in this photograph.

She told me that the pier on the right-hand 
side of this scene was the center of community 
life, and the only one in the village.

Before her time, a cotton gin had stood next 
to it, but she recalled only a spring at the foot 
of the pier where the local people used to cool 
watermelons in the summertime. When she was 

Remnants of Hurricane Flo remain visible in the 
Swansboro community and nowhere are they more 
obvious than on the town’s skyline. Swansboro First 
Baptist Church, photo at left, has just begun repairing 
the roof on the sanctuary and the multi-purpose build-
ing. On the Swansboro Town Hall roof, photo above, 
the tarps remain. (Rulon photos)

Visible remnants

Water to go one way, work OK’d

Commissioner Brent Hatlestad came 
across a post card, dating back about 
85 years, showing folks enjoying a swim 
in the White Oak River. He said the site 

of the photo is likely either across N.C. 
24 from the old Tarrymore Hotel (Pick-
etts Bay) or the end of Water Street at 
Ward Shore.

By Jimmy Williams

Following deliberations that 
spanned two meetings of the 
board of commissioners and 
generated dozens of comments, 
plans were approved to make 
traffic one-way on Water Street 
through Swansboro’s Ward 
Shore Park. Also, funds were 
made available to complete a 
desperately needed shoreline-
stabilization project at the park.

Both actions came at the 
Jan. 22 meeting of the com-
missioners and they signaled 
a change of heart from at 
least two town commissioners 
between meetings on Jan. 8 and 
Jan. 22.

Comments to alter Water 
Street through the neighborhood 
park on the White Oak River 
were gathered at both meetings. 
The shoreline stabilization proj-
ect – a “living shoreline” – was 
also discussed at both.

Mayor John Davis opened 
discussion on Jan. 8 by point-
ing out that there is no legal 
requirement for the town to host 
a public hearing on the proposal 
to change Water Street to one-
way in the area of the park. 
However, “We want the public 

to be involved.”
He noted that the board 

could choose other options 
for the road through the park, 
including leaving it as is or 
closing it altogether.

To close the road entirely, a 
dedicated public hearing would 
be required and, if approved, 
the town would share the road 
with the adjacent property 
owner, although the town could 
retain an easement for a side-
walk or similar access, accord-
ing to Cliff Parson, attorney for 
the town.

Following an overview of 
those options by Scott Chase, 
town manager at the time, citi-
zens spoke up.

Blake Massengill said he 
lives on Water Street.

“I want to thank you for 
what you’re going to do,” he 
said, urging the board to adopt 
the one-way plan. “Consider 
curbing to keep people on the 
road.”

Wayne Massengill, another 
nearby resident, said he favored 
one-way traffic.

Jack Swart, a resident of 
Water Street, said that while he 
(See ROAD, page �)


