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DORIAN’S WRATH
National Park Service ranger Forrest Kraus walks along a newly formed inlet Thursday at the Long Point 

Cabin Camp site on North Core Banks, where as many as 50 breaches now flow through Cape Lookout National 
Seashore after Hurricane Dorian. (Dylan Ray photo)

Cape Lookout staff works to restore 
area after hurricane cuts new inlets
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After settlement, homeowners’ insurance rate 
hike less than proposed, highest along coast
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BEAUFORT — In 
an emergency meeting, 
Tu e s d a y, 
m e m b e r s 
of the 
University 
of North 
C a r o l i n a 
S y s t e m 
Board of 
Governors 
v o t e d 
B e a u f o r t 
r e s i d e n t 
Randall “Randy” Ramsey 
to serve as the panel’s chair-
person. 

RAMSEY

“I am very honored that 
my fellow board members 
thought I was the appropri-
ate leader at this time and 
this place,” Mr. Ramsey 
said. 

The president of 
Beaufort’s Jarret Bay 
Boatworks, Mr. Ramsey 
has served as a member on 
the college system’s board 
since 2017. 

“The board of governors 
is the body that was formed 
by the legislature, that is 
governed by the legislature, 
that oversees the operation 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
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BEAUFORT — A 
commercial fishing advo-
cacy group has dropped 
its civil complaint against 
the N.C. Marine Fisheries 
Commission that alleged 
the commission had violat-
ed the N.C. Open Meetings 
Law. 

The N.C. Fisheries 
Association, a nonprofit 
dedicated to promoting the 
state seafood industry, vol-
untarily dismissed a civil 
complaint it filed March 28, 
2018, in Carteret County 
Superior Civil Court against 
the MFC. It was dismissed 
Sept. 25. The fisheries 
association alleged in its 
complaint the commission 
violated the state’s Open 
Meetings Law, a section of 
state statutes that sets the 
requirements for meetings 
of public bodies like the 
MFC. 

The News-Times contact-
ed the N.C. Department of 
Justice, which represents 
state agencies in legal mat-
ters, and NCDOJ Public 
Information Officer Laura 
Brewer confirmed the 
complaint had been vol-
untarily dismissed without 

BY BRAD RICH
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CEDAR POINT — It’s 
surely rare for a new town 
administrator to report to his 
first day 
of work 
and dis-
cover the  
town has 
just been 
awarded a 
$500,000 
state grant.

It hap-
pened to 
David Rief 
Tuesday, however.

“I didn’t have anything 
to do with it, but it’s great 

RIEF

that the town was able to 
get it,” he said of the N.C. 
Parks and Recreation Trust 
Fund grant, announced 
Tuesday, which will help 
pay for the town’s $2.8 mil-
lion purchase of 56 acres of 
land for a new park along 
the White Oak River. 

“Jayne (Calhoun, town 
clerk and interim adminis-
trator) did a great job writ-
ing the grant,” he said.

Tuesday morning, Mr. 
Rief visited the new park 
land, which the town bought 
from the N.C. Masons 
after a successful $2.5 mil-
lion bond referendum last 
November, and said he is 
impressed by its beauty and 
potential. 

Before the latest grant, 
the town had received two 
others to pay for the prop-
erty, more than $1 mil-
lion from the N.C. Clean 
Water Management Trust 
Fund and $250,000 from 
the N.C. Coastal Land 
Trust.

The land trust grant was 
used as a down payment on 
the property, while the land 
trust and CWMTF grants 

BY BRAD RICH
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CAPE LOOKOUT — 
Hurricane Dorian in early 
September cut more than 
50 new inlets through North 
Core Banks, and Cape 
Lookout National Seashore 
Superintendent Jeff West 
said Thursday it’s going to 
be a long time before the 
fragile banks return to any-
thing like normal.

“It’s a day-by-day 

thing,” Mr. West said. “This 
week we’ve been getting 
high tides and swells from 
Hurricane Lorenzo offshore 
and that’s given us quite a 
bit of additional flow.

“Some of these new 
inlets are passable (by 
pedestrians and vehicles) 
out at their mouths, where 
they meet the ocean, but 
some are still very deep on 
the back (sound side) of the 
islands.”

One of the new inlets, 

near mile marker 9, is 9 feet 
deep at times – navigable 
– and Mr. West said boaters 
are using it to get to and 
from Core Sound and the 
ocean.

“We’re just going to take 
it week by week and keep 
looking at what’s going on,” 
Mr. West said.

“We’ve opened it all 
(the whole seashore) for 
private vessels, and we’re 
hoping to get some lim-
ited access for ferry service 

(from Morris Marina in 
Atlantic) for vehicles soon. 
But we’re urging anyone 
who comes over to be very 
cautious.”

He’s particularly con-
cerned some boaters might 
pull up at one place at low 
tide, then move around on 
land and not be able to get 
back to their boats at high 
tide.

“Everyone should just be 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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CARTERET COUNTY 
— The N.C. Department 
of Insurance has settled a 
legal dispute for a lower 
rate increase for homeown-
ers’ and mobile homeown-
ers’ insurance than what 
was originally proposed by 
the N.C. Rate Bureau last 
year, but many Carteret 
County homeowners will 
still see the sharpest rate 
increases in the state. 

According to a Friday 
release from the NCDOI, 
Insurance Commissioner 
Mike Causey announced he 

negotiated with the NCRB 
for a statewide average 
homeowners’ insurance 
rate increase of 4%, down 
from a proposed statewide 
average increase of 17.4%. 
For mobile homeowners’ 
insurance, the average rate 
increase is 4.3% for casu-
alty policies and 6.6% for 
fire policies, down from a 
proposed increase of 19% 
and 19.9%, respectively. 

The NCRB proposed the 
rate increases in December 
2018.

Mr. Causey said in the 
release the settlement 
averts a potentially costly 

administrative battle with 
insurance companies, and 
a hearing set for Oct. 2 
was canceled. The NCRB 
represents companies writ-
ing property insurance in 
North Carolina and is not 
part of the NCDOI. 

“I am happy to announce 
that North Carolina hom-
eowners will save nearly 
$285 million a year in pre-
mium payments compared 
to what the NCRB had 
requested,” Mr. Causey 
said. “I am also glad the 
Department of Insurance 
has avoided a lengthy 
administrative legal battle 

which could have cost con-
sumers time and money.”

Mr. Causey also negoti-
ated a rate increase cap of 
10%, rather than 30% as 
the NCRB originally pro-
posed.

Actual insurance rate 
increases vary based on 
territory, with areas consid-
ered more at risk of expe-
riencing natural disasters 
generally seeing higher 
insurance rates. The high-
est rate increases are seen 
mostly along the coast, 
which is prone to damage 
from hurricanes. 

The majority of Carteret 

County homeowners will 
see some of the highest 
insurance rate increases in 
the state at 9.8% for beach 
and eastern coastal areas. 
Western coastal areas of 
Carteret County will see 
lower rate increases of 
3.5%, but that only applies 
to a small area, including 
Stella.

Other territories of the 
state seeing the highest 
insurance rate increase of 
9.8% are beach and coastal 
areas of the Outer Banks 
and the Wilmington area. 

LEFT: A steady flow of ocean water cuts across North Core Banks near Long Point Cabin Camp. RIGHT: 
The lid of the freshwater well at Long Point Cabin Camp is all that remains after  Hurricane Dorian. 
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