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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

‘Stand Up & see what you’re missing’
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 1B

POLL
QUESTION

Has your Christmas 
shopping changed 

this year? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

John Waters III, Emerald Isle
Barry Wallace, Newport
David Newkirk, Mill Creek
Cecilia Lynes, Morehead City
Jason Taitague, Newport
Deann Kruse, Havelock
Brittne Green, Morehead City

Carol Millis, Newport
Malisa Yourdon, Newport
James Ledbetter, Beaufort
Richard Scibeck, Morehead City
William Wainwright, Morehead 
City
Alexander Smith, Cedar Island

NEWPORT

CARTERET COUNTY

The West Carteret cross 
country teams posted a pair of 
perfect scores Tuesday at Fort 
Macon in a three-team league 
meet.

Each team’s runners claimed 
the top fi ve spots in their re-
spective races to score 15 
points apiece.

“It was a perfect day to be a 
Patriot,” West co-coach Larry 
Lewis said.

Havelock fi nished second in 
the boys race with 50 points, 
followed by Northside-Jack-
sonville with 67. Both of those 
teams failed to score points in 
the girls race.

Both Patriot squads came 
away with a number of person-
al records on the course, which 
is unusual for the tough Elliott 
Coues Nature Trail.

“We talked to both teams 
about how today was a great 
opportunity to run a PR on the 
Fort course,” Lewis said. “Nor-
mally, we would race here in 
late summer, and the hot and 
humid conditions mixed with 
the diffi culty of the trail don’t 
add up to fast times. Most run-
ners have one PR. West runners 
have a PR and a Fort PR.”

HARKERS ISLAND

West CC teams put 
up perfect scores

See HABITAT Page 4A

CHERYL BURKE
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Single mother Chevonne 
Reels has a lot to be thank-
ful for this holiday season, 
like a new house built by 
Crystal Coast Habitat for 
Humanity.

Ms. Reels and her 
four children joined with 
Habitat volunteers and 
family members Saturday 
to celebrate completion of 
her three-bedroom home on 
Chatham Street in Newport 
with a dedication ceremony. 
Almost as soon as the cere-
mony ended, Acme Movers 
employees began unloading 
a truck full of furniture into 
the new dwelling.

Ms. Reels’ children, 
DeShawn, 19, Teiona, 14, 
Tykeiseon, 17, and Dajha-
neik, 16, joined her for 
the ceremony. Her aunt, 
Minister Reagan Bullock of 
Deliverance Faith Pentecos-
tal Ministries of Greenville, 
also took part, blessing the 

home.
Prior to the event, Ms. 

Reels said, “I feel blessed. 
I’m so excited. I can’t do 
anything but thank Habi-
tat and everyone who has 
helped me. I also thank 
God.”

Crystal Coast Habitat for 
Humanity Executive Direc-
tor Tammy Blizzard said 
this makes the 100th house 
completed by the chapter. 
She thanked all those who 
contributed and volunteered 
on the project, which had 
fallen behind due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“We were determined 
we would have Chevonne 
in her home in time for 
Thanksgiving,” Ms. Bliz-
zard said. “This isn’t just 
about a house. This is about 
a family. She’s worked a 
long time to get this home.”

Habitat Board of Direc-
tors member Kurt Rogerson 
read a scripture and pre-

Mother of four receives Habitat home in time for Thanksgiving 

sented a new Bible to Ms. 
Reels and her family. He 
then addressed Ms. Reels’ 
children. 

“I want you children to 
be proud of your mom,” 

he said. “She wasn’t given 
this house. She earned this 
house through a lot of hard 
work. She has a lot to be 
proud of.”

Teams that volunteered 

on the project were men-
tored and supervised by 
Habitat Construction Man-
ager Leonard Farrugia of 
Carolina Crawlspace Solu-
tions. He presented gifts to 

Chevonne Reels of Newport cuts the ribbon on her new Crystal Coast Habitat for Humanity home 
on Chatham Street in Newport during a dedication ceremony Saturday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

the homeowner, including 
an American fl ag donated 
by Woodmen Life.

Habitat Development Di-
rector Alice Ellis presented 
Ms. Reels the keys to her 
new home. After reading a 
poem, she said, “One per-
son can make a difference.”

Light refreshments were 
served, including a color-
ful cupcake cake with the 
words “Welcome Home 
Reels Family!” written on 
top.

Ms. Blizzard said now 
that the project is fi nished, 
there are other families 
waiting for their home 
builds to be completed. 
Work has begun on the site 
of future Crystal Coast Hab-
itat for Humanity homes on 
Lincoln Drive, which will 
provide affordable, single-
family housing for 17 fami-
lies. Clearing began on the 
4.9-acre tract Oct. 13. 

BY J.J. SMITH
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Core Sound Waterfowl 
Museum and Heritage Cen-
ter Executive Director Karen 
Amspacher has put an interest-
ing spin on the organization’s 
attempt over the past three years 
to put on its Waterfowl Week-
end and Decoy Festival.

“In ’18 it was in a disaster 
zone, in ’19 it was in a con-
struction zone, and in ’20 it is 
in a pandemic zone,” she said. 
“But the spirit remains the 
same.”

She and the rest of the 
organizers remain undaunted. 
Despite the destruction wrought 
by Hurricane Florence and the 
complications bought on by the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 33rd 
annual time-honored tradi-
tion will go on Friday through 
Sunday, Dec. 4-6 at the “end of 
the road.”

“We just hate to give up on 
a weekend we have worked 30-
something years to create,” Am-
spacher said. “A lot of people 
have work they want to sell, and 
a lot of people want to buy it, 
so we are trying to create a safe 
haven to make that happen.”

Despite temperature screen-
ings, masks, social distancing 
and the longtime traditional and 
convenient location at Hark-
ers Island Elementary School 
being taken out of the mix due 
to pandemic protocols, decoys 
will still be front and center all 
over Harkers Island during the 
weekend. 

It will continue with de-
coy carvers, collectors, art-
ists and crafters tail-gating on 
the grounds surrounding the 
museum. Many of the festival’s 
favorite carvers will be tailgat-
ing at the museum, continuing a 
homecoming that now stretches 
across generations.

Museum parking will be held 
next door at the National Park 
Service with golf carts shuttling 
visitors.

Tailgating could also be pos-
sible in front yards and church 
parking lots throughout Harkers 
Island.

There will also be tailgat-
ing in the fi eld behind the Core 
Sound Decoy Carvers Guild 

Waterfowl Weekend to begin Friday
DecoyFestival,GalleryofTreestogiveannualeventadifferentlookduringpandemic

ABOVE: The “Gallery of Trees” and a focus on the Christmas spirit will high-
light this year’s Waterfowl Weekend and Decoy Festival. BELOW: Decoys 
like this one by Henry Murphy of Davis will remain a focus of the Waterfowl 
Weekend and Decoy Festival. (Contributed photos)

“We just hate to give up on a 
weekend we have worked 

30-something years to create. 
A lot of people have work 
they want to sell, and a lot 
of people want to buy it, so 

we are trying to create a safe 
haven to make that happen.

— Karen Amspacher
Executive Director

”

where there will be a closed-
door competition. 

The Core Sound Museum 
2020 Heritage Auction at Hou-
seAuctionCompany.com has 
gone online with decoys on dis-
play at the museum throughout 
the weekend. The working de-
coys of Henry Murphy, Ammie 
Paul, Elmer Salter, Eldon Willis, 
Julian Hamilton, Judge Lambert 
Morris and many others of Core 
Sound’s fi nest carvers will be 
there.

The museum will also host 
for the fi rst-time ever a gallery 
of Christmas trees celebrating 
the traditions, communities and 
special events of the region with 
decorated crab pot trees nestled 
in exhibitions that have been in 
storage for two years while the 
museum rebuilt after Hurricane 
Florence.

“The museum has bent 
over backwards to decorate” 
Amspacher said. “If anybody 
is looking for Christmas lights, 
Harkers Island on Friday night 
is the place to be.”

A “Lights Out Night” kickoff 
on Friday for the Waterfowl 
Weekend will include the 
“Gallery of Trees,” along with 
refreshments and music, to 
go with a few hardy outdoor 
vendors.

“We’ll have the auction 

preview and more outside lights 
than you can imagine,” Ams-
pacher said. “The entire Island 
will be shining bright as homes 
and businesses are being judged 
that night for the ‘Cab Ramsey 
Island Decorating Award,’ 
sponsored by Jarrett Bay Boat-
works.”

Saturday will feature music 
and fi sh house lies near the 
porch where folks can listen as 
they social distance around the 
front yard, and Sunday morn-
ing church will be from the 
front yard as well – attendees 
can participate in their vehicles 
via radio broadcast there. Food 
trucks will be located around the 
Jean Dale shed with an eating 
area close by.

“It will be different, but once 
again we want to prove to the 
community that we are deter-
mined to do what we said we 
are here to do – celebrate Down 
East,” Amspacher said. “We 
want to hold on to that sense of 
community and strength, and the 
last three years have proved it if 
anyone had any doubt.”

The Core Sound Waterfowl 
Museum Heritage Center is 
located at 1785 Island Road, 
Harkers Island. The Core Sound 
Museum Store has its downtown 
location at 806 Arendell Street, 
Morehead City.

For more information on Wa-
terfowl Weekend, including how 
to make your tailgating reserva-
tion, call 252-728-1500 or email 
museum@coresound.com.

For a full listing of Core 
Sound Christmas events, visit 
www.coresound.com.Ü 10A

Sunday 
Nov. 29

Monday
Nov. 30

Tuesday 
Dec. 1

Wednesday 
Dec. 2

Low 12:13 a.m. 12:47 a.m. 1:22 a.m. 1:58 a.m.
1:11 p.m. 1:48 p.m. 2:26 p.m. 3:05 p.m.

High 6:42 a.m. 7:18 a.m. 7:53 a.m. 8:31 a.m
6:56 p.m. 7:32 p.m. 8:09 p.m. 8:48 p.m.
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