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? Property development, other fee
revenues rise amid pandemic
BEAUFORT

POLL
QUESTION

To VOTE, go online to
carolinacoastonline.com
Do you believe students
learning online (or virtually) will receive an equal
education as those students
attending school?

To see more on this question, pick up
Sunday’s edition of the
Carteret County News-Times.

BEAUFORT

Schools to review plans
after Cooper’s statement
Carteret County school ofﬁcials said they will review attendance plans based on Gov. Roy
Cooper’s announcement Thursday afternoon that students in
kindergarten through ﬁfth grade
could return to full-time, in-person learning in early October.
The plan is optional for state
school districts and is not a
mandate.
“Today I joined Dr. (Rob)
Jackson to watch Governor
Cooper’s press conference,”
County Board of Education
Chairperson John McLean said
Thursday. “We learned the Governor will allow school systems
the option to open elementary
schools on Plan A beginning
October 5.
“Our Board of Education will
carefully review this information
and will consider any changes
in the current school schedule
based on this latest update from
the Governor,” he continued.
As of Thursday afternoon,
there are 15 positive COVID cases reported in Carteret
County schools.
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Despite the coronavirus pandemic eating
into sales tax revenues since March, revenues from certain fees have been rising for
areas of Carteret County.
The coronavirus pandemic has resulted
in restrictions on businesses and – earlier
this year – travel. However, in spite of these
restrictions, county and municipal ofﬁcials
are reporting a number of non-tax revenue
sources, especially those related to property
sales and development, are not only remaining strong, but appear to be growing.
Assistant County Manager Eugene Foxworth said county planning ofﬁcials haven’t
seen a decline in requests for building
permits for property development since the
pandemic began.
“As a whole, we’ve had a strong year

with stead increases (in development),” Mr.
Foxworth said. “In comparing July 2019
vs. July 2020, our department revenues are
roughly $20,000 more this year than last for
the month.
“In my opinion, while the restrictions
caused by the pandemic have affected many
segments of our economy negatively, development isn’t one of them,” he continued.
Property sales, and by extension the real
estate fees charged by the county, have also
been on the rise in recent months.
Carteret County Register of Deeds
Karen Hardesty said that from March
through Aug. 20, her ofﬁce collected about
$1,464,498.30 in real estate fees, an increase
of $134,658.35 over the the same period in
2019.
Municipalities also receive revenue from
fees charged to businesses, residents and

property owners, including service and
utility fees. In Emerald Isle, Town Manager Mat Zapp said most of the revenue
from their solid waste, parking, parks and
planning fees has remained steady since the
pandemic began, except for the membership fees to the parks department, which are
down $15,000 for the year.
“Solid waste is $255 per household per
year,” Mr. Zapp said. “Permit and inspection fees vary, based on the permit applied.
Public parking during the summer season
on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and holidays
are $10 per car, per day. We also offer annual gym memberships at the community
center.”
Mr. Zapp said the town’s solid waste
collection program receives about $1.6
See Rise Page 6A
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Sheriff charges man with
slew of vehicle break-ins
The Carteret Carteret County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce announced charges Wednesday against a Newport
man accused of breaking and
entering into multiple vehicles.
In a release, the sheriff’s ofﬁce said a 10-day
investigation led to
the Sept. 12 arrest
of Raymond Nicholas Etheridge,
31, of Newport,
who is charged
with approximately
ETHERIDGE 60 charges involving at least 20 different vehicles. Those charges
include breaking and entering a
motor vehicle, larceny and possession of stolen goods, as well
as charges for crimes allegedly
committed inside Morehead
City limits.
The ofﬁce said it began
investigating reports of vehicle break-ins over Labor Day
weekend, starting in roads off
Highway 24 to include Glenn
Abby Drive and Lockwood Drive
in Morehead City.

CARTERET CO. TOURISM

BY NUMBERS

Tourismofﬁcialshope
forcontinuedsuccess
By Elise Clouser

F

ollowing a record-breaking summer for tourism in Carteret
County, the Crystal Coast Tourism Development Authority
is trying to keep the momentum going through the fall and
holiday seasons and beyond.
The TDA Board of Directors met Tuesday morning via Zoom
for the ﬁrst time since June. At the time of the board’s last meeting before a summer hiatus, the TDA had recently received occupancy tax ﬁgures for the month of April showing collections
were down nearly 90% compared to 2019.
See Revenue Page 2A
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$2.41M
AMOUNT OF TOTAL COUNTY
TOURISM REVENUES IN JULY

$2.02M
AMOUNT OF PREVIOUS REVENUE
RECORD SET IN JULY 2017
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Low
High
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Sunday
Sept. 20

Monday
Sept. 21

Tuesday
Sept. 22

Wednesday
Sept. 23

4:08 a.m.

4:57 a.m.

5:49 a.m.

6:46 a.m.

4:50 p.m.

5:49 a.m.

6:52 p.m.

8:01 p.m.

10:29 a.m.

11:23 a.m.

12:22 p.m.

12:44 a.m

10:50 p.m.

11:44 p.m.

--------

1:25 p.m.

Adam Evertsen, Cape Carteret
Carrie Thompson, Hubert
Catherine Erickson, Havelock
Ala Stover, Knightdale
Michael Williams, Morehead City
Rita Chunn, Beaufort

Linda Van Horn, New Bern
William Motes Jr., Harlowe
Ronnie Garner, Newport
Robert Ost, Cape Carteret
Elizabeth Gaskill, Sea Level

Obituaries on Page 3A

