
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES Marlins make history
The Morehead City Marlins set a new 

Coastal Plains League record with their 
14th straight win.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Dorothy Hill, Newport

Robert Ballou, Morehead City
Gale Turner, Newport
J.T. Morgan, Havelock

Eddie Dawkins, Atlantic Beach
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO OUR NATION

County 
celebrates
the Fourth

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
American flags waved 
and sirens wailed as rev-
elers packed Front Street 
Thursday afternoon for 
the annual Fourth of July 
parade through the down-
town district.

Thursday marked the 
243rd anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, signify-
ing the country’s break 
from Great Britain. The 
county celebrated this year 
with activities throughout 
the day, including parades, 
live music performances 
and fireworks displays.

The Beaufort parade 
kicked off at 11 a.m. 
from Gordon Street, led 
by Beaufort Historic Site 
docent Eric Bingham 
dressed in Revolutionary-
era clothing and holding an 
American flag. A fire truck 
decked with flags and bag-
pipers playing a patriotic 
tune closely followed. The 
parade grand marshal this 
year was Beaufort Mayor 

ABOVE: Capt. Sean Cowley with the Beaufort Fire 
Department assists in raising a giant American flag 
Thursday over Front Street as the annual Beaufort 
Independence Day parade begins. LEFT: Lora 
Fasolino, left, greets paradegoers Thursday during 
the Beaufort festivities. The parade was followed by 
an ice cream social. (Dylan Ray photos)

Residents push back against business rezoning

The area outlined on this map from the Cedar Point Planning Board agenda 
is the parcel the board reviewed for rezoning. It includes a long, thin strip, 
which is a manmade canal. The property owner owns the land underneath the 
canal. (Contributed graphic)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — Despite opposi-
tion from more than 20 nearby resi-
dents in attendance, the planning board 
Tuesday night recommended town com-
missioners approve rezoning a 1.2-acre 
tract at the intersection of Highway 24 
and Dolphin Bay Estates Road from 
residential to business.

The board, which met in town hall off 
Sherwood Avenue, voted 4-0 in favor of 
rezoning the property from R-20 (resi-
dential, minimum lot size 20,000 square 
feet) to B-1 (general business), despite 
all four voting members and non-voting 
Vice Chairperson T.J. Williams express-
ing concerns about the proposed new 
zoning’s effects on the Dolphin Bay 
neighborhood. The proposal by Craig 
Hill will now go to commissioners.

Mr. Williams presided over the meet-
ing in the absence in Chairperson Jennifer 
Heironimus.

After the vote, he said the board had 
little choice but to recommend the rezon-
ing, since it was supported by the town 
land-use plan and the property is in an 
area identified as suitable for commercial 

Panel OKs 
Somerset 
Square 
upgrades
After controversial denial,
commission issues COA

WCFD staff
mourns 
service dog

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — In a 6-1 vote, with 
member Janet Woodward dissenting, 
the Historic Preservation Commission 
approved a new batch of proposed reno-
vations for the Somerset Square building 
at 400 Front St. in Beaufort. 

The decision came during the HPC’s 
Tuesday evening regular session at the 
Broad Street train depot. It marks the 
second time this year the HPC considered 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — Employees and vol-
unteers at the Western Carteret Fire and EMS 
Department on Sherwood Avenue and in Stella 
are heartbroken and grieving this week after 
the department’s service dog, Nala, was struck 
and killed by a vehicle Sunday.

The dog, owned and trained by volunteer 
Joshua Young, was used for rescue work and 
searches and was beloved by the department’s 
staff. In her time with the department, she 
found one person in the Croatan National 
Forest and was a participant in training exercis-
es, including on the water in the department’s 
search-and-rescue boat.
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Marine rings
bell, honors
13 colonies

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Despite renovations 
underway due to damage from Hurricane 
Florence, the bell of historic Ann Street 
United Methodist Church rang out 13 
times Thursday to celebrate the Fourth of 
July and to honor the original American 
colonies.

The bell in the church joined with bells 
of other churches in the original 13 colo-
nies to ring at 2 p.m., the time organizers 
of “Let Freedom Ring” say the Liberty 
Bell was rung announcing the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence.

The Pennsylvania Society of Sons of 
the Revolution, organizers of the event, 
invited Ann Street several years ago to 
represent North Carolina as one of the 
original colonies to ring a bell because of 
the church’s historical significance. The 
congregation organized as far back as 
1778, and the current building was con-
structed in 1854.

Each year Ann Street invites a military 
veteran to pull the bell rope, and U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran Greg Ehrler of 
Beaufort said it was an honor to ring on 
behalf of the state this year.

“We’re blessed to be asked to do this 
and live in this great country,” Mr. Ehrler 
said. “A lot of people sacrificed their lives 

See Marine / Page 4A
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