
Expect sunny skies 
this weekend. The highs 
will be in the mid-80s 
and the lows will be in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture was drawn by 
Kaily Bird, who was a 
student in Bailey Jones’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.

WEEKEND 

WEATHER

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.tidelandnews.com • For a classified: classifieds@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

This week’s weather 

Selgren’s first grade 

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.tidelandnews.com • For a classified: classified@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com




SWANSBORO 
COMMISSIONER BID ON

NEW PARK
SEE PAGE 3


 

VOLUME 41, NUMBER 28
SWANSBORO,

NORTH CAROLINA

The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point to act on structures

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Tidings, the SACC newsletter

The SAC series features a young artist, Page 5

Bucs drop close one in football opener, Page 8

Wendy Tharrington has offered to have the 
Hill house moved to her property at the corner 

of Front and Main streets. Silver Line, a retail 
store, is on the lot. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Commission approves COA

Commentary

Afghanistan 

exit brings up

emotional 

memories

for veterans
By Joseph Reagan

Over the past few days, 
I have had an opportunity 
to chat with several fellow 
veterans, service members, 
military family members, 
and Gold Star families. It is 
beyond the obvious in say-
ing that the past few days 
have been extraordinarily 
difficult for those with a 
personal connection to our 
mission in Afghanistan. My 
wife Tiffany and I are no 

different.
Earlier this week, a 

CNN reporter broadcast 
from a base in Andar, 
Afghanistan – this was a 
base that my soldiers and 
I built, it’s the base where 
I was wounded in 2006. 
Seeing it on the screen 
brought back a lot of mem-
ories – good and bad. When 
we first secured Andar we 
were using an open space 

Thirteen deaths 

are reported 

Of the 41 people hospitalized 
in Onslow County as of Monday, 
Aug. 26, eight have been vacci-

nated and 33 have not been vacci-
nated. (Onslow Memorial Hospital 
illustration)

By Jimmy Williams

Thirteen people in Onslow County 
died due to COVID-19 in the past week, 
according to information provided by 
Glenn Hargett, assistant county manager.

That brings to 182 the number of 
people who have died from COVID-19 in 
Onslow County.

In his weekly email detailing COVID-

19 statistics, Harget said that Onslow 
County health officials say that, on aver-
age, 175 news cases were confirmed 
each day between Monday, Aug. 16, and 
Monday, Aug. 23, he said. In total, there 
were 1,225 new cases since last Monday.

The current count of Onslow County 
cases has reached 22,484 as of Monday, 

(See VETERANS, page �)
(See SURGE, page �)

Boaters 

invited 

to event
A Blessing of the 

Fleet will take place 
as part of the annual 
Swansboro Mullet 
Festival of North 
Carolina this fall.

The event will be on 
the White Oak River at 
Casper’s Marina on Oct. 
8 at 5 p.m.

Viewing will be ideal 
from the town’s Church 
Street Dock.

Sponsored by the 
Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Department 
and the Swansboro 
Festivals Committee, the 
Blessing of the Fleet is 
open to a wide variety 
of folks. Participants are 
welcome.

Boaters invited to 
take part include those 
who work on boats, 
those who protect our 
country, those who pro-
vide food from these 
waters, those who use 
these waters for family 
and pleasure and any 
other boat owners in our 
area.

For more informa-
tion on the event, call 
the Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Department 
at (910) 326-2600.
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By Jimmy Williams

Frank Weaver has been 
given permission to demol-
ish the Edward N. Hill 
House at 214 Water St., but 
he could have to wait up to 
a year to do it.

The Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission 
voted unanimously to 
grant Weaver’s request to 
“demolish/move” the home 
that was built in 1900. The 
motion to approve included 
the stipulation that Weaver 
must wait up to one year. 
In that time, an effort will 
be made to save the home, 
most likely by moving it to 
another location.

The action came at the 
Aug. 17 regular meeting, 
which took place virtu-
ally utilizing the Zoom 
platform. Swansboro 

announced on Aug. 9 – as 
the number of COVID-
19 cases began a sharp 
increase – that town panels 
would return to meeting 
virtually as a way to stem 
the spread of COVID-19.

Weaver submitted his 
request for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to demol-
ish the Hill house at the 
July meeting of the historic 
preservation commission.

In testimony at the July 

hearing, Weaver offered 
to assist in moving the 
structure. His was the only 
testimony supporting either 
moving or demolishing the 
house. Other testimony, 
presented orally and in 
writing, favored keeping 
and restoring the home – a 
contributing structure in the 
Swansboro Historic District 
– where it is.

At the Aug. 17 meet-
ing, while the commission 

members agreed to grant 
the COA, they were not 
pleased with having to do 
it.

Chris Seaberg, town 
manager, told the members 
that few options were avail-
able.

“Unfortunately, the 
state does not give you the 
option to deny,” he said. 
But, Seaberg added, the 
commission could put a 
365-day waiting period in 

place.
Under the rules, the 

Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission 
cannot deny the request to 
demolish the home as it 
does not meet “the requi-
site threshold for national 
or statewide significance.” 
But it can put a one-year 
waiting period in place as a 
condition of the Certificate 

Panel 

allows 

removal 

but puts 

waiting 

period in 

place

(See WAITING, page �)


