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Charlie Smith, Otway
Henry Schindelar, Hubert
Lois Bryan, Newport
Robert Baker, Straits
Ronald Davis, Newport
Bob Willis, Broad Creek

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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HOLIDAY TRADITIONS
Local shops, chains prep for Black Friday scramble 

ABOVE: Floral designer Jo Grice converts ribbon into bows Tuesday at Flowers 
and Design by Ernest in Beaufort ahead of the Black Friday shopping holiday.  
RIGHT: An inverted Christmas Tree is displayed Tuesday at Flowers and Design 
by Ernest in Beaufort, where traditional and contemporary holiday decorations 
are available. (Dylan Ray photos)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

With Thanksgiving 
upon us, anoth-
er, unofficial, 

holiday has arrived to get 
shoppers across the county 
excited: Black Friday. 

Black Friday tradition-
ally kicks off the holiday 
shopping season, and staff 
at Flowers and Designs by 
Ernest in Beaufort hope 
to help patrons get in the 
spirit this year. Kim Britt 
with Flowers and Designs 
said all Christmas-related 
items in the store will be 
50% off all day Friday and 
Saturday.

She said this will be the 
first-ever Black Friday sale 

for the local shop, which 
specializes in custom flow-
er arrangements and sea-
sonal decor, like ornaments 
and wreaths. The store, 
which is already filled to 
the brim with Christmas 
decorations, will be open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday and 8:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday.

“This will probably be 
the biggest discounts we’ll 
offer for the season, so if 
anybody wants Christmas 
stuff, now is the time to 
come,” Ms. Britt said 
Monday ahead of the mad-
ness of the weekend. “…I 
hope it’s crazy busy, that’s 
what we want. If anything, 
people will come and get 

put in the holiday spirit. 
I mean, if you don’t get 
in the holiday spirit after 
coming in here, you just 
need to go on to January.”

Ms. Britt said the shop 
wanted to do a Black 
Friday sale this year as 
a way to show apprecia-
tion for its customers, who 
come from all over the 
county. She said ornaments 
are a particularly popular 
item this time of year, as 
are wreaths and specialty 
arrangements. 

“We have such loyal 
customers, so we thought 
we’d try to offer them an 
even bigger discount than 
what we have in the past,” 

See Prep / Page 4A

CHC
honors
Ausband

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— The Carteret Health 
Care Board 
of Directors 
has named 
its nursing 
scholarship 
after for-
mer Vice 
President of 
Patient Care 
Services Pat 
A u s b a n d , 
who died 
Friday after a brief battle 
with cancer.

The board met at the hos-

Town
to wrap
cleanup
Debris collection
ends Dec. 16

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE 
— Town officials hope to 
finish picking up all vegeta-
tive debris from Hurricane 
Dorian by Monday, Dec. 16, 
according to Town Manager 
Matt Zapp.

The storm, which moved 
just offshore along Bogue 
Banks Sept. 5, didn’t cause 
much structural damage in 
town, but spawned a tor-
nado ahead of the storm that 
touched down in the Islander 
Drive area.

However, Mr. Zapp said 
late last week, the effort 

School goes extra mile for food pantry

AUSBAND

St. Egbert Catholic School fifth-graders, from left, Allan Willis and Ollie 
Womble, donate food Monday to Martha’s Mission Cupboard in Morehead City. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— It may have looked like a 
one vehicle parade Monday 
as an SUV pulled a trailer 
full of children and canned 
goods through Morehead 
City, ending at Martha’s 
Mission Food Cupboard on 
Bay Street.

The group from St. Egbert 
Catholic School, about 2 miles 
away from Martha’s Mission, 
even got a police escort to the 
mission, which provides food 
to needy families.

The entire student body 
and staff lined the sidewalk 
in front of the school on 
Evans Street to watch fifth-
graders fill the trailer and 
take off to their destination.

St. Egbert physical 
education teacher Colleen 
Whilldin said students 

See Debris / Page 10A

See Pantry / Page 4A

pital Monday for its regular 
monthly meeting and decid-
ed by a unanimous vote 
to rename the scholarship 
the Pat Ausband Nursing 
Scholarship. During his 
time at the hospital, Mr. 

See CHC / Page 5A

Rich Donoghue, Pine Knoll Shores
Doris Bedsworth, Morehead City
Carolyn Yeargan, Raleigh
Irene Willis, Morehead City
Carol Walker, Morehead City
Pattie Sue Lowe, Greensboro
Harold Tippett Jr., Morehead City

South River to end
patient transport
Department cites lack of staff

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

SOUTH RIVER — The 
South River-Merrimon Fire 
and EMS Department will 
formally end patient trans-
ports at the end of the cur-
rent fiscal year, Tuesday, 
June 30.

This is according to Chief 
Mason Ellis, who announced 
the pending change in a 
recent letter to county offi-
cials. 

“It is with a heavy heart 
and much sadness that after 
47 years of dedicated ser-
vice to our community, with 
many of our members being 
original or almost original 
members that South River-

Merrimon Fire and EMS is 
going to have to stop doing 
patient transports,” the letter 
reads.

The reason behind 
dropping the service is 
a dwindling pool of new 
recruits. 

“The reason is due to the 
fact that our membership like 
our community is aging with 
most of our EMTs …being 
unable to respond due to 
health issues,” reads Chief 
Ellis’ letter. “The Community 
at large, while generously 
supporting us monetarily, has 
no apparent interest in com-
ing out and getting involved 
with the work at hand. That 
leaves us with no choice but 

See Work / Page 5A
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HOLIDAY TRADITIONS

Local shops, chains prep for Black Friday scramble 

ABOVE: Floral designer Jo Grice converts ribbon into bows Tuesday at Flowers 

and Design by Ernest in Beaufort ahead of the Black Friday shopping holiday.  

RIGHT: An inverted Christmas Tree is displayed Tuesday at Flowers and Design 

by Ernest in Beaufort, where traditional and contemporary holiday decorations 

are available. (Dylan Ray photos)

BY ELISE CLOUSER

NEWS-TIMES

W
ith Thanksgiving 

upon us, anoth-

er, unofficial, 

holiday has arrived to get 

shoppers across the county 

excited: Black Friday. 

Black Friday tradition-

ally kicks off the holiday 

shopping season, and staff 

at Flowers and Designs by 

Ernest in Beaufort hope 

to help patrons get in the 

spirit this year. Kim Britt 

with Flowers and Designs 

said all Christmas-related 

items in the store will be 

50% off all day Friday and 

Saturday.
She said this will be the 

first-ever Black Friday sale 

for the local shop, which 

specializes in custom flow-

er arrangements and sea-

sonal decor, like ornaments 

and wreaths. The store, 

which is already filled to 

the brim with Christmas 

decorations, will be open 

from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Friday and 8:30 a.m. to 1 

p.m. Saturday.

“This will probably be 

the biggest discounts we’ll 

offer for the season, so if 

anybody wants Christmas 

stuff, now is the time to 

come,” Ms. Britt said 

Monday ahead of the mad-

ness of the weekend. “…I 

hope it’s crazy busy, that’s 

what we want. If anything, 

people will come and get 

put in the holiday spirit. 

I mean, if you don’t get 

in the holiday spirit after 

coming in here, you just 

need to go on to January.”

Ms. Britt said the shop 

wanted to do a Black 

Friday sale this year as 

a way to show apprecia-

tion for its customers, who 

come from all over the 

county. She said ornaments 

are a particularly popular 

item this time of year, as 

are wreaths and specialty 

arrangements. 

“We have such loyal 

customers, so we thought 

we’d try to offer them an 

even bigger discount than 

what we have in the past,” 

See Prep / Page 4A
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MOREHEAD CITY 

— The Carteret Health 

Care Board 

of Directors 

has named 

its nursing 

scholarship 

after for-

mer Vice 

President of 

Patient Care 

Services Pat 

A u s b a n d , 

who died 

Friday after a brief battle 

with cancer.

The board met at the hos-

Town
to wrap

cleanup
Debris collection

ends Dec. 16

BY BRAD RICH
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EMERALD ISLE 

— Town officials hope to 

finish picking up all vegeta-

tive debris from Hurricane 

Dorian by Monday, Dec. 16, 

according to Town Manager 

Matt Zapp.

The storm, which moved 

just offshore along Bogue 

Banks Sept. 5, didn’t cause 

much structural damage in 

town, but spawned a tor-

nado ahead of the storm that 

touched down in the Islander 

Drive area.

However, Mr. Zapp said 

late last week, the effort 

School goes extra mile for food pantry

AUSBAND

St. Egbert Catholic School fifth-graders, from left, Allan Willis and Ollie 

Womble, donate food Monday to Martha’s Mission Cupboard in Morehead City. 

(Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 

— It may have looked like a 

one vehicle parade Monday 

as an SUV pulled a trailer 

full of children and canned 

goods through Morehead 

City, ending at Martha’s 

Mission Food Cupboard on 

Bay Street.

The group from St. Egbert 

Catholic School, about 2 miles 

away from Martha’s Mission, 

even got a police escort to the 

mission, which provides food 

to needy families.

The entire student body 

and staff lined the sidewalk 

in front of the school on 

Evans Street to watch fifth-

graders fill the trailer and 

take off to their destination.

St. Egbert physical 

education teacher Colleen 

Whilldin said students 

See Debris / Page 10A

See Pantry / Page 4A

pital Monday for its regular 

monthly meeting and decid-

ed by a unanimous vote 

to rename the scholarship 

the Pat Ausband Nursing 

Scholarship. During his 

time at the hospital, Mr. 

See CHC / Page 5A

Rich Donoghue, Pine Knoll Shores

Doris Bedsworth, Morehead City

Carolyn Yeargan, Raleigh

Irene Willis, Morehead City

Carol Walker, Morehead City
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Harold Tippett Jr., Morehead City

South River to end

patient transport

Department cites lack of staff

BY DEAN-PAUL 

STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

SOUTH RIVER — The 

South River-Merrimon Fire 

and EMS Department will 

formally end patient trans-

ports at the end of the cur-

rent fiscal year, Tuesday, 

June 30.
This is according to Chief 

Mason Ellis, who announced 

the pending change in a 

recent letter to county offi-

cials. 
“It is with a heavy heart 

and much sadness that after 

47 years of dedicated ser-

vice to our community, with 

many of our members being 

original or almost original 

members that South River-

Merrimon Fire and EMS is 

going to have to stop doing 

patient transports,” the letter 

reads.
The reason behind 

dropping the service is 

a dwindling pool of new 

recruits. 
“The reason is due to the 

fact that our membership like 

our community is aging with 

most of our EMTs …being 

unable to respond due to 

health issues,” reads Chief 

Ellis’ letter. “The Community 

at large, while generously 

supporting us monetarily, has 

no apparent interest in com-

ing out and getting involved 

with the work at hand. That 

leaves us with no choice but 

See Work / Page 5A
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HOLIDAY TRADITIONS

Local shops, chains prep for Black Friday scramble 

ABOVE: Floral designer Jo Grice converts ribbon into bows Tuesday at Flowers 

and Design by Ernest in Beaufort ahead of the Black Friday shopping holiday.  

RIGHT: An inverted Christmas Tree is displayed Tuesday at Flowers and Design 

by Ernest in Beaufort, where traditional and contemporary holiday decorations 

are available. (Dylan Ray photos)

BY ELISE CLOUSER

NEWS-TIMES

W
ith Thanksgiving 

upon us, anoth-

er, unofficial, 

holiday has arrived to get 

shoppers across the county 

excited: Black Friday. 

Black Friday tradition-

ally kicks off the holiday 

shopping season, and staff 

at Flowers and Designs by 

Ernest in Beaufort hope 

to help patrons get in the 

spirit this year. Kim Britt 

with Flowers and Designs 

said all Christmas-related 

items in the store will be 

50% off all day Friday and 

Saturday.She said this will be the 

first-ever Black Friday sale 

for the local shop, which 

specializes in custom flow-

er arrangements and sea-

sonal decor, like ornaments 

and wreaths. The store, 

which is already filled to 

the brim with Christmas 

decorations, will be open 

from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Friday and 8:30 a.m. to 1 

p.m. Saturday.“This will probably be 

the biggest discounts we’ll 

offer for the season, so if 

anybody wants Christmas 

stuff, now is the time to 

come,” Ms. Britt said 

Monday ahead of the mad-

ness of the weekend. “…I 

hope it’s crazy busy, that’s 

what we want. If anything, 

people will come and get 

put in the holiday spirit. 

I mean, if you don’t get 

in the holiday spirit after 

coming in here, you just 

need to go on to January.”

Ms. Britt said the shop 

wanted to do a Black 

Friday sale this year as 

a way to show apprecia-

tion for its customers, who 

come from all over the 

county. She said ornaments 

are a particularly popular 

item this time of year, as 

are wreaths and specialty 

arrangements. “We have such loyal 

customers, so we thought 

we’d try to offer them an 

even bigger discount than 

what we have in the past,” 

See Prep / Page 4A
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MOREHEAD CITY 

— The Carteret Health 

Care Board 

of Directors 

has named 

its nursing 

scholarship 

after for-

mer Vice 

President of 

Patient Care 

Services Pat 

A u s b a n d , 

who died 

Friday after a brief battle 

with cancer.The board met at the hos-

Town

to wrap

cleanup

Debris collection

ends Dec. 16BY BRAD RICHNEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE 

— Town officials hope to 

finish picking up all vegeta-

tive debris from Hurricane 

Dorian by Monday, Dec. 16, 

according to Town Manager 

Matt Zapp.The storm, which moved 

just offshore along Bogue 

Banks Sept. 5, didn’t cause 

much structural damage in 

town, but spawned a tor-

nado ahead of the storm that 

touched down in the Islander 

Drive area.However, Mr. Zapp said 

late last week, the effort 

School goes extra mile for food pantry

AUSBAND

St. Egbert Catholic School fifth-graders, from left, Allan Willis and Ollie 

Womble, donate food Monday to Martha’s Mission Cupboard in Morehead City. 

(Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 

— It may have looked like a 

one vehicle parade Monday 

as an SUV pulled a trailer 

full of children and canned 

goods through Morehead 

City, ending at Martha’s 

Mission Food Cupboard on 

Bay Street.The group from St. Egbert 

Catholic School, about 2 miles 

away from Martha’s Mission, 

even got a police escort to the 

mission, which provides food 

to needy families.The entire student body 

and staff lined the sidewalk 

in front of the school on 

Evans Street to watch fifth-

graders fill the trailer and 

take off to their destination.

St. Egbert physical 

education teacher Colleen 

Whilldin said students 

See Debris / Page 10A

See Pantry / Page 4A

pital Monday for its regular 

monthly meeting and decid-

ed by a unanimous vote 

to rename the scholarship 

the Pat Ausband Nursing 

Scholarship. During his 

time at the hospital, Mr. 

See CHC / Page 5A
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Harold Tippett Jr., Morehead CitySouth River to end

patient transport

Department cites lack of staff

BY DEAN-PAUL 

STEPHENSNEWS-TIMES

SOUTH RIVER — The 

South River-Merrimon Fire 

and EMS Department will 

formally end patient trans-

ports at the end of the cur-

rent fiscal year, Tuesday, 

June 30.This is according to Chief 

Mason Ellis, who announced 

the pending change in a 

recent letter to county offi-

cials. “It is with a heavy heart 

and much sadness that after 

47 years of dedicated ser-

vice to our community, with 

many of our members being 

original or almost original 

members that South River-

Merrimon Fire and EMS is 

going to have to stop doing 

patient transports,” the letter 

reads.The reason behind 

dropping the service is 

a dwindling pool of new 

recruits. “The reason is due to the 

fact that our membership like 

our community is aging with 

most of our EMTs …being 

unable to respond due to 

health issues,” reads Chief 

Ellis’ letter. “The Community 

at large, while generously 

supporting us monetarily, has 

no apparent interest in com-

ing out and getting involved 

with the work at hand. That 

leaves us with no choice but 

See Work / Page 5A
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