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Thunder showers are 
possible this weekend 
with highs in the mid-70s 
and lows in the low-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Ava 
Murphy, a student in 
Elaine Selgren’s first 
grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary 
School.

WEEKEND 

WEATHER

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.tidelandnews.com • For a classified: classified@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

T deland News
VOLUME 41, NUMBER 40                     SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                JUNE 10, 2020

The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point budget hearing planned

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Commissioners OK Swansboro urban waterfront designation, Page 5

Onslow County’s COVID-19 cases show spike on Saturday, Page 7

Queens Creek students share what’s on their summer reading lists, Page 8

Swansboro products

Commentary

Coronavirus 

pandemic, 

underwear 

and our right 

to get sick
By Carol Hartsoe

My head is literally 
spinning these days as I try 
to sort through information 
about the pandemic. On one 
hand we have the science 
and medical facts. On the 
other, we have opinions of 
the scientific and medical 
facts. What do we do, what 
do we believe, when will 
it end?

Is it better to wear a 
mask or not wear one? 
Gloves … no gloves. 
Reopen our state, or follow 
phasing guidelines. Listen 
to medical experts or ignore 
the danger and stage a pro-
test to protect our rights?

This whole pandemic 
thing makes me think of 
a children’s story I wrote 
years ago. The main char-

acter is Harvey Marvin, a 
little boy who has a strong 
opinion about underwear. 
He stages a protest … 
makes his opinion known 
… and finds himself alone 
in his opinion.

This story has been cri-
tiqued three times by three 
different judges. The first 
critique was that my humor 
is “off.” The second is that 
Harvey Marvin must be 
taught “good hygiene.” The 
third, well, I don’t wish to 
discuss it. A fourth is my 
own. I like it.

The point is that every 
reader will have their own 
opinion but those opinions 
will not actually change the 
story. Read it and see what 
you think:

Restaurants 

glad to reopen 

Employees, like diners and ev-
eryone, are encouraged to wash 

hands frequently as people ven-
ture out. (Pete Rulon photo)

By Zack Nally

Swansboro’s restaurants are reopened 
and settling in after a few weeks of toe-
ing an uncertain line.

Phase 2 of N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper’s 
plan to slowly ease the stay-at-home 
order allowed restaurants to reopen their 
dining rooms at 50 percent capacity on 
Friday, May 22. Most had remained open 
for takeout during the quarantine period 

of the novel coronavirus, but welcoming 
back dine-in guests was an appreciated 
slice of normalcy for both sides of the 
businesses. 

 “There was a rush of folks that had 
been understandably suffering from some 
cabin fever,” The Boro Restaurant & Bar 
owner Randy Swanson said. “We’re just 
happy to be getting back to some kind of 

(See FACTS, page �)
(See OPEN, page �)

Training 

in town
The USMC 2d 

ANGLICO will conduct 
a communication train-
ing exercise in an urban 
environment in and 
around Swansboro this 
week.

This is an exercise 
that cannot be replicated 
aboard Camp Lejeune, 
according to a press 
release from the town.

The exercise will take 
place on Wednesday, 
June 10, and Thursday, 
June 11, from 10 a.m. 
until 10 p.m.

“This training will 
duplicate other training 
the town has previously 
supported,” the release 
states.

Unmarked govern-
ment vehicles will carry 
unarmed Marines in 
civilian clothes conduct-
ing communication with 
rotary or jet aircraft that 
will be passing over-
head.

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro High 
School’s valedictorian and 
salutatorian for the Class 
of 2020 are products of the 
Swansboro school system. 
Both Courtney Varela, 
valedictorian, and Danielle 
Chadwick, salutatorian, 
have attended Swansboro 
area schools from kinder-
garten through 12th grade.

“The Swansboro High 
School community is proud 
of Courtney and Danielle, 
our valedictorian and salu-
tatorian,” said Helen Gross, 
SHS principal. “They are 
a wonderful representa-
tion of the Class of 2020 
and exemplify what it 
means to be a Swansboro 
Pirate. Their teachers and 
classmates would echo my 
sentiments as both ladies 
are described as dedicated, 
respectful, friendly and 
kind. Those qualities are 
complemented by their 
scholarly performance in all 
of their classes and in their 
service to the Swansboro 
community.

“It has been an honor to 
serve as their principal and 
we look forward to watch-
ing their continued success-
es in college and beyond.”

Courtney Michelle 
Varela, 18, is the daughter 
of Rosalvina Varela and 
Corey Varela. The fam-
ily lives in the Ivy Ridge 
neighborhood.

Verala attended Sand 
Ridge Elementary and 
Swansboro Middle before 
attending Swansboro High 
School.

Though she doesn’t list 
any honor societies, clubs 
or sports among her high 
school years, the valedicto-
rian did earn the AP Scholar 
Award, was named a 

Top SHS students attended local schools

Courtney Varela Danielle Chadwick

Visit this link on Friday, June 12, at 7 p.m.:

https://www.youtube.com/onslowschoolstelevision

Watch the virtual SHS Graduation!

Microsoft Excel and Access 
Certified Specialist and was 
a Sponsors for Academic 
Talent Scholar, which is 
worth a $1,000 scholarship. 
She is also the recipient 
of an SNCO Wives Club 
scholarship in the amount 
of $1,000.

Verala lists history as 
her favorite subject at SHS.

“(We) can always learn 
from the past,” she said.

No one teacher at 
Swansboro High is her 

favorite, Verala said.
“Each of my teachers 

had an influence on my 
education and my enrich-
ment as an individual, so 
I am unable to place one 
teacher to be superior to 
another when I have learned 
so much from every one of 
them,” she explained.

Verala said being chosen 
to assist in orientation for 
the 2019-20 school year 
was significant.

“At the start of my 

senior year, I participated 
as a Marshall in the open 
house by guiding new stu-
dents and familiar friends 
to classrooms and different 
hallways,” she explained. 
“It was my job to hand 
out flyers with the map of 
the school and welcome 
students. This was a memo-
rable moment for me while 
at SHS because it reminded 
me of my first time walk-
ing those hallways. I looked 
around and saw some puz-

zled faces that read, ‘Yes 
… I’m a freshman,’ and 
the families nodding their 
heads but pointing in differ-
ent directions to where they 
suggested they should go. 
I would walk up to them 
and tell them where they 
needed to go. It was nostal-
gic and bittersweet since I 
knew that this was the last 
time, I would have to roam 
those halls. However, it was 

(See PRODUCTS, page �)

Swansboro residents are 
encouraged to support the 
Swansboro High School 
Class of 2020 as the gradu-
ates participate in a motor-
cade on Saturday, June 13, 
beginning at 9 a.m.

The motorcade will 
begin at Swansboro 
Elementary School and 
travel east on N.C. 24 
before turning right onto 
Old Hammock Road and 
then right onto Hammocks 
Beach Road.

The motorcade will 
disperse at the end of 
Hammocks Beach Road.

“Town residents are 
encouraged to participate 
by showing support along 
the motorcade route while 
maintaining social distance 
requirements,” according to 
a statement from the town.

SHS motorcade

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2D&uuid=bfe48d8c-bb84-562c-89d6-498b07c9e26d

