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BEAUFORT

Carteret County health of-
ficials reported Monday 17 
new COVID-19 cases were 
confirmed since Friday, bring-
ing the total to date to 4,893 
documented cases in the 
county since March 2020.

This week marks the end of 
the county’s mass vaccination 
clinics. The county will host the 
final first-dose mass clinic Fri-
day at the former Kmart build-
ing in Morehead City at 4915 
Arendell St. To sign up for the 
clinic, call 252-728-8500, op-
tion 2, during normal business 
hours.

The County Health Depart-
ment will continue to offer 
vaccinations by appointment, 
and vaccines are now avail-
able at private pharmacies 
and physicians’ offices. Any-
one age 16 years and older is 
eligible to receive the vaccine 
everywhere in the U.S. 

Despite the increase in new 
cases, the number of active 
cases in Carteret County fell 
since Friday, from 51 to 29 
reported Monday. Recovered 
cases increased to 4,813, and 
deaths remained at 51 over 
the same period.

In addition, Carteret Health 
Care in Morehead City re-
ported three COVID-related 
hospitalizations Monday, rep-
resenting no change in hospi-
talizations from Friday.

Carteret confirms 
17 COVID-19 cases; 
mass vaccination 
clinic ends Friday

NEWPORT

Olen Hoover, Stella
Norman Mundell, Newport
Francis Gaines, Swansboro
Donald Brown, Morehead City
Taylor Jones, Beaufort
Cecil Wilkerson Jr., Morehead City

Paul Faraone, Pine Knoll Shores
Russell Wright, Newport
Ronald Grimes Sr., Swansboro
Virginia Hicks, Cape Carteret
Bennie Johnson Jr., Newport
James Shallcross, Pine Knoll Shores

See MILITARY Page 2A

lending a hand

NEWPORT

Wednesday
April 28

Thursday 
April 29

Friday 
April 30

Saturday 
May 1

Sunday 
May 2

Low 3:18 a.m. 4:12 a.m. 5:08 a.m. 6:06 a.m. 7:08 a.m.
3:09 p.m. 3:59 p.m. 4:52 p.m. 5:49 p.m. 6:53 p.m.

High 9:12 a.m 10:03 a.m. 10:58 a.m. 11:56 a.m. 12:27 a.m

9:40 p.m 10:33 p.m. 11:26 p.m. --------  1:01 p.m.
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Rick Smith of Newport 
took home the people’s 
choice trophy Sunday at 
the first Love Newport Pig 
Cookin’ Contest at Short-
way Brewing Co., which 
collected in $4,163 in dona-
tions.

Matt and Lindsay 
Shortway partnered with 
Bread and Barley Church to 
host the contest in order to 
provide locals and visitors 
alike with a community 
event to tide them over 
until the town can hold 
the Newport Pig Cookin’ 
Contest next year. The 
town event was canceled 
last year and this spring 
as a precaution due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Organizers of the event 
Sunday raised money to 
repair and renovate the 
public basketball court at 
the Newport Little League 
ballfield.

Ms. Shortway said Mon-
day they had approximately 
500 people attend the event, 
and they exceeded their 
donation goal of $3,000. 

The winner, Mr. Smith, 
said it was “pretty cool” to 
win the contest, the pick of 
16 contestants who partici-
pated. 

“There were so many 
good cookers out there,” 
Mr. Smith said. “Anybody 
could have won it.” 

He went on to confess he 
had an “unfair advantage” 
in the form of advice from 

experienced pig cooker 
Chris Garner. 

“Chris Garner has one of 
the best barbecue recipes in 
the state,” Mr. Smith said. 
“He told me to cook it low 
and slow.” 

The Shortways hosted 
the contest in the beer gar-
den of their craft brewery 
on Chatham Street. Sunday 
afternoon, two tables held 
trays of barbecue from the 
contestants for visitors to 
sample from. Beer mugs 
sat in front of each tray, and 
visitors could place dona-
tions of $1 or more in them  
to vote for their choice of 
best barbecue. 

Carteret County Com-
missioner Chuck Shinn, 
formerly a Newport town 
council member, said Sun-
day he thinks the contest 
“is a great event and I’m 
glad we’ve got a business 
that’s come to town and is 
promoting the good of the 
community.” 

“We’ve got a lot of good 
things in Newport,” he 
continued. “We’re thank-
ful to Matt and Lindsay 
Shortway. If we had a key 
to the city, I’d say they 
deserve it.” 

Barley and Bread Church 
Pastor J. Woodard was also 
one of the contestants. He 
said his church got in-
volved because they meet 
at the brewery. 

“Fifty years ago, the 
church was the center of the 
community,” Pastor Wood-
ard said. “Today, Shortway 

CHERYL BURKE
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BEAUFORT — With 17% of students 
enrolled in the Carteret County school system 
military dependents, educators wanted to 
celebrate them in April, which is recognized 
as the Month of the Military Child.

During their April 13 meeting, County 
Board of Education members unanimously 
approved a resolution recognizing the month.

In addition, two Croatan High School 
students shared about their efforts to start a 
Student 2 Student program, designed to help 
students from military families transition into 
a new school and community.

“Student 2 Student is a program that brings 
military and civilian students together to wel-
come new students, create a positive environ-
ment, support academic excellence and ease 
transitions,” CHS sophomore Tayla Statham 
said during the meeting.

Tayla, who is not from a military family, 
started the program with junior Ryan Micha-
lowicz who enrolled at CHS as a freshman in 
2018. His father is in the U.S. Navy and sta-
tioned at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune.

Ryan said his family moved to Carteret 
County during the summer of 2018 from the 
Washington, D.C. area.

“On my first day (at CHS) I knew one per-
son. To put it simply, my day was terrible,” 
he said.

However, he continued that thanks to a 
friendly girl who sat in front of him in his 
first period class,and things quickly changed.

“She actually ended up inviting me to her 
birthday party a few months later. Now she 

Croatanstudentslaunchtransitionprogramtohelpmilitaryfamilies

“
”

the children of our armed forces give up so much in a lifestyle that they didn’t even choose — moving away from their home and their friends, as  well as the deployment of a parent keeping them apart. In our county alone, there are roughly 600 students with one or more parents in the military.
- tayla statham, croatan

is one of my best friends. That is the power 
of reaching out,” Ryan said. “That’s why I 
was so open to helping to establish a Student 
2 Student club at Croatan, and why I think 
it’s so important to help students form con-
nections with others. Because if she never 
reached out, I’m not sure where I would be 
today.”

The junior explained that Student 2 Stu-
dent makes sure no students sit alone, each 
has equal opportunity and then become part 
of their community.

“Student 2 Student is super important and 
we are excited to bring this opportunity to 
our high school,” Ryan said.

Croatan High School student Tayla Statham, left, shares about a Student 2 Student program she and 
student Ryan Michalowicz, from a military family, right, started at the school to help military depen-
dent students transition into a new school and community. It was among the ways school officials 
celebrated April as Month of the Military Child during the April 13 school board meeting in Beaufort. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

Shortway Brewing Co., Bread and Barley Church hold pig cooking contest

is the center. Them hosting 
events like this helps bring 
the community together.” 

Newport Mayor Dennis 
Barber expressed his grati-
tude to the Shortways and 
the church for holding the 
event in lieu of the town 
contest, which the mayor 
assures residents and others 

will return in 2022. 
“I’m grateful for Matt, 

Lindsay and the church for 
putting this on,” Mr. Barber 
said. “This isn’t to replace 
the Newport contest, this is 
a community event. With 
the governor’s orders, we 
wouldn’t have been able to 
hold the Newport contest.”

Town manager Bryan 
Chadwick said he and other 
town officials are “very 
excited” to see an event 
like the Love Newport Pig 
Cookin’ Contest. 

“For the past couple 
years, COVID-19 has kept 
people indoors,” he said. 
“This is Newport, we enjoy 

life and we enjoy food. 
People are ready to get out 
and support the commu-
nity.” 

For at least one per-
son, the contest was their 
first time attending such a 
celebration. Reed Meador 

Bread and Barley Church volunteer Kaylee Finch dishes up barbecue Sunday at the Love Newport Pig Cookin’ Contest at Shortway 
Brewing Co. in Newport. (Mike Shutak photo)
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