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NEWS-TIMES Top athletes in the fall
Top athletes in each of the six fall sports 

for county high schools have been named. 
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Arthur Stafford Jr., Beaufort
Gary Lewis, Newport

Mark Beasley, Broad Creek
Leonard Gould, King

Thomas Fitzpatrick, Newport
Bernard Cruz, Fredericksburg, Va.

Glenn Kenan, Beaufort
Ruth Rhodes, Emerald Isle

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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SPO: Beaches fine after coastal storm
BY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE 
— “There’s a lot of beach 
erosion where I am,” 
Carteret County Shore 
Protection Office Manager 
Greg Rudolph said around 
lunchtime Monday, after a 
nor’easter, that had affected 
the state’s coastline for most 
of three days, had pulled 
away. “I’m in Nags Head.”

That doesn’t appear to be 
the case in Carteret County.

While the storm caused 
flooding all along the Outer 
Banks, including Nags 
Head and even in Morehead 
City and Beaufort, it didn’t 
– at least according to ini-
tial reports Mr. Rudolph had 
heard while he was out of 
town for a meeting – cause 
significant erosion along 
Bogue Banks, from Atlantic 

Beach west to Emerald 
Isle’s tip.

“This was a pretty typical 
nor’easter,” he said. “They 
tend to hit the Outer Banks 
pretty hard, but us, not usu-
ally so bad.”

Reports from Emerald 
Isle residents over the 
weekend said the ocean 
tides were getting close to, 
but not into, the new beach 
grasses planted on the dunes 

during a beach nourish-
ment project completed this 
spring in eastern Emerald 
Isle, all of Indian Beach and 
most of Salter Path.

Mr. Rudolph said that’s 
expected, given the strength 
of the storm when it got 
here after forming offshore 
to the south.

Emerald Isle Town 
Manager Matt Zapp con-
firmed this.

“We have not had reports 
of significant beach loss due 
to this weekend’s storm,” he 
said about 1 p.m. Monday.

However, there were 
some problems in Emerald 
Isle even before the storm 
within part of the area nour-
ished from the western limit 
of town to the “dog leg” on 
Ocean Drive.

On Nov. 8, the town 

Operation Christmas Child
collections underway

Operation Christmas Child regional collection center co-director Gwen Davis prepares boxes for shipping Tuesday in the regional center 
at Glad Tidings Church in Morehead City. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY— 
A small shoebox may not 
seem like much. However, 
when it’s filled with toys 
and school supplies, it can 
become a big deal for a 
child in need.

That’s why volunteers 

opened the Operation 
Christmas Child regional 
collection center Monday 
at Glad Tidings Church in 
Morehead City.

National Collection 
Week for OCC began 
Monday and will continue 
through Monday, Nov. 25.

The international 

Christian relief effort, orga-
nized by Samaritan’s Purse 
in Boone, involves pack-
ing toys, hygiene products 
or clothing in shoeboxes. 
The boxes are distributed 
to needy children in more 
than 100 nations.

“It’s an opportunity to 
fulfill what Jesus said about 

going into all the world to 
preach the gospel. This is 
a unique opportunity to do 
that,” regional collection 
center co-director Gwen 
Davis said as she sorted 
boxes that were dropped 
off Tuesday in the church’s 
Family Life Center.

Glad Tidings serves as a 

regional collection center 
for Carteret, Craven, Jones, 
Onslow and Pamlico coun-
ties. In addition, county 
relay centers are set up at 
New Hope Baptist Church 
in Beaufort and Cape 
Carteret Baptist Church.

Changing of guard: Baker,
commissioners sworn in

Outgoing Town Clerk Ashleigh Huffman presents 
departing Mayor Dave Fowler a plaque for his service 
Monday night at town hall. (Brad Rich photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — 
One reelected incumbent 
commissioner, two new 
ones and a new mayor took 
the oath of office Monday 
night as three other elect-
ed officials and one long-
time staff member stepped 
down.

The changing-of-the-
guard took place in town 
hall off Dolphin Street 
almost two weeks after 
a hotly contested Nov. 5 
municipal election.

New 56-year-old Mayor 
Will Baker, a retired 
assistant utility direc-

tor with Hillsborough 
who now makes his liv-
ing as a musician, defeat-
ed Commissioner Charlie 
Evans 266 to 265 for the 
mayor’s post after eight-
year incumbent Dave 
Fowler, 70, chose not to 
seek reelection.

In brief comments after 
taking the oath, Mayor 
Baker said his wife prob-
ably “questioned my san-
ity” when he told her he 
was going to run for the 
office.

“I want to thank this 
(past) board for its service,” 
he said, noting all politi-
cians “open yourselves to 
so much scrutiny.”

He said he couldn’t say 
enough positive things 
about Mr. Evans, whom he 
got to know during the race 
and called a man of “great 
character.”

He also noted the razor-
thin margin in the may-
oral election, calling it a 

Town
OKs
hotel
in split
vote

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — In 
a split 3-2 vote with 
Commissioners Marianna 
Hollinshed and John 
Hagle dissenting, town 
commissioners approved 
site plans for a Compass 
hotel, pending develop-
ers meeting a number of 
caveats. 

Town commissioners 
made the decision dur-
ing their Monday eve-
ning meeting at the Broad 
Street train depot. Unlike 
the planning board, the 
commission did not take 
public comment on the 
matter. 

“The site plan reviews 
by the planning board and 
the board of commission-
ers are not public hear-
ing items,” Planning and 
Inspections Director Kyle 

NCHP
awaits
test
results
Investigating
fatal wreck

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The 
N.C. Highway Patrol is 
still examining existing 
evidence and waiting for 
more information about 
a wreck that killed resi-
dent Sabrina Powell, 27, 
at the intersection of 
Highway 101 and Steel 
Town Road Nov. 9.

Sgt. David Clifton of 
the Morehead City HP 
office said Tuesday the 
agency is still awaiting 
the results of blood tests 
of both drivers and is 
also waiting for a crash 

See Hotel / Page 5A
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Inside today:
Find wind speeds, 

precipitation totals and 
more from the recent 

coastal storm on Page 2A.  
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