
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!

• Huge crowd enjoys Cape Carteret festival

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Onslow Bay Salt Water Club treats vets to a day fishing, Page 5
Several Halloween events are planned this week, Pages 6 and 7
Sand Ridge is featured this week in ‘It’s Elementary,’ Page 12
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Swansboro Parks 
and Recreation 
Department will part-
ner with BackPack 
Friends to sponsor the 
Thanksgiving Peanut 
Butter and Jelly Drive, 
according to Robby 
Fellows, recreation pro-
gram supervisor.

Donations of small 
jars of peanut butter and 
squeeze jelly – and cash 
– will be collected at the 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center through Nov. 
22 all to be donated to 
BackPack Friends. The 
nonprofit organization 
prepares backpacks filled 
with food for school-
children in Carteret and 
Onslow counties who 
might need it, to take 
home for the weekend.

Donations will be 
accepted daily, 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. 

The collection effort 
will culminate on Friday, 
Nov. 22, at the recre-
ation department with a 
free “kids crafts” event 
and the showing of the 
movie “Free Birds,” 6-
8:30 p.m.

The children will 
make Thanksgiving 
crafts from 6 to 7 p.m. 
when the movie begins. 
For a donation of at 
least $10, kids can have 
unlimited popcorn with 
all money donated to 
BackPack Friends.

Bring blankets for 
you and your kids to sit 
on for the movie or bring 
low-sitting beach chairs

For information call 
(910) 326-2600.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
There is rain in 

the weekend weather 
forecast. Highs will 
be in the low-70s and 
lows will be in the 
mid-50s.

This week’s 
weather picture is 
drawn by Fatoumata 
Gueye, a student in 
Debi Constable’s first 
grade at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.

Town 

project 

supports

BackPack

Commentary

The Pharisee, 

tax collecter 

and racism

... Not me!

Front Street 

reveals secrets
By Amelia Dees-Killette

On a bitterly cold day in January 
2018, Bobby Southerlin, principal 
investigator with the Archaeological 
Consultants of the Carolinas Inc., dug 
two test holes on a grassy lot on Front 
Street in Swansboro.

This piece of land, which may have 
never had a structure on it, was part 
of the original Lot 4 on the plat map 
Theophilus Weeks created in 1771 to 
become the town of Swansborough.

Almost 250 years later, in just a few 

By D.G. Martin

Dear Lord, thank good-
ness I am not a racist like 
some of our top political 
leaders.

Is this how you open 
your public prayers?

Or do you just blast out 
the racism charge whenever 
somebody makes a remark, 
tells a story, or argues for 
a different position from 
yours on public policy?

I have wondered about 
my own “quick on the 
draw” condemnations of 
others when their state-
ments and actions seemed 
to show racist tendencies. 
On the other hand, when 
I hear someone proudly 
assert, “I don’t have a racist 
bone in my body” or “Some 
of my best friends are 
black,” I roll my eyes with 
thorough skepticism.

These thoughts came 
roaring back on a recent 
Sunday when Rev. Pat 
Rabun, minister at Little 
Chapel on the Boardwalk, 
Wrightsville Beach, 
preached a sermon on The 
Parable of the Pharisee 
and the Tax Collector from 
Luke 18:9-14.

The New International 
Version of the words spo-
ken by Jesus:

To some who were 
confident of their own righ-
teousness and looked down 
on everyone else, Jesus told 
this parable: “Two men 
went up to the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood by himself 
and prayed: ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other 
people – robbers, evildo-

(See NOT, page �)

(See SECRETS, page �)

The braying duck!
A male mallard duck has little privacy as he attempts to 

take a bath in the pond at Possumwood Acres Wildlife Sanc-
tuary in Hubert, photo at left. The males tend to rear up to 
make sure the water gets to all the feathers for a good clean 

bath, photo at right, according to Toni O’Neil, PAWS direc-
tor. She said that as they rear up, the ducks will sometimes 
make a “braying quack” that she refers to as the “donkey 
call.” (Pete Rulon photos)

Special election
Four candidates seek term’s remainder

By Jimmy Williams

For a two-part series, Tideland 
News invited each of the 10 candi-
dates for Swansboro commissioner 
to submit biographical information 
and answers to two questions. The 
responses are being printed over 
two weeks with the six candidates 
for the regular election included 
in the Oct. 16 edition and the four 
candidates in the special election 
printed in today’s editon, Oct. 23.

Swansboro employs a five-
commissioner system with terms 
staggered. Under normal circum-
stances, three commissioners are 

elected every two years with the 
top two finishers serving four-year 
terms and the candidate finish-
ing third serving a two-year term. 
This allows for voters to choose a 
majority of the board every election 
cycle.

The mayor serves a four-year 
term but only has a vote in the case 
of tie. The current mayor’s term 
ends in 2021.

Candidates in the regular 
municipal race are Roy Herrick 
and Frank Tursi, incumbents, and 
Jeffrey Conaway, Laurent Meilleur, 
P.J. Pugliese and Jerry Seddon.

In the Swansboro special elec-

tion, which will coincide with the 
regular election, there are four can-
didates. On the ballot are Bradley 
Buckley, Larry Philpott, Jeffrey 
“Dusty” Rhodes and Jennifer 
Steele.

These four are seeking to win 
a seat on the board that will run 
through December 2021.

Phil Keagy currently holds the 
seat. He was appointed in August 
2018 to replace Angela Clinton, but 
only for the first half of her four-
year term. Clinton was elected in 
the 2017 election but resigned in 
August 2018 citing medical issues.

Keagy – like Commissioner 

Brent Hatlestad, who is completing 
the two-year term he won in 2017 
– chose not to run for office this 
year.

The four winners in the Nov. 5 
election will join Commissioner Pat 
Turner, who was elected to a four-
year term in 2017.

For this article, the candidates 
were asked to respond to two ques-
tions:

Question: In recent action, some 
town commissioners expressed 
dissatisfaction with the town’s 
Land-Use Plan adopted earlier this 
(See FOUR, page �)

A piece of an 18th century or early 19th century hand-blown case 
bottle was found after the excavation in the relocated earth.


