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T deland News

The Mullet Boro Benefit 
will take place Saturday, 
Oct.14, from noon until 8 
p.m. at the Rotary Civic 
Center in Swansboro.

Scheduled following 
the postponement of the 
64th annual Mullet Festival 
– originally planned for Oct. 
14 and 15 – the benefit is a 
free concert featuring the Joe 
Pope Tams and Jim Quick 
and the Coastline Band.

It is taking place “to 
maintain community spirit 
and provide an opportunity 
for fellowship,” according 
to a press release from 
the Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

Several local food trucks 
will also be at the benefit. 
Monetary donations will be 
accepted at the door to ben-
efit Swansboro-area families 
that have suffered losses 
from the storm.

Due to recovery efforts 
in downtown Swansboro fol-
lowing Hurricane Florence, 
the Swansboro Mullet 
Festival of North Carolina 
was delayed a month and 
will take place Nov. 10 and 
11.

For more information, 
call (910) 326-4428.
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Commentary: Storm story shared
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be sunny and a little 
cooler, with highs in the 
mid-70s and lows in the 
low-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Gemma Kenney, a stu-
dent in Gina Boyer’s 
first grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary School.

As Hurricane Florence was drawing 
a bead on Onslow County, Joe Mobley 
of Swansboro, a local author and former 
Tideland News writer, was the subject 
of interest among his former U.S. Navy 
shipmates.

“I had an email from my ship’s orga-
nization checking on me because I was 
in Florence’s bulls eye. I decided to send 
a letter the newsletter editor could post 
on the website or on the ship’s Facebook 
page. Most of my former shipmates live 
in states that don’t have hurricanes.”

The story he prepared for his for-
mer shipmates, just after Florence blew 
through town, follows.

By Joe Mobley

Cape Verde was the first foreign port 
of call for the USS Rich on its 1969 
Red Sea cruise. It was also the point of 

origin for Hurricane Florence, the first 
major hurricane of 2018.

As morning coffee was brewing in 
many homes, Florence was beginning 
to brew into a behemoth. The small 
waterfront community of Swansboro, 
North Carolina, my hometown, was in 
its crosshairs.

Swansboro is a picturesque town, 
worthy of a Norman Rockwell painting 
of small town America. It sits on the 
Intracoastal Waterway only 3 miles from 
the Atlantic Ocean. Nearby rivers and 
streams provide abundant fishing and 
all types of water sports. Anything from 
kayaking to deep-sea charter fishing is 
available. Annual festivals and events 
temporarily swell the town’s population 
fivefold.

Two nearby Marine Corps bases, 
very little snow and a much milder win-
ter attract transplants from most every 

state in the union. Native North Carolina 
folks are a bit of a rarity, those native to 
Swansboro are even more rare. Which 
sometimes poses a dilemma at hurricane 
time.

Many area residents have never 
experienced the harsh wrath of one of 
Mother Nature’s hurricanes. Especially 
as it comes off the ocean and storms 
ashore like WWII troops stormed 
Normandy. The uninitiated quickly get 
initiated. Key to survival is prepared-
ness.

In a hurricane, folks just have to 
endure Mother Nature’s wrath, hoping 
the roof stays on and floodwaters don’t 
rise higher than their first floor.

Some residents leave the area or seek 
refuge in safety shelters. Some hard-
core residents, such as myself, just ain’t 
going to leave during a hurricane, come 
hell or high water. With Florence, both 

came in abundance.
I simply describe the sounds of a 

hurricane as this: “The howling winds 
and torrential rain sound like a hundred-
mile long freight train constantly clatter-
ing just above your head.”

Comparing a tropical storm to 
Florence is like comparing a ground-
swell to a tsunami. Unless you have 
been in the midst of a hurricane, all 
the pictures, stories and videos cannot 
explain one.

The first point of attack was the 
shoreline of the Atlantic Ocean at nearby 
Emerald Isle. Scant weeks before, the 
miles of sandy beach had been packed 
with throngs of sunburned, lobster-red 
tourists. Florence attacked the shoreline 
like a vengeful, treacherous serpent. Its 
path crawled forward, wreaking damage 
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The Swansboro Land-Use 
Plan Update Committee will 
meet in regular session Oct. 11 
at 6 p.m. in the multi-purpose 
room at Swansboro Recreation 
Center.

Meeting on tap

(See STORM, page �)

Family is working to save home

Michael Favata of Swansboro captured an image of a rainbow in 
the northwestern sky over Swansboro on the morning of Tuesday, 

Oct. 9. He said the photo was taken looking from Hammocks Beach 
Road. “It’s actually a double rainbow,” Favata said.

Somewhere under the rainbow

A Certificate of Appropriateness for Demolition was 
granted to the family of Bob and Judy Bennett for the 

The Clen Irvin House, which was badly damaged dur-
ing Hurricane Florence. (Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

There are times when simply 
doing your job can be heart-
breaking. Such was the case 
when the Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission met in 
special session on Wednesday, 
Oct. 3.

Coming before the commis-
sion, with a request to obtain a 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
for Demolition, was the family 
of Bob and Judy Bennett. Their 
home at 205 Walnut St. – The 
Clen Irvin House – was badly 
damaged during Hurricane 
Florence and, as a result of an 
inspection on Oct. 2, was con-
demned.

Clearly, the family is not 
ready to give up on the historic 
structure, built by Robert Lee 
Smith for Irvin, an employee 
of the Swansboro Land and 
Lumber Co., in 1904.

In her opening comments to 
the commission, Judy Bennett 
said, “Our house was destroyed 
in the hurricane.” But she could 
not finish the sentence, “My 
family has lived in that house 
since …”

According to Andrea Correll, 
town planner, the home has been 
in the family for generations.

And though the request was 
to demolish the structure, family 
members were reluctant to sim-
ply go to that stage.

Razing a historic structure, 
Correll told the commission 
members is a rare occurrence. 
After pointing out that she has 
been a planner for 34 years, she 
said, “I’ve only condemned one 

other historic structure. This is 
heartbreaking.” But, she added, 
“We have an unsafe condition. 
That is why we acted so quick-
ly to get them on the agenda.”

In response to a question, 
Bob Bennett told the commis-

sion members he came to town 
hall on Oct. 2 seeking guidance. 
That led to an inspection by Jim 
Stipe, code enforcement officer, 
according to Correll. By Oct. 3, 
Stipe’s order of condemnation 
was in the family’s hand and 

they were allowed to present 
their case to the commission at 
the special meeting, which had 
been called early on Oct. 1 for 
other matters.

Linda Thornley, chairman 
of the Historic Preservation 

Commission, explained the 
commission’s role early in the 
meeting, to consider requests 
for COAs. Later, Correll noted 
that because the home – con-
(See DELAY, page �)


