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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Charles Hansley, Stella
Margaret Daniels, Tusk
Sylvia Woolard, Beaufort
Edward Smith, Newport
Donald Henry, Beaufort

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Cape Carteret confirms referendum date

DSS, officials march to raise awareness of child abuse

Bill could upend tree removal ordinances

Marchers, many employees of the County Department of 
Social Services, set out Tuesday from the DSS parking lot for a 
march through Beaufort in recognition of April as Child Abuse 
Awareness Month. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL 
BURKE
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BEAUFORT 

— Wearing T-
shirts and car-
rying signs that 
stated, “No 
excuse for child 
abuse,” near-
ly 100 people 
walked through 
the streets of this community 
Tuesday morning.

Many of those walking 
were employees of the County 
Department of Social Services, 
which sponsored the walk in 
recognition of April being Child 
Abuse Awareness Month.

“We want to make our county 

aware of child 
abuse and that it 
takes the com-
munity to com-
bat the problem,” 
Department of 
Social Services 
Director Clint 
Lewis said during 
a brief ceremony 
held in the DSS 
parking lot prior 

to the march.
“Every child deserves a safe 

and happy home,” Consolidated 
Human Services Director Cindy 

Holman added. “No matter what 

socio-economic background, all 

children deserve safety and love.”

See Abuse / Page 5A

‘No matter what socio-
economic background, 
all children deserve 
safety and love.’               

— Cindy Holman
Consolidated Human 

Services director

BY MIKE SHUTAK
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PINE KNOLL SHORES 

— There’s a bill before the 
N.C. General Assembly limit-
ing municipalities’ authority to 
regulate tree removal, and one 
Carteret County mayor thinks the 
state legislature is overstepping 
its purpose.

On March 26, three GOP state 

senators – Sen. Brent Jackson, 
R-Duplin, Sen. Joyce Krawiec, 
R-Davie, and Sen. Tom McInnis, 
R-Anson – filed Senate Bill 367, 
or the Clarify Property Owners’ 
Rights Act. Sen. Norm Sanderson, 
R-Carteret (Craven, Pamlico), is 
also a secondary sponsor for the 
bill. 

According to the bill, if made 
law it would require county and 

municipal governments to receive 
General Assembly authorization 
to create new ordinances regu-
lating tree removal from private 
property. 

“Any ordinance regulating the 
removal of trees from private 
property shall provide that the 
owner of the private property 
may remove any tree on the prop-
erty that interferes with a con-

struction or renovation project, 
so long as the owner replaces the 
tree with a sapling of the same or 
similar type,” the bill says. “For 
purposes of this section, the term 
‘sapling’ means any tree between 
1 and 4 inches in diameter at 
breast height.”

Some municipalities and coun-
ties already have tree removal 
ordinance on the books. This 

includes Pine Knoll Shores, a 

town where many residents have 

publicly expressed their support 

of preserving their trees, especial-

ly those in the maritime forest. 

While SB 367 goes on to 

authorize a number of pre-

existing tree removal ordinanc-

es from various counties and 

See Tree / Page 4A
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CAPE CARTERET — After 
more than a year of sometimes 
acrimonious debate, there’s offi-
cially a date for a resident-request-
ed referendum on whether the 
town should have a manager or an 
administrator at its helm.

Commissioners Monday night 
agreed by consensus not to change 

the date of the ballot referendum, 
currently set for the Tuesday, Nov. 
5 municipal election. 

The board last month discussed 
switching the referendum on the 
town’s form of government from 
the municipal election to a special 
election ballot, which will deter-
mine North Carolina’s next 3rd 
Congressional District representa-
tive, either in July or September.

The board took no action at that 
time, however, and it was back 
on the agenda for the monthly 
meeting Monday in town hall off 
Dolphin Street.

Commissioner Charlie Evans 
quickly made the motion to keep 
the referendum on the Nov. 5 
ballot.

“As exciting as that (U.S. 
House) race might be,” he said, 

the town municipal election 
should generate a larger turnout 
and ensure more voters have their 
say on the town’s form of govern-
ment. 

“I think we should keep it on 
Nov. 5,” Mr. Evans said. He got a 
second from Commissioner Don 
Miller.

But Commissioner Mike King 
said he didn’t think a motion was 

needed to not change the date and 
Town Attorney Brett DeSelms 
agreed. Mr. Evans withdrew 
his motion and the date will not 
change. No commissioner voiced 
opposition.

Town Clerk Ashleigh Huffman 
in early March filed with the 
County Board of Elections the 
paperwork necessary to hold the 
referendum Nov. 5.

The ballot language, according 

the elections office, is on “deter-

mining whether the town of Cape 

Carteret shall remain under the 

mayor-council form of govern-

ment.”

But when the board voted in 

October 2018 to hold the referen-

dum, members told residents who 

See Confi rms / Page 5A

Early voting begins
One-stop early voting in the special election primary contests for the U.S. House seat representing North Carolina’s 3rd Congressional District opens 

Wednesday morning at the County Board of Elections office in Beaufort, seen here, as well as the Western Park Community Center in Cedar Point. Find 
sample ballots on Page 6A. (Dylan Ray photo) 

Melvin Garner Jr., Newport
Walter Norris Jr., Swansboro
Harold Davis III, Emerald Isle
Elizabeth Daniel, Mt. Pleasant, S.C.
Linda Bailey, Carteret County

Sammie Fenderson Jr., Morehead City

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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BEAUFORT — After 
Judge Joshua Willey denied 
a request Monday to dismiss 
charges of murder in the first 
degree, the attorneys of David 
Isaiah Godwin began crafting 
their defense for why he killed 
Wendy Tamagne in 2016.

Mr. Godwin, 28, of 
Newport, is charged with mur-
dering and dismembering Ms. 
Tamagne, 38, on July 4, 2016, 
in her home at Country Club 
Apartments in Morehead City. 
His attorneys, Ernest Conner 
Jr. and Philip Clarke III, argued 
the prosecution, led by assis-
tant district attorneys David 
Spence and Ashley Eatmon, 
failed to prove premeditation 
and other requirements for 
first degree murder. 

Judge Willey disagreed, and 
the trial proceeded in Carteret 
County Criminal Superior 
Court. 

During opening statements 
last week, Mr. Conner told 
the jury he would not argue 
his client did not commit the 
act, as overwhelming evidence 
ties Mr. Godwin to the scene. 
Rather, he would try to “paint 
a full picture” of the accused 
and explain the reasoning, or 
lack thereof, behind it.

“This is not a who-done-
it, it’s a why,” he said during 
opening statements.

The defense claims Mr. 
Godwin experienced trauma 
and mental illness throughout 
his life that can help explain 
his actions. To illustrate this, 
they called his mother, Linda 
Godwin, as their first witness 
to testify on the stand.

Ms. Godwin said her son, 
who she and her husband 
adopted out of an abusive situ-
ation when he was 4 years old, 
has exhibited behavioral and 
social problems since he was 
young. When he was a teenag-
er, she said he was diagnosed 
with Asperger’s syndrome, 
depression, bipolar disorder 
and other conditions. She also 
testified he attempted suicide 
several times throughout his 
life.

Mr. Godwin frequently 
experienced trouble at school 
and with the law and was on 
probation for a DWI at the 
time of the murder, according 
to proceedings. At one point, 
Ms. Godwin said he ran away 
from home and hitchhiked 
across the country, ending up 
in San Francisco, Calif., before 
he returned home, missing a 
court date in the process.

The state pointed out that 
Mr. Godwin shows a pattern 

Defense
begins
case
Witnesses testify
to Godwin’s state

See Godwin / Page 4A

Big wins
The Croatan 

softball team racks 
up back-to-back, 
one-run wins to 
move up to only a 
half game out of 
first place.
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