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INSIDE TIDES

Hubie Tolson brings 
excitement from above

CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 1B

Sunday 
August 2

Monday
August 3

Tuesday
August 4

Wednesday 
August 5

Low 1:35 a.m. 2:21 a.m. 3:04 a.m. 3:44 a.m.
1:14 p.m. 2:02 p.m. 2:48 p.m. 3:32 p.m.

High 7:19 a.m. 8:08 a.m. 8:53 a.m. 9:36 a.m
7:50 p.m. 8:35 p.m. 9:17 p.m.  9:57 p.m.

DEATHS

POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
NCHSSA’s decision to allow 
schools to move to Phase 2?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

MOREHEAD CITY

PELETIER

Thomas Hill, Atlantic
Irene Taylor, Beaufort
Harriet Stegemerten, Hubert
Herbert Helms, Havelock
Amelia Luther, Emerald Isle
Lester Murphy Sr., Marshallberg
Margaret Jones, Atlantic

Billie Willis, Beaufort
Donald Henriksen, Swansboro
Carl Chadwick Jr., Carteret County
Marlene Green, Beaufort
Melvin Buck, Harkers Island
Laura Christy, Newport
Hemsutaben Shah, Newport

CARTERET COUNTY

Carteret reports 10 more 
COVID-19 cases 

The county added 10 more 
confi rmed cases of COVID-19 
Wednesday, with number of 
active cases increasing by the 
same amount to 124. 

To date, Carteret County 
has had 300 known cases of 
COVID-19 since the fi rst cases 
was reported in March. As of 
Thursday afternoon, fi ve resi-
dents have died of complica-
tions related to COVID-19 and 
171 people have reportedly 
recovered.

Ü 2A

MERRIMON

Merrimon fire contained 
at 1 acre, two homes saved

A woods fi re on Cummins 
Creek Road burned about 1 
acre in the Down East com-
munity of Merrimon Tuesday 
afternoon.

Down East fi re departments 
responded quickly to the call, 
which went out at about 3:20 
p.m., but soon realized they 
needed help and called for aid 
from the N.C. Forest Service 
offi ce on Highway 101. The 
service sent a tractor.

“We used the tractor to plow 
a line to contain it,” N.C. Forest 
Ranger Brent Toler said Tues-
day night. “Two homes were 
saved.”

There was a brief downpour 
of rain at the site, Mr. Toler 
added, “but looking at it, a lot 
of it ran off and didn’t soak in.”

Ü 12A

MOREHEAD CITY

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Authorities Thursday identi-
fi ed the body found Wednesday 
in a mobile home at Lot No. 7, 
Buck’s Corner Mobile Home 
Park as that of Roland Marshal 
Pridgen Jr., 47, of Havelock. 
They say no foul play is sus-
pected in his death.

In a news release, the 
Carteret County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
said investigators have learned 
Mr. Pridgen was living in 

DAHLBENDER

No foul play suspected after body found in trailer

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

The planting of veg-
etation to help stabilize 
new dunes created in 
the Bogue Banks beach 
nourishment project 
completed this spring is 
fi nished.

Greg Rudolph, manag-
er of the Carteret County 
Shore Protection Offi ce, 
said Tuesday workers 
from Coastal Transplants 
of Bolivia, working as 
a subcontractor under 
total nourishment project 
contractor Great Lakes 
Dredge and Dock Co. of 
Illinois, planted the last 
sea oats Monday after-
noon, fertilized them and 
watered them in western 
Pine Knoll Shores, near 
the boundary with Indian 
Beach.

That, Mr. Rudolph 
said, “put the fi nishing 
touches” on about 9.5 
miles of planning in 
western Atlantic Beach, 
all of Pine Knoll Shores, 
a small portion of Salter 
Path and a big chunk of 
western Emerald Isle.

20 RE
OF SCHOOLS IN EASTERN N.C.

CARTERET -The BOE voted to 
implement Plan B with the fi rst 
day of school August 17.

Students will attend school in 
person two days and learn re-
motely three days each week, on 
an alternating basis. 

Next board meeting: 
August 4

LENOIR - On July 27, the Lenoir County School 
system decided to reopen August 17 with 9 weeks of 
remote learning. Next board meeting: August 10

DUPLIN - Initially, the 
BOE voted to go with the 
Plan B, a 2-day rotation. 
On July 27, the board 
changed to remote learning 
for 5 weeks starting August 
17. Next board meeting: 
August 4

CRAVEN - The Craven County 
School Board originally decided 
on July 16 to offer students Plan 
B and Plan C as choices. How-
ever, on July 28, the board voted 
to go totally remote for 9 weeks. 
Next board meeting: August 20

ONSLOW - Voted to begin August 
17 under Plan B, alternating 2 days. 
Also, gave parents all remote option, 
in which, the deadline to sign up was 
July 22.
Next board meeting: August 11

JONES - Voted on July 22 to 
adopt Plan B and offer full 
remote option. 
Next board meeting: 
August 5

PITT - Voted to adopt 
Plan B, alternating weeks 
and offer full remote option.  
Next board meeting: 
August 3

PAMLICO - On July 22, voted to 
adopt Plan B, alternating days 
and offer full remote option. 
Next board meeting: 
August 3
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WAYNE - On July 20, the Wayne 
BOE voted to reopen schools Au-
gust 17 under the Plan B concept. 
K-8 will alternate every 2 days 
and 9-12 will alternate weeks. 
Next board meeting: 
August 3

See Dunes / Pg 12A

Workers from Coastal Transplants hand-plant dune 
vegetation in early July in Pine Knoll Shores. (Carteret 
County Shore Protection Offi ce photo)

PRIDGEN

Matthews, but 
recently moved 
to Webb Boule-
vard in Have-
lock to be closer 
to family.

“After receiv-
ing preliminary 
autopsy results 
this morning 
investigators do not believe foul 
play was involved in his death,” 
the Thursday release adds. “At 
this time, no additional charges 

will be obtained on the defen-
dant, James Dahlbender, who 
was released from the Carteret 
County Detention Center after 
posting bond.”

 Mr. Dahlbender, 44, the 
resident of the unit where the 
body was found, was charged 
Wednesday by the sheriff’s 
offi ce with a felony of count of 
concealing a death.

The body was found around 
3:30 p.m. by sheriff’s depu-
ties, who Wednesday night 

announced they 
had arrested Mr. 
Dahlbender.

He was taken 
to the Carteret 
County Deten-
tion Center in 
Beaufort under 
a $10,000 bond 
and made his fi rst appearance in 
District Court Thursday. He was 
released after posting bond and 
placed under electronic monitoring.

A look at school-restarting plans of several neighboring counties in the region

PINE KNOLL SHORES

Duneplantingcomplete,9.5miles
ofbeachgets‘finishingtouches’

CEDAR POINT

Cedar Point bans discharge 
of firearms within town limits
BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Town commissioners voted 4-0 Tuesday night to ban the 
discharge of most fi rearms within Cedar Point town limits.

The vote came during the board’s monthly meeting, 
conducted via Zoom and conference call.

The ban does not include air guns – as initially proposed 
to be banned by Town Administrator David Rief – or 
weapons used by residents “in defense of persons or prop-
erty” or by “a police offi cer or law enforcement personnel 
lawfully discharging their duties.”

The proposal and vote were the results of a comment 
made by a member of the public during a previous board 
meeting, and no public hearing was required for the ordi-
nance text amendment.

Participants in the Zoom meeting had the opportunity to 
comment on any issue, but only a couple joined the meet-
ing and no one commented.

Commissioner Pam Castellano raised the idea of not 
banning the use of air-powered weapons.

“I totally support this ordinance,” she said, but not a ban 
on the use of air guns.

Commissioner Gary Bray agreed, saying he thought 
there was a difference between those guns and weapons 
intended to kill or maim.

Commissioners John Nash and Frankie Winberry also 
voted for the text amendment with that change. Mayor 
Scott Hatsell votes only to break ties.

Mr. Nash raised the issue of whether the ordinance should 
allow the discharge of weapons on gun ranges, although there 
are none in town. Mr. Rief said he’d rather wait to address 
that if and when anyone proposes to open a gun range.

Mayor Hatsell agreed, saying the proposal from Mr. 
Rief was “to the point and clear. I don’t see any problem 
with it as it’s written.”

The total project cost, including the dredging 
and the planting of vegetation, was $28.2 mil-
lion, with funds coming from a $15 million state 
contribution and $13 million from the county’s 
beach nourishment fund, which receives half the 
proceeds from the occupancy tax.

Hurricane Isaias stayed on a 
path early Friday that is ex-
pected to take it to the eastern 
North Carolina coast some-
time Monday or early Tuesday, 
crossing some of the same 
areas still recovering from last 
year’s Hurricane Dorian.

Go to carolinacoastonline.
com for updates on Hurricane 
Isaias.

Hurricane Isaias remains 
on a path toward ENC
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