
Turn all of your home and garden dreams into a reality! With over 12,000 sq feet of exhibits 
you’ll find the latest in products and services for everything from builders, landscapers, 
interior design, outdoor living spaces, home improvement, pools and spas and so much 

more. See the latest trends in kitchen & baths, learn to complete a DIY project, or speak to 
the area’s finest professional service providers. Admission is $5
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News-Times staff wins 
9 awards from NCPA

The Carteret County News-
Times won nine awards from the 
N.C. Press Association’s an-
nual convention Thursday night, 
including fi rst-place accolades 
for coverage of Hurricane Dorian 
and appearance and design. 

Dylan Ray, Cheryl Burke, Elise 
Clouser and JJ Smith won for 
individual efforts. 

Ü 7A

CARTERET COUNTY

Justin Tillett, Siler City
Carter Taylor, Beaufort
Scott Padrick, Hubert
Joseph Wilkins Sr., Cary
Larry Guthrie, Kinston

Shirley Miller, Havelock
David Baldwin Sr., Morehead City
John Barrows, Morehead City
Charles Nelson Jr., New Bern
Charlene Martell-Savage, Morehead City

Ü 10A

School board gets first 
look at $3.1M request

The County Board of Educa-
tion got its fi rst look Wednesday 
at a $3.1 million capital budget 
request for 2020-21 that is 
17% more than the $2.65 mil-
lion allocated by the county this 
fi scal year.

Much of the request focuses 
on student safety and upgrades 
to heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning systems.

“... [S]afety always takes fi rst 
priority,” Interim Superintendent 
Richard Paylor said.

Former Indian Beach 
manager tapped for Newport

The search for a new full-time 
town manager is over, and the 
Newport Town Council has hired 
former Indian Beach Town Man-
ager Bryan Chadwick.

Mr. Chadwick starts as New-
port town manager Friday. He 
comes to Newport from North 
Topsail Beach, where he has 
served as town manager since 
2018. Prior to that, Mr. Chadwick 
served from 2013-18 as town 
manager of Indian Beach.

Officials work with NCDOT 
on Highway 24 concerns

Cedar Point Town Adminis-
trator David Rief said Tuesday 
night he’s working with N.C. 
Department of Transportation 
offi cials to try to solve some 
concerns about the agency’s 
plans for Highway 24.

He said he’s particularly 
interested in fi nding ways 
to alleviate traffi c jams that 
plague the eastbound lanes in 
the summer when thousands 
of motorists want to turn right 
onto Highway 58 and go to 
Emerald Isle.
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PollsopenTuesdayfor2020elections
BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

With primaries and caucuses 
in several states already com-
plete, North Carolina voters 
will head to the polls this week 
for Super Tuesday, making pri-
mary selections in a number of 
federal, state, district and local 
contests. 

Carteret County elections of-
fi cials will open 28 polling lo-
cations at 6:30 a.m. Tuesday to 
voters. Polls close at 7:30 p.m., 
and all those in line at that time 
will be able to cast a ballot. 

Voters do not need a photo 
ID participate in Tuesday’s 
primary races. 

One-stop early voting 
wrapped up Saturday after-
noon across Carteret County 
with 6,369 voters making their 
selections ahead of Tuesday. 
Those voters represent roughly 
12% of the county’s more than 
52,100 registered voters as of 
Feb. 5. 

As of Thursday, an addi-
tional 46 county residents took 
advantage of the one-stop early 
voting period to register and 
cast a ballot same day. A fi nal 
count on new registrants dur-
ing the spring one-stop period 
wasn’t available by presstime. 

Roughly 42% of county 
voters cast a ballot in the March 
15, 2016, primary, and Board 
of Elections Director Caitlin 
Sabadish said she hopes for a 
better turnout this week. 

“I would say (we’ll experi-
ence) similar, if not a little 
more. At least that’s what I 
hope for,” she told the News-
Times Thursday. Though she 
was not a BOE employee for 
the 2016 contest, she said she 
has seen a fair amount of inter-
est, “involvement and monitor-
ing” of this year’s contest. 

High on the radar is the hotly 
contest Democratic presidential 
primary. South Carolina voters 
were the latest to go to the polls 
in the contest, and voting was 
still underway as of presstime. 

In total, 15 presidential can-
didates are on North Carolina’s 
Democratic Party ballots, 
though some have already with-
drawn from the contest. 

A number of Carteret County 
voters will also make selections 
in local races. 

Contested school board pri-
maries include Republican and 
Democratic primaries for Dis-
trict 2, which covers a stretch of 
the middle and western portions 
of the county.  

In the Republican primary 
are candidates Jerry Buttery 
and Katie Statler, and the 
Democratic primary features 
incumbent Jake Godwin and 
Jennifer Johnson. 

A Republican primary is 
also underway for the County 
Board of Education’s District 4 
seat, which represents much of 
Bogue Banks and nearby areas. 
Contestants are incumbent 
Travis Day and Andrea Phillips 
Beasley. 

The school board races have 
been closely watched since 
upheaval over a school board 
decision in the summer of 2019 
to close the Marine Science and 
Technologies Early College 
High School after a year of 
operation. Parents and students 
fought the closure and ultimate-
ly won. The school opened for 
its second year in August. 

In November, however, Su-
perintendent Mat Bottoms an-
nounced his retirement, citing 
an increased partisan climate on 
the school board since county 
commissioners pushed to make 
the panel partisan, a change that 
took place in 2017 after years 
of nonpartisan spring elections 
for the board of education.  

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

What’s the brainiest town 
in the county? According to a 
ranking by the website U.S. 
Zip Code, Atlantic Beach not 
only tops the list in Carteret 
County, but is also one of the 

areas with the most-educated 
residents in the state of North 
Carolina. 

Using data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s American 
Community Survey, the 
website unitedstateszipcodes.
org ranked North Carolina zip 

codes by the percentage of 
residents with a post-gradu-
ate degree, such as a master’s, 
doctorate or other professional 
degree. 

According to the list, Atlan-
tic Beach has the 38th highest 
percentage of post grads in 

the state, with 21.7% of town 
residents holding credentials 
beyond an undergraduate 
degree. 

Atlantic Beach Mayor 
Trace Cooper said he has a 

ATLANTIC BEACH

See Educated / Page 9A

Town ranks 38th among most-educated zip codes in NC

PRIMARY BATTLES

See Elections / Page 9A

CARTERET COUNTY

County residents visit the voting enclosure at the Board of Elections offi ce in Beaufort Thursday during the one-stop early voting period. North Carolina 
voters will head to the polls Tuesday to make their selections in 2020 primary contests. (Dylan Ray photo) 
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100 WINS CLUB

Francis McGuigan, Newport
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