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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
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Donations make accessible playground a reality
‘We had two children here in wheelchairs and 
there was no equipment accessible for them. I 
thought, how can we make an accessible outdoor 
classroom?’               

— Jeanne Huntley
Carteret Preschool Center principal

Carteret Preschool Center students join Girl Scouts, Carteret 
County Schools officials, Newport officials and others to cut 
the ribbon Wednesday for a newly renovated, handicap-acces-
sible playground at the school. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — Carteret 
Preschool Center celebrated 
its newly renovated and handi-
cap-accessible playground 
Wednesday with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and tours.

The playground contains a 
variety of equipment and sta-
tions that allow students with 
disabilities to enjoy the facility.

Carteret Preschool Center 
Principal Jeanne Huntley said 
when she started at the school 
three years ago there were only 
two pieces of playground equip-
ment and she was determined to 
see that change.

“We had two children here 
in wheelchairs and there was 

no equipment accessible for 
them. I thought, how can we 
make an accessible outdoor 
classroom? Because we have 
very special children. I wanted 
our playground to also teach 
math, science, literacy and fine 
motor skills,” Ms. Huntley said 
during a brief ceremony prior 
to allowing students to enjoy 

the new equipment.
Thanks to about $50,000 in 

donations from the Big Rock 
Foundation, the CG Foundation 
and the Newport Pig Cookin’ 
Contest, Ms. Huntley was able 
to achieve her dream.

The renovated outdoor class-
room features unique equipment 
that focuses on math, art, music, 

literacy and fine motor skills. 
Just as important, the playground 
is accessible to all children.

 The equipment includes a 
pebble bridge for balance, dex-
terity and upper body strength, 
activity wall panels for sensory 
skills, an Astro Turf area for 
dramatic play, a bird nest swing, 
a shade structure, a fossil pit and 
a music center.

As well as donations from 
three organizations, Eagle Scout 
Josh Kunnmann took on install-
ing the fossil pit. In addition, four 
members of Girl Scout Troop 
11728 helped with several areas, 
including painting a track and 
tires, as part of a Girl Scout Silver 

Death toll
rises to 5
after man,
boy drown
near pier
Rescues continue along
Carteret County beaches

Slow down,
travelers

Emerald Isle reduces speed limit along busy roads

Curb Market readies for season

See Accessible / Page 4A

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — Despite the best 
efforts of emergency responders from three 
departments, the two people pulled from the 
water near Oceanana Fishing Pier Tuesday 
afternoon died at Carteret Health Care.

According to emergency reports, inter-
views with Atlantic Beach officials and an 
official release from the town Wednesday, 
emergency responders answered a call for a 
water rescue around 1:44 p.m. Tuesday near 
the pier. 

The Atlantic Beach Fire Department was 
first on the scene according to the town’s 
media release. Police Chief Jeff Harvey said 
Friday that first responders found 5-year-
old Liam Okkerse and 24-year-old Austin 
Potter. Both were found floating face down 
in the water, according to the release.

ABFD Lt. Nate Nelson said Tuesday 
afternoon that both victims were removed 
from the water by swimmer and emergency 
jet ski. The media release said the Atlantic 
Beach Police Department and public works 

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Months after Hurricane 
Florence caused it to shut its 
doors, the Morehead City Curb 
Market is finally opening, just 
in time for this year’s market 
season.

The market will open for 
the year at 8 a.m. Saturday. 

Much like other places in 
the county, when Hurricane 
Florence hit last September 
the Curb Market was badly 
damaged.

“The tables and chairs that 
were on the inside were dam-
aged. We had one table that 
can be saved. Everything else 
had to be thrown out,” said 
Angela Davis with the Crab 
Point Women’s Extension 
Club, the group which runs the 
market. “The walls were buck-
led. The ceilings were buckled. 

Everything inside was dam-
aged. We lost the fridge and 
the radio. We lost everything 
that was inside… ribbons for 
years past, plaques, pictures. 
Everything had mold on it and 
had to be thrown out. The 
mold was so bad.” 

The women’s extension 
went before the county seek-
ing help with money for the 
repairs.

The county fronted the 
bill, giving the Curb Market 
$83,000. The women’s exten-
sion also held fundraisers to 
replace the market’s tables. 

The county hired Streamline 
Developers to work on the 
market facility, and it is nearly 
complete.

According to Ms. Davis, the 
buckled boards were taken out 
and replaced. The floors were 
sanded and refinished. 

“We still hope to do fund-

raisers for the upgrades for 
the electrical work to put a hot 
water heater and heating and 
air conditioning,” Ms. Davis 
said. “We also want to put 
electrical outlets on the out-
side.”

Ms. Davis said the group 
will have to go back before 
county commissioners for 
more assistance. 

“We would like to thank 
Gene Foxworth, Rodney 
Cahoon, Ray Farmum (and) 
all county workers who have 
been working with Streamline 
Developers to get the work 
done,” Ms. Davis said. 

While the market will be 
open and ready for the sea-
son Saturday, the building still 
needs finishing touches. The 
market will be set up outside 
on the porch and under the The Morehead City Curb Market at 1211 Evans St. will reopen this weekend for the 

first time since sustaining heavy damage when Hurricane Florence made landfall last 
September. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — One 
month after former Mayor Ronnie 
Watson warned of impending 
serious accidents because of 
speeding on Coast Guard Road 
and Reed Drive, town commis-
sioners voted 4-0 Tuesday night 
to lower the speed limits on sec-
tions of both streets.

The board also voted unani-
mously to improve pedestrian 
crosswalks in the areas.

The actions came during the 
commission’s monthly session in 
their meeting room beside the 
police station on Highway 58 
and followed a report by Police 
Chief Tony Reese, who in the past 
month has conducted speeding 
and wreck studies on both streets.

Commissioner Mark Taylor 
was absent and excused by a 
board vote.

The speed limit on Coast Guard 
Road will decrease from 35 to 25 
mph in the highly congested area 
between Highway 58 and a point 
just south of Deer Horn Drive, 
while the speed limit on Reed 
Drive will decrease from 25 to 20 
mph between Coast Guard Road 
and Islander Drive.

“Thank you,” said Mr. Watson, 
who owns and operates the 
Holiday Trav-L Park resort at the 
intersection of Coast Guard Road 
and Reed Drive. “What scares 
me is the high volume of kids See Death / Page 4A

See Market / Page 4A

TOP: Reed Drive and Coast Guard Road intersect one block south of Highway 58 in Emerald Isle. The town has 
agreed to lower the speed limit in the area in the interest of public safety. ABOVE: The intersection of Coast Guard 
Road and Emerald Drive is host to heavy traffic throughout the day in western Emerald Isle. (Dylan Ray photos) 

on bikes, people jogging in that area. 
Probably not everyone speeds, but it 
scares me. The last thing we need is a 
fatality, some kid getting run over and 
killed.”

Chief Reese said Thursday he 
is “already coordinating with our 
public works director to get the 
necessary signage to implement the 
changes.”

 As for enforcement, he said, “My 

directive to my officers will be to stop 

and educate those found in violation 

See Speed / Page 5A
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Summer is a beloved time of year that’s often 
dominated by time spent outdoors soaking up 
summer sun. But all that extra time outdoors 
can make people vulnerable to mosquitoes. 

According to the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health, mosquitoes are 
more than hungry, unwanted backyard guests. 
In fact, mosquito-borne diseases, including the 
Zika virus, the West Nile virus and dengue, 
pose significant threats. 

While not all mosquitoes carry disease, even 
those that don’t can still bite humans, leaving 
them to deal with discomfort and itchiness. 
Taking measures to control mosquitoes outside 
your home can reduce your risk of being bitten 
by mosquitoes.
� Remove places where mosquitoes like to 
lay their eggs. Mosquitoes like to lay their eggs 
in standing water. Once a week during summer 
and other times of the year when mosquitoes 

Few things can revitalize a home 
more readily than a fresh coat of paint. 

Thanks in part to the affordabil-
ity of paint and its ease of application, 
painting is something that even novice 
DIYers can typically handle. 

According to the marketing advice 
guru Brandon Gaille, it is estimated 
residential interior paint only lasts 
around three years before it needs to be 
updated. Exterior paint can fade, chip 
and peel due to various environmental 
factors.

As a result, many homes can likely 
use a fresh coat of paint in at least one 
room.

As DIY-friendly as painting can be, 
when attempting to paint the interior or 
exterior of their homes, homeowners 
may learn some painting projects are 
best left to the professionals. 

Painting requires skill, patience and 

a knowledge of how various paints 
– including finishes for particular appli-
cations – will hold up. Novice painters 
may do more harm than good by drip-
ping paint on expensive carpeting or 
floors or failing to recognize the nuanc-
es that indicate a spot-on painting job.

Professional painters have spent 
hours upon hours learning the ropes 
of what works – and what does not. 
Painters often understand painstaking 
preparatory work is crucial to getting 
pristine finished results. Walls and ceil-
ings must be properly repaired and 
prepared even before a base coat is 
applied.

Professional painters also have an 
eye for details, and because profes-
sional painters make a business out of 
doing interior and exterior surfaces, 

Raising backyard chickens has 
been a growing phenomenon for 
several years. Many cities have 
passed laws legalizing backyard 
chickens, encouraging many to raise 
the birds as a rewarding hobby. 

One of the biggest benefits to 
raising backyard chickens is their 
eggs are fresher and often tastier 
than store-bought varieties. Hens 

can lay one egg per day. Multiply 
that egg per hen, and breakfast is 
always available. 

Another benefit to chickens is 
they produce a natural fertilizer that 
can be used in gardens. The Old 

Farmer’s Almanac says chicken 
manure can be composted, aged and 
eventually added to the garden. 

In about six months, a person 

will accumulate about one cubic 
foot of manure per chicken. Egg 
shells and other compostable mate-
rial can be added to create an even 
richer formula.

Chickens also can help control 
bugs around the yard, offers the 
experts at Tractor Supply Co.

Before investing in backyard 
chickens, people should determine 

if chickens will fit with their life-
style. Costs and care are a big con-
sideration.

Each chick will cost anywhere 
between $3 to $5 a bird. Then 
there’s feed to consider. The most 
expensive item will likely be the 
coop. The experts at The Happy 

A home is a safe haven for its residents. No mat-
ter what’s going on at school or the office, many 
people know they can relax in comfort and safety 
when they arrive home at the end of a day.

Safety at home is something that can be taken 
for granted until it’s too late. The National Fire 
Protection Association notes each year more than 
47,000 home fires in the United States are caused 
by electrical failure or malfunction. 

Overloaded electrical circuits are a frequent 
culprit in residential fires. Fortunately, overloaded 
circuits are preventable. 

According to the Electrical Safety Foundation 
International, the following are some potential 
indicators circuits are overloaded.
� Flickering, blinking or dimming lights
� Frequently tripped circuit breakers or blown 
fuses
� Warm or discolored wall plates
� Cracking, sizzling or buzzing from receptacles
� Burning odor coming from receptacles or wall 
switches

Pay attention 
to signs circuits 
are overloaded

PREVENT FIRES:

Banish bugs
Mitigate mosquitos

Terminate termites

Take out ticks

Few things elicit fear in the minds of hom-
eowners like termites. 

Termites are voracious and can turn wood to 
pulp wherever they take up residence. Termites 
can fell massive trees, but they also can bore 
through the wood in homes, wreaking havoc as 
they go.

Ants and termites can look similar, so hom-
eowners who suspect they have a termite infes-
tation should learn to distinguish one from the 
other. 

A close look at termites can make it easy to 
identify them. Unlike ants, termites have no 
“waist;” their bodies are more rectangular. A ter-
mite also has straight, beaded antenna, while an 
ant’s antennae are bent or elbowed. 

Termite wings are equal in size, uniform 
in shape and much longer than their bodies. 
Ants have a reddish hue, while termites are 

Despite their diminutive stature, ticks are a big 
concern for people, particularly those with pets. 

As the weather warms, ticks are out looking 
for a host to climb on and get a blood meal. 
Ticks are a significant concern because they can 
be infected with bacteria, viruses or parasites, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Lyme disease, ehrlichiosis, Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever, tularemia and babesiosis are a few 
of the many tick-borne diseases. These patho-
gens can be passed to humans and pets via the 
bite of infected ticks.

In 2018, at least one variety of disease-trans-
mitting tick had been found in all of the lower 
48 states, according to the CDC. In addition, 
researchers at Cornell University identified 26 
species of ticks along the East Coast alone. 

Preventing tick bites has never been more 
important. The process starts right in one’s own 
backyard.

According to Consumer Reports and the New 
York State Integrated Pest Management Program, 
controlling wildlife that enters one’s yard can 
help keep tick numbers down. 

Open access means animals can enter and so 

BBackyard chickens a good idea?ackyard chickens a good idea?

Owning chickens require a lot of care and attention. Homeowners should weigh the pros and cons before making a decision. (File photo)

Consider pros, cons carefully before making choice

Turn painting jobs over to a professional for best results

Painting can be an easy do-it-yourself project, but some-
times it’s best to hire a professional. (File photo)
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Doris Gillikin, Morrisville
Josiah Bell, Cape Carteret
Liam Okkerse, Havelock
Tom Jones, Beaufort
Ethel Anderson, Morehead City

Teresa Reynolds, Morehead City
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