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Chocolate lovers 
to unite to raise 
money for charity 
during the festival 
at the Crystal Coast 
Civic Center.
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Frank D’Errico, Swansboro
Barbara Gilpin, Mill Creek

Alyssa Willis, Beaufort
Ella Anderson, Newport

Georgia Garner, Newport
Judy Campbell, Newport
Kathleen Brown, Wilson

Martha Dudley, Marshallberg
Joyce Mize, Emerald Isle

Sharon Quillen, Morehead City
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Wednesday 
Jan. 22

Thursday 
Jan. 23

Friday 
Jan. 24

Saturday 
Jan. 25

Low 12:13 p.m. --------- 12:39 a.m. 1:23 a.m.
11:52 p.m. 12:59 p.m. 1:42 p.m. 2:22 p.m.

High 5:40 a.m 6:28 a.m. 7:12 a.m. 7:53 a.m.
5:58 p.m. 6:46 p.m. 7:29 p.m. 8:11 p.m.

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Sunny Partly 
Sunny Rainy Rainy

High: 48 High: 56 High: 63 High: 60
Low: 37 Low: 46 Low: 52 Low: 40
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MLK CELEBRATION
Speakers share messages of unity at annual event

Havelock man charged with murder in shooting
Suspect,25,apprehendedinTexas

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Love, hope 
and looking forward to a brighter future 
were the themes of Monday’s Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration. 

A small crowd gathered at the Crystal 
Coast Civic Center to remember Dr. 
King a few days after his birthday and 
spread his message of love and accep-
tance.

Dr. King was born Jan. 15, 1929, in 
Atlanta, Ga., and was a spokesperson and 
leader in the Civil Rights Movement. He 
was assassinated April 4, 1968.

Morehead City Mayor and member of 
the MLK Committee Jerry Jones wel-
comed the crowd Monday and spoke of 
Dr. King’s legacy and sacrifice.

“It was almost 52 years ago when 
a great American was taken from us. 
Today we celebrate Martin Luther King’s 
birthday and we remember the works and 
the words of Dr. Martin Luther King,” 
Mayor Jones said. “Now it is said that 
there is no greater love on this Earth than 
to give your life for others. I’m sure that 
wasn’t in Dr. Martin Luther King’s plan 
to be taken at such an early age. In fact, I 
believe it wasn’t in his plan to be taken. 
But I bet he was prepared for that. 

“As a pastor told me one time, when it 
is your time to go be prepared to go. I’m 
confident that Dr. King was prepared to 
go that day. As I look around this room 
and as I look around my community and 

Work 
on Core
Sound 
Museum
continues

Cold snap 
drives up 
shelter 
population

Boys and Girls Club of the Coastal Plains members Matthew Cannon, left, and Rushawn McDonald, right, observe a prayer 
for world peace Monday at the Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead City during the 27th annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Birthday Celebration. (Dylan Ray photo)

The Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead City hosts the 27th annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration Monday in Morehead City. (Dylan Ray photo)

my country, the legacy of Dr. King is 
alive and well,” he continued.

Mayor Jones said it is the responsi-
bility of the community to continue to 
spread Dr. King’s legacy and dream to a 
younger generation. 

“It’s always the right time to do the 
right thing,” Mayor Jones said, and 
MLK Committee co-chairperson Pauline 
Walker echoed that message as she told 

the crowd the reasons behind hosting the 
birthday celebration.

Ms. Walker said Dr. King dedicated 
his life to certain ideals that many in 
attendance were familiar with. 

“He was famous for his speeches that 
were so powerful. Those speeches encour-
aged people to work in a peaceful manner 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — Town 
police Sunday afternoon 
announced an arrest in the mur-
der of Carl Eugene Jones Jr., 
which occurred in a house at 107 
Melanie St. Jan. 9.

In a press release, Chief Tony 
Reese said that on Sunday, 25-year-
old Patrick Keith-Reich Whitley 
of Havelock was taken into cus-
tody in Corpus Christi, Texas, by 
U.S. Marshals and the Corpus 
Christi Police Department.

According to police, Mr. 
Whitley surrendered without inci-
dent and was being held without 
bond while awaiting extradition 
back to North Carolina to face 
charges of murder and first-degree 
arson.

As of press-
time, it’s not 
known whether 
the extradition 
has taken place.

Town police 
have not released 
any more infor-
mation since 
Sunday. The 
N e w s - T i m e s 
has requested 

information about the sequence 

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

HARKERS ISLAND – Though it is a 
slow process, officials at the Core Sound 
Waterfowl Museum & Heritage Center 
are moving items back into the museum 
after the facility was closed for more than 
a year.

The museum was hit hard when 
Hurricane Florence struck in September 
2018. When the storm came across the 
county, rainwater leaked through the roof, 
causing mold to grow throughout the facil-
ity.

Over the last few months, crews have 
been hard at work repairing the roof and 
other damaged infrastructure at the muse-
um.

Officials said the museum should be 
open to the public by April, with a week of 
activities to celebrate the milestone.

On Monday, a crew of volunteers start-
ed moving items back into the building 
on Harkers Island from two locations in 
Morehead City, but Pam Morris, one of the 
museum officials, said there is still a long 
way to go.

“It’s not going to be a fast process,” she 
said. “It will be slow and thought out. We 
are definitely getting there.”

The first items being moved back into 
the facility will be placed into the collec-
tion storage room on the second floor.

Ms. Morris said the collection storage 
space was the only room unaffected by the 
storm.

“It was designed to be incapsulated, 
and it did its job,” Ms. Morris said. “I was 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — With tempera-
tures dipping down near freezing Monday 
and Tuesday, the Hope Mission men’s home-
less shelter has seen an increase in those 
seeking shelter from the cold.

“Before the cold snap we had four men 
here. We had four more come in last night 
because of the cold,” men’s shelter supervi-
sor Joe Dowell said Tuesday. “Right now 
we’re not going to turn anybody away. This 
brutal cold could take a life in a heartbeat.”

Hope Mission Executive Director Gene 
McLendon said the organization would also 
take women seeking shelter from the cold 
weather at the women’s shelter.

“If there’s a woman needing a place to 
stay during this cold, we’ll make room,” Mr. 
McLendon said.

Mr. Dowell said as well as providing shel-
ter from the weather, he has been handing 

See Cold / Page 5A

For more pictures on the ongoing 
process to restore the storm-damaged 

Core Sound Waterfowl Museum & 
Heritage Center on Harkers Island, visit 

carolinacoastonline.com. 

See Work / Page 2A

See MLK / Page 4A

WHITLEY

ment thanked District Attorney 
Scott Thomas, Carteret County 
Sheriff Asa Buck and local, state 
and federal agencies that contrib-
uted to the investigation and the 
arrest of Mr. Whitley.

The department also expressed 
appreciation for the tips and 
reports from residents, which pro-
vided information and assistance 
in bringing the investigation to a 
successful conclusion.

Police reported Jan. 10 that 
Mr. Jones was found the previous 
evening dead inside a home on 
Melanie Street after police and fire 
department personnel responded 
to a report of a structure fire.

Chief Reese said the town 

received a 911 hang-up call Jan. 
9 and dispatched officers to the 
location. On the way there, he 
said, they were able to reach the 
caller, who told officials there 
might be a body in the home.

When emergency personnel 
arrived on scene, the residence 
was fully engulfed and crews 
from Emerald Isle, Western 
Carteret, Indian Beach and Pine 
Knoll Shores fire departments 
worked into the early morning 
hours to extinguish the fire.

Police reported the next morn-
ing they had questioned a man in 
relation to the shooting, but no 
further information was available 
at that time.

of events that led to Mr. Jones’ 
death and a fire that engulfed the 
home.

According to Chief Reese’s 
Sunday release, the arrest was a 
collaborative effort, and the depart-

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=ba4e148a-4bdf-5b8d-9e62-c42f5af4a32e
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=ba4e148a-4bdf-5b8d-9e62-c42f5af4a32e
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4B&uuid=ba4e148a-4bdf-5b8d-9e62-c42f5af4a32e
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5B&uuid=ba4e148a-4bdf-5b8d-9e62-c42f5af4a32e
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7B&uuid=ba4e148a-4bdf-5b8d-9e62-c42f5af4a32e
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8B&uuid=ba4e148a-4bdf-5b8d-9e62-c42f5af4a32e
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=ba4e148a-4bdf-5b8d-9e62-c42f5af4a32e
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=ba4e148a-4bdf-5b8d-9e62-c42f5af4a32e
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=ba4e148a-4bdf-5b8d-9e62-c42f5af4a32e

