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T deland News

The Onslow County 
Public Library has scheduled 
four community forums to 
gather citizen input on the 
library’s performance.

A forum will take place 
at the Swansboro Branch 
Library on Saturday, March 
23, 10 a.m.-noon.

Citizens – patrons and 
non-patrons – are invited 
to attend and share their 
thoughts and suggestions 
about what the library does 
well and what it can do to 
improve.

Information will be used 
to produce “an accurate 
Library Facilities Plan,” 
which will help guide the 
library.

Other forums are planned 
for the Main Library in 
Jacksonville on Thursday, 
March 21, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
and Friday, March 22, 2-4 
p.m. Sneads Ferry Branch 
Library will host a forum, 
Friday, March 22, 10 
a.m.-noon; and Richlands 
Branch Library will host on 
Saturday, March 23, 2-4 p.m.
For information call (910) 
326-4888.

Library 

input

By Jimmy Williams

The remnants of Hurricane Florence con-
tinue to adversely affect the Swansboro com-
munity. Swansboro Historical Association 
announced last week that damage from the 
September storm has forced the cancelation of 
an important April event.

Since Hurricane Florence, the Swansboro 
Area Heritage Center, which operates 

under auspices of the Swansboro Historical 
Association, has been unable to open due to 
leaks in the metal roof, according to Ann von-
Hoorn, SHA president.

“All the exhibits are currently covered 
with tarps until the roof can be repaired,” she 
said. “Money has been allocated by the town 
and repairs are planned soon, and the Heritage 

SHA fundraiser 

goes to the farm

Commentary

Gun control 

and looking 

for the right 

way to do it

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be sunny with high 
temperatures in the mid-
60s and lows in the low-
40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Colton Berger, a student 
in Patricia Burke’s first 
grade class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By Dow Bancroft

The 2nd Amendment is once 
again under attack.

The 2nd Amendment states: 
“A well regulated militia, being 
necessary to the security of a 
free State, the right of the peo-
ple to keep and bear Arms shall 
not be infringed.”

The founders of our coun-
try recognized that to keep 
our freedom the people must 
be able to defend themselves 
against those who desire to take 
away that freedom. This is what 
makes our country unique in the 
world.

We have the “right” to pro-
tect ourselves from tyranny 
and that right “shall not be 
infringed.” It keeps us free and 
prevents dictators and others 
from taking freedom away from 
us.

It has nothing to do with our 
Armed Forces who are sworn to 
defend and protect this country. 
It has everything to do with our 
freedom.

We already have laws to 
protect us from criminals. We 
have police departments and 
court systems to deal with 
criminals. We have a national 
database of those who should 
not possess a gun. This is where 
we need to look.

Recent mass shootings show 
that there was a breakdown in 
applying these systems that 
allowed a person to purchase 
and own a weapon.

The Parkland, Fla., incident 
is an example.

Nicholas Cruz was known 
by the police and the school 
system to have a history of 

In the Tideland ...
Look inside for Tidings, the SACC monthly newsletter!

Bartending gig at Saltwater benefits animal shelter, Page 3
Commissioners ready to consider one-way streets, Page 5

Citizens 

invited

(See RIGHT, page �)(See FUNDRAISER, page �)

Jacob Cameron Turner, 18 months, took on the role of “helpful 
Leprechaun,” watching over the guitar case that belongs to his aunt 
Angie Cooper of Swansboro. He was helping out at the Emerald Isle 
St. Patrick’s Festival on Saturday, March 16. Jacob, son of Chris and 

Erica Turner of Greenville, was visiting his grandparents, Norman and 
Donna Parkhurst of Swansboro, and enjoyed hearing his Aunt Angie 
– a member of the duo Wild Honey – perform Saturday. (Photo con-
tributed)

Board goals are recapped

A helpful Leprechaun

Editor’s note: Swansboro Board of Commissioners 
is in the process of establishing a budget for the 2019-
20 fiscal year. On March 1�, the panel met for an all-
day work session.

In a two-part series, the Tideland News will cover 
the session.

Today’s article will provide an update on the 
board’s goals. Next week will deal with the budget 
requests of the individual departments.

–––

By Jimmy Williams

Despite working with an interim manager, 
Swansboro Board of Commissioners and the town’s 
department heads laid out plans for the 2019-20 budget 
in a one-day session.

In year’s past, the work has spanned two days.
You could call it muscle memory on the part of the 

staff, or it could be there is a desire among the elected 
officials to keep the budget close to the bone. But for 

whatever reason, the process that kicked off at 8:30 
a.m. on March 13 wrapped up a little after 3 that after-
noon.

“This year I asked John (Mayor John Davis) if 
we could make it one day,” said Commissioner Phil 
Keagy.

Keagy pointed out that in years’ past, the commis-
sioners have sought presentations when alternatives 

Sanders Farmhouse, a painting by Ann vonHoorn

The U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Swansboro Flotilla 
will offer the About Boating 
Safety course on Sunday, March 
24, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., at Coast 
Guard Station Emerald Isle.

This boating class will pro-
vide the knowledge necessary to 
obtain a boating license.

The cost is $35. For informa-
tion, call (860) 942-3250.

About 

Boating 

offered (See GOALS, page 2)


