
The weekend weather 
will be sunny with high 
temperatures in the 
low-60s and lows in the 
mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Alex 
Large, who is a student 
in Lori Smith’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle widens Louise Avenue

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

SUP requirement is removed for signs, Page 3

SHS softball team improves to 9-2, Page 9

Pupils share thoughts on seatbelts, Page 10

The ospreys are back and nesting in the Swansboro area. 
Duets can be seen in the community from the waterfront 
park in Cedar Point to the area of the intersection of N.C. 

24 and Belgrade Road. This nest is just off N.C. 24 near its 
intersection with West Main Street Extension. (Pete Rulon 
photo)

Return of the osprey

Commentary

Homeschool 

attendance, 

regulations 

need a look
By Rob Schofield

The idea of compulsory 
school attendance for chil-
dren is not a new or radical 
one in modern society. The 
World Bank reports that, 
of the globe’s nearly 200 
recognized nations, only a 
tiny handful fail to mandate 
school attendance.

At 12 years, the U.S. 
slightly exceeds the 
global average of 10 years’ 
required attendance, but 
there are several with even 
higher expectations. A num-
ber of Latin and Central 
American nations require 
anywhere from 13-15 
years. In Germany and the 
Netherlands, it’s 13.

Of course, putting a 
school attendance require-
ment on the books and 
enforcing it (or, for that 
matter, actually providing 
a genuine and worthwhile 
attendance option) are very 
different things. Children, 
with or without their par-
ents’ blessing, have been 
dropping out of school early 
for centuries. And though 
those numbers have been 
on a downward trajectory 
in recent decades, millions 
of American children have 
gone this troubling route in 
recent years.

Still, for all of the chal-
lenges it presents, the ben-

Commissioners 

OK slower limit

Safety concerns on downtown 
streets prompted Chief Ken Jack-
son to seek a lower speed limit 

on Front Street and a section of 
Church Street. (Jimmy Williams 
photo)

By Jimmy Williams

How fast is too fast?
How slow is too slow?
Well, too fast is the speed at which 

too many motorists were traveling on the 
newly designed one-way streets in down-

town Swansboro.
Too slow could be 5 miles per hour.
But 5 mph is the new speed limit for 

Front Street and a short section of Church 
Street.

(See RULES, page �)
(See SPEED, page �)

SACC 

Expo 

slated 

Saturday
The Swansboro Area 

Chamber of Commerce 
2022 Business Expo 
will take place Saturday, 
April 9, at the Rotary 
Civic Center in 
Swansboro.

Doors to the civic 
center will open at 10 
a.m. and there is no 
charge to attend.

The cost for a busi-
ness to rent a booth is 
$375, $325 for SACC 
members.

Call the SACC at 
(910) 326-1174 for 
details.
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By Jimmy Williams

With four of five elementary 
schools in northeastern Onslow 
County bursting at the seams, the 
Onslow County Board of Education 
is making plans to build a school 

that could draw students from 
some or all five of the elementary 
schools in the Swansboro-Hubert 
area.

Onslow County Board of 
Commissioners has endorsed a plan 
to support Onslow County Schools 

as it pursues grant funds that would 
construct a new elementary school 
and expand Northwoods Park 
Middle School.

“Due to continued student 
population growth, OCS has iden-
tified two projects as our highest 

ranked facility needs,” said Brent 
C. Anderson, chief communica-
tions officer with Onslow County 
Schools. “This includes expansion 
of Northwoods Park Middle School 

910-325-1775
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County seeks school funds

(See CONSTRUCTION, page �)

The AARP Foundation 
Tax-Aide Program offers 
low- to moderate-income 
taxpayers tax preparation 
assistance.

The service is offered 
at St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church in 
Swansboro.

Call (252) 497-7862 to 
make an appointment.

Tax aid offered

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=b8ee4bb3-8de6-5fc1-8c10-f574ff40fb68

