
NEWS

The News-Times is inside,
you get two for one!

Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 2                    SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                                     SEPTEMBER 19, 2018

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.carolinacoastonline.com • For a classified: classified@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

T deland News

Things 

coming 

your way

By Jimmy Williams

Following up on a request received in April, 
Swansboro commissioners have voted to ban 
balloon releases in town.

Jim Stipe, public works director, presented 
the proposed ordinance during the board’s 
meeting of Aug. 14.

The ordinance states: “It shall be unlawful 
for any person to litter by releasing inflated bal-
loons in or on or by discarding balloons on any 
property within the Town’s corporate limits. 
Any person violating the provisions of this sec-
tion shall be subject to a civil penalty, in ac-
cordance with G.S. § 160A-175, in the amount 
of $250 to be recovered by the town in a civil 
action in the nature of debt if the offender does 
not pay the penalty within ten days after having 
been cited for violation of the ordinance.”

The proposal did draw some discussion 
among the commissioners.

“How is this going to be enforced?” Com-
missioner Pat Turner asked Stipe. “What if 
some little kid releases a balloon?”

Stipe pondered the question, and said, 
“We’ll do the best we can.”

Turner expressed some dissatisfaction with 
enacting an ordinance that carries a penalty. 
She questioned how people would know that 
the act is illegal.

“We need an education process,” she said.
Also, Turner said that she considered it 

awkward that – in her case, where her home is 
in the town limits but her next-door neighbor’s 
home is not – a balloon released on her proper-

ty would violate the ordinance while a balloon 
released on her neighbor’s property would not.

In addressing Turner’s concerns, Commis-
sioner Frank Tursi said the ordinance addresses 
the “mass” release of balloons and is not aimed 
at the accidental release by a child. “That 
would not technically be a violation,” he said. 
“The ordinance addresses the mass release of 
balloons.”

Tursi noted that aim is to prevent a wed-
ding party, a group celebrating a graduation or 
something similar, from releasing dozens or 
hundreds of balloons as a celebratory gesture.

“This ordinance makes that illegal in town,” 
he told commissioners. And, Tursi added, “We 
have to assume that law enforcement uses good 
judgment. This is not about individuals. Our 
cops are certainly not going to fine some kid, or 
his parents, $250. Our police department still 
has a common-sense approach.”

On a question from Mayor John Davis, Cliff 
Parson, town attorney, agreed with Tursi’s as-
sessment.

“There is always judgment used by peace 
officers,” he said.

Commissioner Brent Hatlestad, while not 
opposed to the proposed ordinance, asked if 
it went far enough. He said that he was con-
cerned by the possible release of “sky lanterns” 
– candles that are released in a hot-air balloon 
fashion – and the potential for fire.

Mark Tessing, chief of the Swansboro Fire 
Department, spoke to that issue. He said the 
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be sunny on Saturday, 
turning partly cloudy on 
Sunday, with highs in the 
mid-80s, lows in the low-
70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Rylee Cook, a student 
in Mauser’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.

By Frank Tursi

Yes, it’s a mouthful – Vul-
nerability, Consequences and 
Adaptation Planning Scenarios 
– that doesn’t exactly roll off 
the tongue or inspire much ex-
citement. In fact, it sounds like 
something that ranks just behind 
root canals and colonoscopies 
on life’s joy scale.

Had its developers been 
more attuned to marketing they 
would have devised a name that 
could be boiled into an alarming 
acronym, like STORM, WET, 
YIKES or some such. But they 
were scientists and VCAPS is 
what they gave us.

By any name, though, this is 
important stuff. In fact, it may 

be the best thing we have to pre-
pare for the coming flood.

Because the seas are rising.
The ice caps in Greenland 

and Antarctica continue to melt 
as the air and water around 
them warms. There’s no stop-
ping them at this point. In fact, 
that melting will get worse as 
the century grinds on. Ice, of 
course, turns to water, which 
flows into the oceans. Even 
as big as they are, the world’s 
oceans can hold just so much 
water. Think of a bathtub. Fill 
it up and water spills over the 
side, covering streets in Miami 
and toppling houses in Nags 
Head.

In the Tideland ...
Wayfinding sign plan hits state’s snag, Page 3

Read about albino animals in Notes from Nature, Page 6
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

• The Onslow Amateur 
Radio Club hosts an ARES 
net each Thursday at 8 p.m. 
on the 145.190 repeater. All 
are encouraged to check in. 
For more information call 
(910) 326-3236.

• Onslow County Public 
Library hosts Mother Goose 
Time, for children up to age 
3, at the Swansboro Branch 
Library each Wednesday 
and Thursday at 10 a.m. The 
library also offers preschool 
story-time, for children ages 
3-5, each Thursday at 11 a.m.

• The Crystal Coast Tea 
Party meets the first and third 
Tuesday of each month at 
RuckerJohns in Emerald Isle. 
Dinner is at 6 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7 o’clock.

• The Crystal Coast Ci-
vitan Club meets the first 
and third Tuesday of each 
month at Emerald Isle Bap-
tist Church at 6:30 p.m. This 
group welcomes anyone in-
terested in joining the club’s 
efforts to better the com-
munity as well as the lot of 
children with special needs. 
Call (252) 354-5208 for more 
information.

• The Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Otway 
Burns Chapter, meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 
RuckerJohns in Emerald Isle 
at 11 a.m. Visitors are wel-
come. For more information 
call (910) 326-6164 or email 
rphelps@ec.rr.com.

•  The Community Wood-
worker’s Club meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 
7 p.m. at the Emerald Isle 
Town Hall Board Room. 
Membership is open to all. 
Call (252) 354-6350 for in-
formation.

(See RISING, page �)

(See BAN, page �)

Picking up the pieces
Swansboro hit hard by Florence

By Jimmy Williams

As folks got out of their 
homes following the four days 
of wind and rain generated by 
Hurricane Florence, there was 
a sense of relief and, well, co-
operation. Discussions at the 
Swansboro Western Auto on 
the morning of Monday, Sept. 
17, were focused on how much 
damage -- or how little damage 
-- was endured, but also with 
how one could help another 
recover from the hurricane that 
pounded Swansboro for nearly 
three days.

As the men wandered into the 
dark store – it would be another 
day or two before power would 
be restored -- Scott Grafton of 
Stella said that he had a travel-
trailer that was available if 
anyone mught need it. Judging 
from the damage that was easily 
discernible from a ride through 
town, there will be plenty of 
takes.

Mike Teachey, owner of 
Western Auto, had to pause 
while mopping the floor to point 
out that the water got into the 
store on Corbett Avenue and 
Lisk Drive from the east end of 
the building. “The water got to 
about three feet on that side of 
the building.” The HVAC sys-
tem was underwater, he added.

“The roof stayed on,” 
Teachey explained. Which, he 
noted, is pretty amazing since 
it was originally installed more 
than 50 years ago. Over the 
years, he said, the roof has been 
patched here and there. But, 
with the mansard and the store’s 
sign gone, Teachey said, “It 
needs replacing now.”

Turning to Grafton, Teachey 
asked how Stella fared.

“It was the highest water I’d 
ever seen in Stella,” Grafton 
said. In fact, he said the water 
in the White Oak River was 
so high it would have been 
nearly impossible to get under 
the bridge. While he made it 
clear he counted himself lucky, 
(See HURRICANE, page �)

Jack Harnatkiewicz, along with his wife and daugh-
ter, skirt the white caps caused by Hurricane Florence 
after they checked on their Front Street business, 

Bake, Bottle, Brew, on the afternoon of Saturday, Sept. 
15. (Williams photo)


