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The weekend weather 
will be rainy with highs in 
the mid-70s and lows in 
the mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Nathan Claus, a student 
in Elaine Selgren’s first 
grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Carteret schools to serve pupil meals 

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Onslow Memorial Hospital adds robotic surgery device, Page 3

SHS SAVE Promise Club shows support for group’s principles, Page 5

Swansboro and Croatan baseball teams hold a senior night, Page 7

The shelves at the Swansboro Food Lion 
were cleaned out of toilet paper on Saturday, 
March 14, apparently in response to the spread 

of COVID-19. Based on news accounts from 
around the country, toilet paper was in great 
demand. (Pete Rulon photo)

COVID-19 forcing big changes

Commentary

Blood thick, 

relatively 

speaking
By Barry Fetzer

Dad always said, “Blood 
is thicker than water” when 
relating stories about rela-
tives and their travails. He 
didn’t mean it impolitely 
or disrespectfully. He just 
meant that when it came 
to family loyalties, in his 
opinion at least, blood 
kin generally came first. 
Someone’s brother- or sis-
ter-in-law, stepmother or 
mother- or father-in-law 
didn’t have as high a “sta-
tus” in the family hierarchy 
as a real (blood relative) 
brother or sister or mother 
or father in Dad’s estima-
tion.

I think Dad came by this 
line of thinking naturally, 
his father but particularly 
his mother – my grand-
mother – having pounded 
it into his head during his 
youth. Grandma Mary 
was more vocal on these 

subjects than Grandpa. 
Grandpa tended to keep 
family disputes to himself.

But Grandma didn’t 
hold her tongue. Still, I 
believe Grandma Mary, 
like my Dad, came by her 
thinking on these matters 
honestly from her own 
experiences with family, her 
father (my great grandfa-
ther) Frank having remar-
ried after Mary’s mother’s 
death.

That remarriage when 
Mary was still a young girl 
must have influenced her 
thinking. I have a letter to 
Mary from her older sister 
lamenting that their father 
Frank was being “driven 
like a mule” by his “new” 
wife Helen working on her 
farm. In another letter my 
Grandma’s sister blamed 
Helen for Frank’s even-
tual stroke and death. And 

Music students 

meet maestro

Charles Peltz instructs students 
at Swansboro Middle School on 

Friday. Feb. 28. (Contributed pho-
to)

By Zack Nally

There is talent brimming in the band 
and chorus rooms of Onslow and Carteret 
counties, and that talent got a jolt of 
expertise recently when Charles Peltz 
came to visit.

The New England Conservatory 
Director of Wind Ensembles and Music 
Director of the Glens Falls Symphony, 
Peltz is well known in the field, a 40-year 

titan of the industry with work across the 
country and internationally, most recently 
with the Orquestra Nacional of Columbia.

He has worked with such groups as 
the Syracuse Symphony, the Buffalo 
Philharmonic, Merrick Symphony on 
Long Island, and Pacific Symphony in 
Los Angeles, as well as vocal groups and 
theater and opera productions.

(See THICKEST, page �)(See MASTER, page �)

Volunteer
Swansboro commis-

sioners have asked staff 
to issue a call for volun-
teers to fill out member-
ship on various town 
advisory boards.

The message came 
during the commission 
meeting of March 9 and 
followed two appoint-
ments.

Jamie Botinovch 
was appointed to the 
Swansboro Parks 
and Recreation 
Advisory Board and 
Scott Chadwick was 
appointed to the Tourism 
Development Authority.

Botinovch lives 
outside the town limits 
but within the extrater-
ritorial jurisdiction. As 
an ETJ member, the 
Onslow County Board 
of Commissioners must 
confirm her appoint-
ment. Chadwick lives in 
the town limits.

Paula Webb, assis-
tant town manager and 
town clerk, said five of 
the town’s six advisory 
panels have one or more 
vacancies.

The TDA is operating 
with a full board.

Swansboro Planning 
Board has one opening 
and that is for an ETJ 
member.

Swansboro 
Historic Preservation 
Commission has one 
vacancy, no residency 
requirement.

Swansboro Board of 
Adjustment has one ETJ 
vacancy.

Swansboro Parks 
and Recreation Advisory 
Board has two in-town 
vacancies.

The Flood 
Management Appeals 
Board has one vacancy. 
There are some require-
ments for membership of 
this board.

Town staff has posted 
a link on the town web-
site explaining the pro-
cess for volunteering.

By Jimmy Williams

Gov. Roy Cooper on 
March 14 ordered all K-12 
public schools in North 
Carolina to close for a 
minimum of two weeks in 
response to COVID-19, 
according to the governor’s 
press office. The executive 
order also bans gatherings 
of more than 100 people.

“We do not have the 
luxury of a wait-and-see 
approach. These are hard 
decisions but they are nec-
essary so we can learn more 
about the virus,” Cooper 
said. “We do not want any 
regrets in the rearview mir-
ror, and I am guided by one 
objective – doing what we 
must to keep people from 
getting sick and to make 
sure that those who do can 
get excellent care.”

While schools are 
closed, Onslow County 
will continue to offer free 
lunch for children ages 
1-18, available for pick-
up at 9 schools, including 
Swansboro High School.

All sites are drive-
through or walk-up only. 
No space will be provided 
for eating on site and par-
ents and caregivers can pick 
up multiple meals.

“Beauty,” writes Tideland News columnist 

Jim Craig, “is in the eye of the beholder, 

but color is in the hue of the feathers. I have 

always been fascinated by the striking colors 

of the male painted bunting, undoubtedly the 

most colorful bird in our area and, maybe, in 

all of North America.”

John James Audubon referred to the 

painted bunting as “the most spectacularly 

colored of all North American song birds.”

The painted bunting is the subject of this 

week’s Nature Notes, which is found on page 

6 of your Tideland News.

In Nature Notes ...

(See WITH, page �)


