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Inlets cut by Dorian fill back in
Superintendent says conditions at Portsmouth improvingBY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

HARKERS ISLAND 
— Mother Nature is doing 
her best to repair North 
Core Banks, closing many 
of the numerous small 
inlets Hurricane Dorian cut 
through the low-lying land 
as it moved along the coast 
in early September.

Cape Lookout National 
Seashore Superintendent Jeff 

West said Monday enough 
inlets have closed through 
natural processes that there 
is now one 13-mile con-
tinuous stretch of unbroken 
beach on the ocean side of 
Portsmouth Island.

Immediately after Dorian, 
Carteret County Shore 
Protection Office Manager 

Greg Rudolph said Monday, 
there “probably wasn’t a 1-
mile continuous stretch” of 
beach, as Dorian had cut 
more than 50 new inlets 
through North Core Banks, 
including Portsmouth. It 
was, he said in October, 
unprecedented in recent his-
tory.

The unbroken stretch, 
according to Mr. West, now 
runs along the ocean from 
Old Drum Inlet to about 
mile marker six on the 
north.

But while the ocean side 
is improving, Mr. West said, 
the sound side is a different 
story.

“We still have quite a few 
huge ponds along the sound 
side, where we used to have 
a back road,” he said. “And 
there are still three major 
inlets through the island 
between mile marker six 
and marker 1.5-ish.”

One, at about mile 
marker six, is still deep 

and impassable.
Still, Mr. West said, it’s 

good to see Portsmouth 
recovering.

“We’ll just have to wait 
and see what happens over 
the winter,” he said, refer-
ring to the ever-present pos-
sibility of nor’easters that 
could cause more problems.

Mr. West said Morris 
Marina Ferry Service in 

Gloucester
man killed
in Down
East wreck

See Inlets / Page 4A

BY CHERYL BURKE
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STRAITS — An accident involving 
two trucks racing on Harkers Island 
Road late Sunday evening resulted in 
one fatality, according to N.C. Highway 
Patrol Trooper J.A. Renn.

Trooper Renn said Monday that 
Matthew Morris, 24, of Gloucester, 
died as a result of the wreck after 
being ejected from a 2002 Chevrolet 
truck driven by Austin Piner, 23, of 
Beaufort.

Mr. Piner was treated and released 
from Carteret Health Care in Morehead 
City.

Trooper Renn said Mr. Piner was 
driving north side-by-side with a 2002 
Ford F150 truck driven by Joseph Bent, 
25, of Raleigh. Mr. Bent and a pas-
senger, Alexis Hill, 18, of Atlantic, 
were ejected from the truck after both 

See Wreck / Page 4A

STAFF REPORT

MOREHEAD CITY — A fresh year, 
and decade, has begun, but a lot has 
changed in Carteret County in the last 12 
months. 

Another hurricane has blown through, 
a new congressman has been seated and 
local school politics have heated up. We’ve 
rounded up arguably the biggest local news 
stories of 2019 – as voted by News-Times 
staff – and compiled them here for your 
reflection. 

Happy New Year, everyone.

No. 1: Community mourns unex-
pected death of AB Fire Chief Adam 
Snyder

In March, Atlantic Beach suffered the 
unexpected loss of Fire/EMS Chief Adam 
Snyder, who died from injuries sustained in 
a snow skiing accident. 

Chief Snyder was on vacation with his 
family in Charlottesville, Va., at the time. 
After his death, he was brought home via 
procession, and a memorial service was 
held March 17 at the Crystal Coast Civic 
Center in Morehead City.

Chief Snyder was a well-respected and 
fondly remembered member of the emer-
gency services community in Carteret 

County, and many fire chiefs and elected 
officials from around the county and state 
said he was a great leader, a great civil 
servant and a great friend. 

After Chief Snyder’s death, other fire 
departments from around Carteret County 
came together to aid the ABFD. 

On April 22, longtime ABFD Deputy 
Chief Michael Simpson was promoted to 
chief, while Senior Capt. Casey Arthur was 
promoted to deputy chief.

Chief Simpson and the staff of ABFD 
have said they are ready to follow in Chief 
Snyder’s footsteps and carry a legacy of 
community and service to the town and 
Carteret County. 

No. 2: Longtime Congressman 
Walter Jones Jr. dies at 76

Longtime U.S. Rep. Walter Jones Jr. 
died Feb. 10, 2019. It was his 76th birth-
day.

The congressman, who had been ailing 
for months prior to his death, represented 
much of eastern North Carolina in the U.S. 
House of Representatives for nearly a quar-
ter of a century. 

He was well known for his staunch sup-
port of the armed forces, top-notch con-
stituency services and, on a national stage, 

for a willingness to push back against the 
Republican Party’s top brass in the House 
and vote across party lines when he saw 
fit.

In addition, Rep. Jones is remembered 
for publicly denouncing his initial support 
for the invasion of Iraq, and he spent many 
of his later years writing personal letters to 
families of military personnel killed over-
seas. He called that his penance for his vote 
to support the war.

Rep. Jones, a native of Farmville, died 
in Greenville and left behind a wife, Joe 
Anne, and a daughter, Ashley.

Interest in the special election for his 
seat was high, with 17 Republicans run-
ning in the April primary. The race pro-
ceeded to a Republican runoff and then a 
general election in which Republican Dr. 
Greg Murphy clinched the seat.

Rep. Murphy is running for reelection 
in 2020.

No. 3: Hurricane Florence recov-
ery continues

More than a year on, residents, busi-
ness owners and others continue to recover 
from the devastating effects of Hurricane 
Florence, which blew through Carteret 

experiences change, ready for new year

CCNT staff lists top 2019 stories

See Top 10 / Page 5A

LEFT: Board of Education member Clark Jenkins votes to keep the Marine Science and Technologies Early College 
High School open. CENTER: Boardwalk RV Park resident Janis McDaniel clears debris from the area after a tornado 
touched down in Emerald Isle Sept. 5. RIGHT: U.S. House Rep. Walter B. Jones died in 2019, and 17 Republicans threw 
in their hats for his spot, with Greg Murphy eventually clinching the seat after primary, runoff and general election 
wins. (Dylan Ray photos)

Happy New 

Year’s!

Emerald Isle
looks to get
Islander Drive
project going

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — Town officials 
are working to coordinate the beginning 
of a major public-private redevelopment 
project off Islander Drive.

Town Manager Matt Zapp said Monday 
he’d hoped to get bids out for the town’s 
portion – chiefly roadwork and sidewalk 
construction – by Thursday, Jan. 10, but 
that now seems unlikely.

With the date likely pushed back at 
least a couple of weeks, things will be on 
a tight schedule.

“It’s very tight,” Mr. Zapp said. “We 
can’t have the roads (chiefly Islander 
Drive, which intersects Highway 58) all 
torn up” as tourism season kicks in. 

The town’s annual St. Patrick’s Festival, 
which is Saturday, March 1, draws about 
30,000 people, and the Emerald Isle 
Marathon, which is Saturday, March 28, 
is also a big event. Easter falls on Sunday, 
April 12.

Theoretically, Mr. Zapp said, some 
of the work could be done in April, but 
it’s not desirable, and there are moving 
parts.

First up, officials hope, is the burial 
of overhead utility lines, which should 
be more aesthetically pleasing and will 
provide a more reliable source of power 
during severe storms and hurricanes. 

Mr. Zapp said he hopes it will be in 
January, but the work must be coordi-
nated with roadwork. Also planned are 
sidewalk improvements. 

See Project / Page 4A
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