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The weekend weather 
will be sunny but cold 
with high temperatures 
in the upper-40s and 
lows in the low-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Gabriel Klinesmith, 
a student in Baylee 
Jones’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle changes cart fees, regs

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Commissioners approve mid-year bonuses and salary hikes, Page 3

Swansboro girls get victory over West Carteret to move to 2-1, Page 7

Sand Ridge students share their favorite wintertime snacks, Page 8

Swansboro Public Safety Facility has been used as the 
town’s Emergency Operations Center during times of severe 

weather. Commissioners must either pay for upgrades or 
find an alternative site for the EOC. (Jimmy Williams photo)

EOC study receives funding

Commentary

‘Stone Age’ 

near reality 

with mishap 

60 years ago
By Barry Fetzer

Things may seem bad 
what with the combined 
downers of the COVID-
19 pandemic and political 
and social divisiveness in 
America right now. Yet his-
tory has a way of reminding 
us not to fret too much. We 
forget how close we were to 
atomic annihilation in 1961.

Some of us remember 
nuclear attack drills at 
our elementary school in 
the late 1950s. I recall the 
teacher pulling the yel-
lowed, paper shades down 
over the windows as we 
dropped to the floor under 
our school desks covering 
our heads and closing our 
eyes – procedures intended 
to protect us from a nearby 
atomic explosion. Yellow 

and black Civil Defense 
signs were posted over the 
interior, windowless rooms 
in our school intended for 
use as fallout shelters.

The Doomsday Clock, 
maintained since 1947 by 
the members of the Bulletin 
of the Atomic Scientists, 
represents according to 
Wikipedia, “…a hypotheti-
cal global nuclear catastro-
phe as ‘midnight’ and the 
scientist’s opinion on how 
close the world is to that 
catastrophe as a number 
of minutes to midnight.” 
Midnight is the “end of the 
world.”

Because of increased 
communication between 
the Soviet Union and 
U.S. in 1960, the clock 

Pair following 

family’s path 

Anna Hurst, left, and Devon 
Hurst are carrying on a fourth-gen-

eration legacy of construction and 
real estate. (Contributed photo)

By Zack Nally

Two Swansboro natives are following 
in their family’s footsteps while making 
sure contractors and real estate agents are 
caught up on state code.

Devon Hurst and Anna Hurst put 
together a class at 34 North Bar in Cedar 
Point in November, ensuring those in 

the industry were trained for a new law 
that went into effect in 2020. It required 
all general contractors holding a build-
ing, residential or unclassified contractor 
license to complete eight hours of con-
tinuing education on an annual basis.

“It changed, and none of the contrac-

(See LUCKY, page �)
(See COUSINS, page �)

Project 

collects 

crab gear
The North Carolina 

Coastal Federation’s 
seventh year of the Lost 
Fishing Gear Recovery 
Project took place this 
month with commercial 
watermen scouring the 
sounds to collect lost 
crab pots.

Every year, crab pots 
and other fishing gear 
are lost in a variety of 
ways. Lost gear can get 
hung up or drift into 
channels, creating haz-
ards to boaters and wild-
life. Since 2014, the fed-
eration has led the Lost 
Fishing Gear Recovery 
Project in an effort to 
remove lost crab pots 
from North Carolina 
sounds.

With the help of vari-
ous partners, commercial 
fishermen and women 
are hired to collect the 
pots during the no-pot-
ting period. The no-pot-
ting period is the annual 
closure of internal coast-
al waters to all crab, eel, 
fish and shrimp pots.

In January 2019, 
3,112 pots were removed 
from select areas within 
all three Marine Patrol 
Districts. The 2021 proj-
ect included the central 
region of the coast.

Once the pots are 
collected, they are recy-
cled to the best extent 
possible. Crab pots that 
are recovered from the 
Albemarle and Pamlico 
Sound region during the 
project will be available 
for the rightful property 
owners to reclaim.

The N.C. Marine 
Fisheries Commission 
and the Commercial 
Fishing Resource Fund 
Grant Program fund the 
project.

Commission wants look at joining with county
By Jimmy Williams

The inadequacy of 
Swansboro’s Emergency 
Operations Center became 
apparent during Hurricane 
Florence in September 
2018. Since then the town 
has struggled with ensuring 
that the seat of government 
– people and equipment 
– remains safe while work-
ing during times of natural 
disasters, specifically hur-
ricanes.

As it turns out, it is not 
a situation unique to the 
town. Still, in the months 
since the town’s Public 
Safety Facility – the pre-
sumptive EOC – showed its 
many weaknesses during 
Florence, town officials 
have been presented with 
very expensive options for 
correcting the problem.

An engineering report 
on all of the town’s facili-
ties provided a sobering 
assessment: Neither the 
Public Safety Facility nor 

any of the structures on the 
town hall campus are con-
sidered safe for town staff 
during a major – anything 
more than a Category 1 
– storm event, according to 
Chris Seaberg, town man-
ager. (See related article.)

At the town commis-
sion’s Jan. 11 meeting, 
which took place remotely 
on the Zoom platform, 
Seaberg presented a way to 
go forward with determin-
ing a plan to address the 
shortcoming. The next step 
is a $25,000 study of three 
primary options. The three 
options on his list, all of 
which are considered long-
term, are:

• Repair and restore the 
Public Safety Facility with 
the necessary upgrades to 
meet the standards to safely 
operate an EOC along 
with fire and police opera-
tions within the 2018 N.C. 
Building Codes. Commissioners agreed to fund a 

study that will provide options for 
the future of the Swansboro Emer-

gency Operations Center, currently 
housed in the Public Safety Facil-
ity. (Jimmy Williams photo)

(See PANEL, page �)


