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honored

West Carteret 
honors former AD 
Craig McClanahan 
at halftime of the 
game Friday vs. West 
Craven.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Benora Bell, Havelock

Terrence MacMahon, Newport
Earl Harris, Havelock

James Hamilton, Newport
Muriel Hamer, Morehead City
Mary Garner, Morehead City

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Rainy

High: 81 
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Rainy
High: 82 
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Tuesday
Cloudy
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Taste of Core Sound

Event returns to museum,
pits pie against pie

Town set
to revisit
rezoning
request
Public hearing
on tap Tuesday

County tax
bills due
Sept. 1

BACK TO SCHOOL
Buses hit the road
with new safety gear

Students head to class for 2019-20 year

ABOVE: Adam Tyler, left, of Core Sound Oyster Co. in Smyrna 
serves up raw oysters on a half shell Friday as Paul Harrison, 
right, shoots them down at the summer Taste of Core Sound event 
at the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum and Heritage Center on 
Harkers Island. RIGHT: Fresh local bluefish is fried to perfection 
with all the fixings for the annual event. (Dylan Ray photos)

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY — The 
Sunday, Sept. 1 deadline for county prop-
erty tax bills is quickly approaching. 

Residents are expected to pay their 
property tax bills between Sept. 1 and 
Tuesday, Jan. 7 in order to avoid pen-
alties. Those penalties entail interest, 
which is 2% the first month and three-
quarters of a percent each month the bill 
remains unpaid after that. 

Incoming Tax Administrator Sarah 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — Town commissioners 
didn’t vote Thursday night on a controver-
sial request to rezone a 1.2-acre tract at the 
intersection of Highway 24 and Dolphin Bay 
Estates Road from residential to business.

Comments by several board members dur-
ing the work session, however, left little 
doubt they know they have a tough decision 
to make Tuesday night during their regular 
meeting in town hall.

For example, Commissioner John Nash 
said he thought sometimes the town’s land-use 
plan and its Unified Development Ordinance 
can be “at cross-purposes” with what resi-
dents and officials think would be best for 
neighborhoods and the town as a whole.

“I’ve got issues with it,” Mr. Nash said of 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — It’s 
time once again for county 
drivers to be on the alert for 
slowing and stopped school 
buses, which hit the roads 
Monday for the first day of 
the 2019-20 academic year.

“We are asking drivers to 
be patient and allow a little 
extra time for travel, espe-
cially those first few days 
when students and parents 
are in the learning phase for 
a new year,” Lloyd Willis, 
director of transportation 
for the county school sys-
tem, said.

“Please remember. When 
you see the yellow amber 
lights come on that means 
to slow down. When you 
see the red flashing lights, it 
means to stop,” he added.

The only exception to 

that rule is for drivers on a 
divided highway with four 
or more lanes or a center 
turning lane. In those cases, 
only traffic following the 
school bus needs to stop.

In all other cases, traffic 
traveling both ways must 
stop.

Mr. Willis, and driv-
ers picking up their buses 
Thursday at the county 
school bus garage, said the 
safety of students is the top 
priority. Of major concern 
is drivers who illegally pass 
stopped buses.

West Carteret High 
School bus driver Anneliesse 
Curet-Colon said, “A life is 
more important than get-
ting somewhere on time. Be 
aware of your local school 
routine and the times buses 

From left, Broad Creek Middle School cafeteria manager Terri Schmidt talks to 
Brian Lynch, his eighth-grade daughter Natalie and his wife Michelle about the 
free breakfast and lunch program that will be offered to all county elementary and 
middle school students. They were among many families attending open houses 
last week in preparation for the opening of school Monday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BROAD CREEK — 
As county school officials 
keep a watchful eye on 
a potential tropical sys-
tem off the coast, schools 
are also preparing for the 
anticipated return of stu-
dents Monday.

Broad Creek Middle 
School seventh-grader 
Nathan Britten was among 
many county students 
attending open houses 
Thursday who said they 
have mixed feelings about 
returning to class.

“I’m excited to get 
back to school to see my 
friends, but I’m nervous 
because I’m going up a 
grade and that will bring 
new things,” Nathan said.

The state Department 
of Public Instruction is 

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

HARKERS ISLAND — The 
summer edition of Taste of Core 
Sound returned Friday and attendees 
got to weigh in on a long-held pie 
rivalry.

Despite the winter edition of 
the event being held in Morehead 
City due to hurricane damage to the 
Core Sound Waterfowl Museum and 
Heritage Center, the summer edition 
returned to the facility Friday due to 
hard work, organizers said.

“We are so glad that you are here,” 
the museum’s Executive Director 

Karen Amspacher told the crowd. 
“You are in a miracle building that is 
cleaned and wiped and usable.”

The museum is still undergoing 
repairs and officials hope to be open 
to the public as usual by Easter.  

Continuing the tradition of Taste 
of Core Sound, those who attend-
ed were treated to a decadent, six-
course meal prepared by Chef Bill 
Smith, formerly of Crook’s Corner 
restaurant in Chapel Hill.

The meal consisted of Core Sound 
Hancock salad, Bill Neal’s Pamlico 
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