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NEWS-TIMES Theater work underway
Carteret Community Theatre officials are 

working to repair damage from Hurricane 
Florence.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
James Moore, Morehead City

Christopher Teasdale, Kingsley, Mich.
Phyllis Hunnings, Otway
Janet Edwards, Newport
Eben Harker Jr., Beaufort

Braxton Goodwin, Cedar Island

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

BOE votes to close MaST

MHC
picks
new
logo

Morehead City officials 
recently unveiled this new 
logo that pays homage to 
some of the city’s pastimes. 
(Contributed graphic)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
A new logo depicting some 
favorite Morehead City pas-
times will soon be displayed 
on the city’s website and 
other property. 

Morehead City staff and 
officials recently selected 
the new logo design from 
several options presented 

Town
talks
I-42,
growth

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — 
Within about 10 years, U.S. 
Highway 70 will transform 
into Interstate 42, roughly 
from the Raleigh-Garner area 
to the east end of Havelock, 
enabling a growing stream of 
inland residents to more easily 
get to Carteret County to live 
and recreate.

When that process is com-
plete and the full impacts are 
felt, Carteret County Economic 
Development Director Don 
Kirkman said Tuesday night, 
“We’ll probably look a lot less 
like Ocracoke and a lot more 
like Wilmington.”

Mr. Kirkman was speak-
ing as an invited guest at the 
second meeting of the Cape 
Carteret Strategic Growth 
Committee in town hall off 
Dolphin Street.

The idea was to let Mr. 
Kirkman, who’s considered 
the local expert on the poten-
tial impacts of the I-42 project, 
inform the committee, as well 
as town residents, commis-
sioners, Mayor Dave Fowler 
and Town Manager Zach 
Steffey about the impacts and 
give some advice.

Mr. Kirkman noted that 
although official state proj-
ect maps show I-42 going 

Board splits over fate of school

Coastal Reserve program celebrates 30 years

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — As a 
packed room of upset par-
ents, students and support-
ers listened, the County 
Board of Education voted 
4-3 Thursday to close 
the Marine Science and 
Technologies Early College 
High School.

BOE Chairman Travis 
Day, during the special 
meeting in the school sys-
tem’s boardroom, made the 
motion as follows: “I move 

that we act on the recom-
mendation of the Board of 
Commissioners to use local 
funds previously allocated 
for MaST to fund as many 
unfunded teaching positions 
as possible. This will leave 
the MaST Early College 
High School unfunded and 
will result in the school 
needing to close.”

Board member Brittany 

Wheatly seconded the motion.
The motion was fol-

lowed by heated discus-
sion between board mem-
bers, with Melissa Ehlers 
and John “Bubba” McLean, 
who were both out of town 
and attended via a telephone 
conference call, appealing 
for the board to wait two 
more weeks to get addition-
al information, including the 

possibility of other funding 
sources, to keep the school 
open.

“What is the harm in 
waiting two more weeks?” 
Ms. Ehlers asked. “As far 
as I’m concerned, today is 
a false deadline. This is a 
travesty and a disservice to 
students, parents and county 
taxpayers.”

See MaST / Page 5A

Wednesday during a ceremony in Beaufort, officials, from left, N.C. Division of 
Coastal Management Director Braxton Davis, N.C. Department of Environmental 
Quality Secretary Michael Regan, Beaufort Mayor Rett Newton, N.C. Coastal Reserve 
and NERR Program Manager Rebecca Ellin and National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Office for Coastal Management Deputy Director Dr. Keelin Kuipers hold 
a plaque that declares June 19 N.C. Coastal Reserve Day. (Mike Shutak photo)

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Local, 
state and federal offi-
cials, as well as support-
ers of the local Rachel 
Carson National Estuarine 
Research Reserve gathered 
Wednesday to celebrate 
the N.C. Coastal Reserve 
and National Estuarine 
Research Reserve’s 30th 
anniversary. 

The coastal reserve 
held a formal gathering 
Wednesday at the dock 
next to the N.C. Maritime 
Museum’s Harvey W. 
Smith Watercraft Center on 
Front Street. 

It was a bright after-
noon with light cloud 
cover. Across the water 
of Taylor’s Creek, Carrot 
Island, a part of the Rachel 

Carson National Estuarine 
Research Reserve, could 
be seen. About 35 people 
attended the ceremony, 
including government offi-
cials and the media. 

N.C. Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Secretary Michael Regan 
presented a proclamation 
declaring June 19 “N.C. 
Coastal Reserve Day” in 
North Carolina. 

“Because of your gener-
ous support,” Mr. Regan 
said, “these outdoor class-
rooms inspire the next 
generation of coastal envi-
ronmental advocates and 
conservationists.”

Mr. Regan said when 
past government officials 
named a reserve site after 

Summer splash
Ila Lee, center, of Havelock plays at the splash pad Thursday in Atlantic Beach with her grandmother 

Eilene Campbell on the day before the summer solstice. (Dylan Ray photo) See I-42 / Page 4A

See Logo / Page 5A

See Coastal / Page 4A
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TDA
shapes
county
strategy
BY ELISE CLOUSER

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The 
county’s tourism authority 
is moving forward with a 
brand repositioning strategy 
to better market the Crystal 
Coast to visitors across the 
country.

The Crystal Coast 
Tourism Development 
Authority Board of Directors 
discussed the branding effort 
with the TDA’s advertising 
partners Wednesday during 
a regular monthly meeting 
of the board. The meeting 
was held at the recently 
opened Beaufort Hotel on 
Lennoxville Road, which is 
owned by TDA board mem-
ber Bucky Oliver. 

Steve Richardson with 
the Tombras Group, the 
TDA’s primary advertising 

See County / Page 5A

Marine Science and Technologies Early College High 
School students hold signs protesting the closing of 
their school prior to the start of a Board of Education 
special meeting Thursday at the school system’s cen-
tral office in Beaufort. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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