
Rain is likely this 
weekend with highs in 
the low-80s and lows in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Rosa 
Garduno, who was a stu-
dent in Debi Constable’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point tables unusual request

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Tidings, the SACC newsletter

Swansboro will receive $1 million, Page 5

SHS students enjoy East-West events, Page 8

The owners of the Edward N. Hill House have 
requested a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
demolish the 120-year-old home at 214 Water 

St. They have offered to assist in moving the 
house off the lot for restoration elsewhere. (Jim-
my Williams photo)

Demolition requested

Commentary

In effort 

to curb 

antibiotics,

restaurants 

are failing 
By Katie Craig

Most top restaurant 
chains in the United States 
have failed to adopt poli-
cies to stop the overuse of 
antibiotics by their beef 
suppliers, according to the 
sixth annual Chain Reaction 
scorecard released by North 
Carolina Public Interest 
Research Group and other 
major consumer, public 
health and environmental 
organizations. One notable 
exception is Wendy’s, 
which announced a new 
policy this spring to end all 
routine use of medically 
important antibiotics in the 
company’s beef supplies by 
2030.

While Wendy’s managed 
to boost its grade level, 
most companies surveyed 
reported no progress in 
2020 on their antibiot-
ics commitments. Most 
notably, McDonald’s, the 
world’s largest beef buyer, 

failed to meet its own inter-
nal deadline to set antibiotic 
reduction targets by the end 
of 2020.

A world where anti-
biotics no longer work 
would be unrecognizable. 
Common infections would 
be deadly, and routine sur-
geries and even cuts and 
scrapes could be incredibly 
dangerous. That’s why it’s 
profoundly disappoint-
ing that McDonald’s, the 
world’s largest beef pur-
chaser, failed to fulfill its 
2018 pledge to set targets 
for reducing antibiotic use 
in its beef supply.

“As the last year has 
clearly shown, prompt, 
effective action can greatly 
reduce the impact of a pub-
lic health threat and inac-
tion can make things much 
worse. Antibiotic resistance 
is one of these threats.” said 
Steven Roach, lead author 

Epperson ends 

SUMC tenure

By Zack Nally

Merle Epperson knew what every 
musician in the church does when he 
stepped down from his position at 
Swansboro United Methodist Church 
– that music holds a special power in the 
church.

The longtime director of music min-
istries at the church left the position last 
year shortly after the pandemic began. 
He attends All Saints Anglican Church 
in Morehead City with his wife, Cheryl, 
now, but he still reflects fondly on his 
time at Swansboro UMC.

“It is a very loving church,” Epperson 
said. “I love those people like family. 
Going to church on Sunday is like going 
to a weekly family reunion. You come 
to church to worship the Lord and it’s a 
highlight of your week, to feel that love 
from the congregation and feel God mov-
ing through your music.”

The 74-year-old stepped down in 
December after serving in the role since 
2003.

He had planned to retire in June 2020 
but – due to COVID – stayed on part-
time for an additional six months, accord-
ing to the Rev. G. Kevin Baker, senior 
pastor. He officially retired on Dec. 31.

“It was about time I took a step back,” 
(See HEALTHY, page �)

(See EPPERSON, page �)

NCCF 

Pelican 

Awards 

Aug. 7
Tickets for the 

2021 Pelican Awards 
Celebration and Taste of 
Coast, the biggest annual 
celebration of the N.C. 
Coastal Federation, Aug. 
7, 5:30-8:30 p.m., are on 
sale.

Annually, the fed-
eration recognizes the 
people and organizations 
that have worked to 
make the North Carolina 
coast a great place to 
live, work and play.

This year will be no 
different, except that 
after celebrating online 
in 2020, the 2021 event 
will be live in Morehead 
City.

In addition to the 
awards, the in-person 
event will include live 
music, local seafood, a 
silent auction and “great 
company.”

Visit www.nccoast.
org for information.
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By Jimmy Williams

Unless the owners have 
a serious change of heart, 
the Swansboro Historic 
District will lose another 
contributing structure, prob-
ably in a year or so.

Frank Weaver and 
Bennie Goodwin are the 
owners of 214 Water St., 
the Edward N. Hill House. 
Weaver owns the prop-
erty at 216 Water St. and 
Goodwin owns the property 
at 212 Water St.

At its meeting on July 
20, the Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission 
considered a request from 
the men to “demolish/
move” the home that was 
built in 1900.

Testimony presented at 
the quasi-judicial hearing 
did not favor the request.

Patrick Larkin, chair-
man of the commission, 
opened the agenda item by 
asking Chris Seaberg, town 
manager, to read into the 
record a letter from John 
P. Wood, preservation/res-
toration specialist with the 
State Historic Preservation 
Office.

The demolition of the 
home – a contributing 
structure – will “adversely 
impact the historic char-
acter and overall integ-
rity of the district,” the 
letter states. (See related 
item.) Under the rules, 

Moving 

possible

the Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission 
cannot deny the request fo 
demolish the home as it 
does not meet “the requi-
site threshold for national 
or statewide significance.” 
But it can put a one-year 

waiting period in place as a 
condition of the Certificate 
of Appropriateness.

Before opening the floor 
to testimony, Larkin also 
asked that an email from 
Amy Gupton be entered 
into the record.

In the email she stated 
that she could not attend 
the hearing, but said, “I 
am against the demoli-
tion and this home should 
be respected as a historic 
home.”

Nearly every speaker, 

except for the owner, 
encouraged the commission 
to save the home or require 
the full 365-day waiting 
period, if the home is to be 
demolished.

(See MOVING, page �)

he said. “I didn’t want to stop working, 
so it was a good way keep busy.”

The 1969 alum from the Indiana 
University Jacobs School of Music Organ 
Department got his training in New 
York, and then spent three decades in the 
Houston area, primarily at Grace United 
Methodist Church in the Historic Heights 

Merle Epperson

Viszneki 

new music 

minister

The Birthday Bulletin 
has returned!

Children 11 years old 
and younger are welcome 
to join.

To join, email a high-
resolution photo and family 
information to jimmy@
tidelandnews.com.

Photos run with the 
initial insertion. Then, each 
year, your friends and fam-
ily will be reminded that 
your birthday is coming up.

There is no fee. Call 
(910) 326-5066 for more 
information.

Birthday 

Bulletin 

returned


