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CARTERET COUNTY

Three more Carteret County 
residents have died of COVID-
19, offi cials reported this week. 
The news brings the county’s 
total confi rmed COVID-19 
deaths to 50. 

Two of the deaths were 
reported Wednesday and 
the third death was reported 
Thursday. All residents report-
edly had pre-existing condi-
tions. Two individuals were in 
their 70s, the other in their 
60s. In an effort to give the 
families privacy, the county did 
not release additional informa-
tion about the individuals. 

The news of the two addi-
tional deaths came the same 
day the county reported 40 
new confi rmed cases and 
followed an announcement 
that offi cials would reopen the 
Leon Mann Jr. Senior Center in 
Morehead City on a modifi ed 
schedule. In addition, active 
cases jumped from 64 report-
ed Monday to 89.

County reports 
2 more COVID-19 
deaths bringing 
total to 50

James Mackenzie Jr., Southampton, 
N.J.
Catherine Walters, Cedar Point
Joan Allen, West End
Ralph Brittingham Sr., Cedar Island
Frances Corley, Newport
Shelton Salter Sr., Newport

Elwood Salter Sr., Havelock
Neil Hermsen, Pine Knoll Shores
David O’Kelly, Newport
Bertha Haas, Morehead City
James Casti, Newport
William McLean, New Bern
James King, Cape Carteret

POLL
QUESTION

Do you plan on gathering 
with family and/or friends 

for July 4th?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

?

ATLANTIC BEACH

Showboat Motel owners eye amendment to 
allow property to be developed into townhomes 
MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

Town planners recommend 
the Atlantic Beach Town Council 
approve an ordinance amendment 
to allow the redevelopment of the 
iconic Showboat Motel property 
on the Atlantic Beach Causeway, 
where owners are eyeing construct-
ing townhouses.

The town planning board met 
for its regular meeting Tuesday 
in the town hall meeting room on 
West Fort Macon Road and online 
via Zoom. During the meeting, the 
board unanimously recommended 
the council grant fi nal approval to 
a proposed Unifi ed Development 
Ordinance amendment to side 
setbacks in the COR (commercial 
corridor) district. 

Town planning and zoning di-
rector Michelle Eitner said Show-
boat Investments LLC proposed 
the amendment as part of plans 

to demolish the old motel and 
redevelop the lot. 

The recommendation now 
goes to the council at its next 
regular meeting at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, April 26. 

Showboat Investments LLC 
members Scott McLaughlin 

and David Hicks were present 
at the Tuesday board meeting. 
Mr. McLaughlin said they think 
their proposed amendment 
would be benefi cial to more 
than just the Showboat prop-
erty. 

The Showboat Motel sits closed on the Atlantic Beach Causeway Wednes-
day, as it has for years. The owners are seeking the means to redevelop 
the property for residential use. (Mike Shutak photo)

See SHOWBOAT Page 4A

EMERALD ISLE

Customers give mixed reviews to 
Emerald Isle’s new parking system

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Rob Jackson will review how the imple-
mentation of students returning to in-person 
instruction is proceeding in county schools 
next week. 

The superintendent will present his update 
during the County Board of Education meet-
ing, set to begin at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the 
school system’s central offi ce in Beaufort. 
The meeting will be broadcast live on the 

school system’s YouTube channel. There 
will be limited in-person seating to abide by 
COVID-19 social distancing requirements. 

Middle and high school students shifted 
back to four days a week in-person instruc-
tion in March prior to spring break. Wednes-
days remain a virtual day to clean schools 
and give instructors who teach virtually 
and in-person time to plan and meet with 
students. Elementary schools have been on 
an in-person schedule all year.

While the majority of county parents 
supported the move to in-person instruction, 
some expressed concern about the potential 
spread of the coronavirus. 

As of March 29, 81% of parents had 
signed up for the in-person schedule, with 
19% opting to remain on a virtual schedule.

Contact Cheryl Burke at 252-726-7081, 
ext. 255; email Cheryl@thenewstimes.com; 
or follow on Twitter @cherylccnt.

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Easter weekend under the town’s 
new, privately managed ocean 
access parking system went well, 
Emerald Isle Parks and Recreation 
Director Alesia Sanderson said 
Tuesday.

In response to inquiries from the 
News-Times, Ms. Sanderson said 
there were 517 “sessions” – cars 
parked in the lots at the eastern and 
western ocean regional accesses 
over the somewhat chilly week-
end – for an average of $5.17 per 
session. Each lot has around 160 
parking spaces.

“NCParking had enough em-
ployees, and the regional supervisor 
worked here this weekend as well,” 
Ms. Sanderson said of the company 
Emerald Isle contracted to manage 
the lots.  “They hired additional 
employees Friday (April 2).”

She said the town was pleased 

and looks forward to continuing to 
work with the fi rm under the one-
year contract.

The new system, which started 

Visitors to the Western Ocean Regional 
Access in Emerald Isle queue up at 
the kiosk to pay for parking Wednes-
day. (Brad Rich photo) 

See PARKING Page 4A

In-person InstructIon plan to be revIewed
SuperintendentJacksonwillpresentfindingsTuesday

In other action, the board will:
u Recognize nine students named to the 2021 Governor’s 
School program.
u Recognize Croatan High School senior Josh Jachimiak 
for receiving the ProStart National Certifi cate of Achieve-
ment.
u Proclaim April as the Month of the Military Child.
u Consider adoption of a $600,392 budget revision. 
The revision includes additions and expenditures in state, 
federal and special revenue funds.
u Hear updates from Dr. Jackson and board members.
u Meet in closed session for a confi dential personnel matter.

Under the consent agenda, the board will:
u Consider approval of an architect contract.
u Consider an amendment to the Marine Science and 
Technologies memorandum of understanding.
u Consider extension of leave under the Family First Coro-
navirus Response Act.
u Consider approval of a $36,000 contract for the audit of 
the June 30 fi nancial statements with Anderson, Smith and 
Wike PLLC of West End.
u Consider a request to surplus a 1997 Ford van from the 
school system’s maintenance and transportation depart-
ments. The vehicle would be placed on gov.deals.
u Consider approval of personnel matters, fundraiser 
requests and student transfers.

Public comments can be emailed to superintendent@carte
retk12.org by noon Tuesday, with a note in the subject line 
it is for public comment. The comments will be read during 
the meeting.
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