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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Susan Morris, Havelock
Linson Morris, Havelock
Horace Adams Jr., Aiken, S.C.
John Sadler Jr., Atlantic
Allan Starr, Newport

Sunday 
Feb. 16

Monday 
Feb. 17

Tuesday 
Feb. 18

Wednesday 
Feb. 19

Low 7:50 a.m. 9:03 a.m. 10:10 a.m. 11:08 a.m.
7:44 p.m. 8:49 p.m. 9:53 p.m. 10:51 p.m.

High 1:20 a.m. 2:27 a.m. 3:33 a.m. 4:33 a.m
1:39 p.m. 2:49 p.m. 3:56 p.m. 4:56 p.m.

William Guthrie, Harkers Island
Julia Robbins, Kernersville
Floretta Best, Harkers Island
Thomas Dawson Sr., Morehead City
Paisley Taylor, Newport

Jerome Moritz, Havelock
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ÜÜ Carteret County 
Felony-level cases
Misdemeanor level cases

18
26

Handled by the District Attorney’s Office

ÜÜ Craven County
Felony-level cases
Misdemeanor level cases

13
15

ÜÜ Pamlico County
Felony-level cases
Misdemeanor level cases

10
4

CONTRACTOR FRAUD CASES

Handled by the Carteret County Sheriff’s Office
16 total cases

9 resulted in criminal charges
6 resulted considered civil matters

1 victim declined to prosecute

Handled by the Department of Insurance
22 total criminal investigations in the fraud division 
ÜÜ 2 in Carteret County

BEAUFORT

NC State Highway Patrol 
charges 3 in fatal wreck

Three young people have 
been charged in a fatal mo-
tor vehicle crash that occurred 
Dec. 29 on Harkers Island 
Road.

District Attorney Scott Thomas 
announced Friday that the N.C. 
State Highway Patrol charged 
Joseph McKenzie Bent, 25, of 
Raleigh, and Austin Gray Piner, 
23, of Beaufort, each with one 
count of felony involuntary 
manslaughter. Alexis Marie Hill, 
18, of Atlantic was charged 
with one count of misdemeanor 
possessing or consuming alco-
hol underage.

Early voting in 2020 
primary races underway

By the time the county’s three 
one-stop early voting sites 
wound down for the weekend 
Friday evening, more than 750 
county residents had made 
their selections in North Caroli-
na’s 2020 Primary Election.

Early voting continues week-
days from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
through Friday, Feb. 28.

Council agrees to city 
hall building sale

The city council has agreed 
to put the city hall building at 
706 Arendell St. up for sale 
in anticipation of construction 
beginning soon on the new city 
hall complex on Bridges Street. 

The decision to list the build-
ing as surplus and authorize 
its sale came as a resolution 
during the city council’s regu-
lar monthly meeting Tuesday 
in the municipal building. The 
resolution passed by a narrow 
margin.

Ü 2A 

Ü 5A

MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 7A

BEAUFORT

County commissioners 
talk jail expansion

Sheriff Asa Buck and Moseley 
Architects representative Dan 
Mace presented county com-
missioners with several options 
for expanding inmate space 
at the county jail, costing from 
$27 million to more than $40 
million. 

The pair presented the board 
with the figures at the commis-
sion’s Feb. 4 seminar at the 
Beaufort Hotel.   

Ü 2A 

EMERALD ISLE

Emerald Isle residents 
oppose possible well site

Bogue Banks Water Corp. 
needs a new well, and residents 
of Sound Drive don’t like the 
proposed location, which is in 
town-owned McLean-Spell Park.

After BBWC Executive Direc-
tor Seola Hill pitched the plan 
during the town commission’s 
monthly session Tuesday night, 
a handful of the residents 
urged the town to reject the 
lease.

Ü 4A 
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Town Manager Matt Zapp 
rolled out a new and improved 
ocean safety program – includ-
ing the planned hiring of an 
ocean safety director – during 
the town commission’s monthly 
session Tuesday night in the 
meeting room beside the police 
department on the north side of 
Highway 58.

The program, which comes in 
the wake of four rip current-re-
lated drownings last spring, in-
cludes what the manager called 
in an interview “investments 
in human resources, equipment 
and technology that we think 
will make a difference.”

A committee of town staffers 
and elected officials has worked 
on the improvements since last 
year.

Among them are an earlier 
start to lifeguard service on 

the beaches, 
an increase in 
manpower and 
vehicles and 
testing of new 
technology that 
should enable 
beachgoers to 
contact 911 emer-
gency services 
more quickly.

In addition, the initiative at-
tempts to improve recruitment 
of potential lifeguards by beef-
ing up the hosting program with 
“sponsorship.” 

The hosting program’s tag 
line is “Adopt a lifeguard, save 
a life.”

One of the problems with 
recruiting lifeguards to expand 
the beach coverage period, tradi-
tionally mid-May to Labor Day, 
has been that those who seek 

Matt Zapp

EmeraldIsleunveilsbeefedupsafetyprogram

See Safety / Page 5A

A lifeguard puts up a flag on a beach in Emerald Isle during a past season 
to caution swimmers. (Dylan Ray file photo)

In storm’s wake, residents face off against contractor fraud

CARTERET COUNTY

EMERALD ISLE

“I’ll never see a dime of that money”

Insulation and furniture pile up outside the home of Susie and Rick 
McInerny off Nine Foot Road in Newport shortly after Hurricane Florence 
in September 2018. The storm brought a foot of water into the McInerny’s 
home, but when the couple hired contractors to repair the damage, they 
became victims of fraud. (Susie McInerny photo)

In mid-September 2018, as Hurricane Florence 
crawled over eastern North Carolina, 2 feet of water 
fell on Carteret County in about two days.

The record-breaking rainfall inundated homes and 
businesses and overflowed rivers and tributaries. Near 
the Little and Big Ramhorn branches of the Newport 
River, off Little Nine Road in Newport, the home of 
Susie and Rick McInerny filled with about a foot of 
water. 

“I’ve lived there 15 years and the water has never 
come that high, ever,” Ms. McInerny said. 

In fact, her property is several feet above sea level, 
and she said her 96-year-old neighbor claimed the river 
had never reached that high in his lifetime.

The water stretched to the bottom of the McInernys’ 
beds, ruining nearly all of their furniture and appli-
ances. It also flooded Mr. McInerny’s welding trailer, a 
travel trailer and two vehicles.

By ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

See Fraud / Page 16A

The couple and their three children and pets had evacuated, 
but Ms. McInerny and her husband returned without the kids a 
couple days after Hurricane Florence passed.

“We found a way back home through Greenville 48 hours 
later. When we got home, there was still water. You had to have 
boots on. It smelled absolutely disgusting,” Ms. McInerny said. 
“It was pretty devastating to walk up on, to open the door to my 
house and step in mush ... realizing the water came up that high.”

The McInernys got to work right away “mucking and gutting,” 
hoping to prevent mold and additional damage from setting in. 
They essentially gutted the home, removing insulation, flooring 
and whatever else was too destroyed to save. 

They lived in their travel trailer for a while, then in a trailer 
provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency while 
they waited for repairs to make their house livable.  

The first contractors the McInernys asked to repair their 
home began evading the couple when Ms. McInerny requested 
documentation – required by their bank for insurance purposes 
– proving they were licensed and insured contractors. 

The contractors continued to attempt to avoid the couple even 
after Ms. McInerny ran into one of the men at a hardware store. 
That was around March 2019, six months after Hurricane Flor-
ence. 

The next contractor the McInernys found seemed more 
promising. Her name was Katrina Hoover and her company was 
called Nine Foot Construction. Ms. McInerny liked that she was 
a woman working in a male-dominated field. 

She quoted the couple $32,000 to repair their home. The Mc-
Inernys signed a contract.

After some back-and-forth, Ms. Hoover provided the proper 
documents and the McInernys bank released an initial $18,000 
for materials. It was April, and Ms. McInerny finally felt hopeful. 

What followed was several months of increasingly disturbing 
behavior from the contractor. What little work the builders 

Mardi Gras 
Break out 

the beads 
and masks. 
Mardi Gras 
on Middle 
Lane returns 
to Beaufort 
Saturday.
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