
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!
• Cedar Point earned a Pelican Award!

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Coastal federation honors folks who are making a difference, Page 2
Interest being shown in saving the George E. Bell House, Page 5

Swansboro High School football team gets practice started, Page 10
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Swansboro Board 
of Commissioners is 
accepting nominations 
for the Samuel Swann 
Bland Outstanding 
Community Service 
Award.

The award honors 
the diligence, hard work, 
leadership, and dedica-
tion that characterized 
the outstanding contribu-
tions of Sam Bland, the 
former superintendent of 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park, to the public and 
to the Swansboro com-
munity.

Given annually to 
a public employee, 
civic leader, or commu-
nity volunteer that has 
demonstrated outstand-
ing dedication to the 
improvement of commu-
nity services, the honor 
is awarded by the com-
missioners based on five 
criteria: impact, effort, 
stewardship, initiative 
and innovation.

Nomination forms 
are available on the town 
website and must be sub-
mitted to Paula Webb, 
assistant town manager/
town clerk by Oct. 31. 
For more information 
call (910) 326-4428.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
The forecast calls 

for slight chance of 
rain Saturday, cler on 
Sunday. Highs will be 
in the upper-80s, lows 
in the mid-70s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Trayson Decell, 
who was a student 
in Kristen Markle’s 
first grade class 
at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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Commentary

Beloved 

music teacher 

brought calm 

to nervous 

youngsters

Teens share 

bully message 
By Jimmy Williams
and Ann vonHoorn

Anna Cole shared her musical mes-
sage of making people – young people 
– aware of how hurtful bullying can be 
on July 17. She was one of four young 
people who provided perspective to 
the Senior Adult Ministry gathering at 
Swansboro United Methodist Church.

The 13-year-old recording artist 
is going to be in the eighth grade at 
Swansboro Middle School this fall. 

Joining her in the program were Izabela 
Willis, a 2019 Swansboro High School 
graduate on her way to Appalachian 
State University; Mandy Hanson, a ris-
ing SHS senior; and Ryan Warren, 14, 
who will be a freshman at Southwest 
High School in the fall. Terry Cole Sr., 
Anna’s grandfather, and Sheila Warren, 
Ryan’s mother, also took part in the pro-
gram at the church.

It was the senior Cole who actually 

By Fred Velez

For those who attended 
Swansboro schools back 
in the 1960s, you know we 
were blessed to have known 
the music teacher Mr. Les 
Edmonds. He was a one-of-
a-kind teacher and he left a 
lasting impression on every 
student that experienced 
his music lessons or got 
involved in singing of some 
type.

A forgotten chapter of 
our past, perhaps, was the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. Back 
in 1962, when the nation’s 
mood was a mixture of fear, 
rumors and in some cases 
impending doom, some of 
us had no one with whom 
to discuss it.

We were faced with TV 
commercials that demon-
strated what to do in case of 
an atomic bomb explosion; 
that was something none 
of us had ever seen before. 
These TV segments showed 
young school students 
kneeling under their desks 
and covering their eyes. So 
what were kids supposed 

to think? Yes, it was a hard 
transition for second and 

third graders to go from 
watching “The Flintstones” 
to watching the instruction 
on how to survive a nuclear 
attack.

I remember the knock 
on our elementary class-
room door and as our 
teacher opened the door in 
walked Mr. Edmonds. As 
he came in our teacher told 
us that we were going to 
have a class on music and 
she left us with the music 
teacher for about an hour. 
He began by talking about 
the history of music and 
how the drum was consid-
ered one of the first instru-
ments.

Soon we became totally 
captivated by the new 
school subject and before 
we knew it he had us sing-
ing some of the old songs 
that were a mixture of spiri-
tual, folk and legends.

Now this was all tak-
ing place about the time 
the Russians – the USSR 
(See EDMONDS, page �)

The remnants of storm clouds painted an impressive sky 
as the sun set over Swansboro on July 31. The swirling col-

ors presented quite a backdrop for the iconic Clyde Phillips 
Seafood. (Carl Lewis photo)

Post-storm sky

By Jennifer Allen

When four Hammocks Beach 
State Park interns were out for their 
first patrol for nesting sea turtles on 
the beach at Bear Island, they were 
shocked at the amount of debris 
they found.

“The first night I went out there 
with them, June 1, we had handfuls 
of balloons, plastic bottles, shoes, 
visors, hats, cans,” Ranger Renee 
Evans explained during a break at 
the Swansboro park’s visitor center 
between her trips to Bear Island, a 
3-mile-long, undeveloped barrier 
island only accessible by boat.

Evans said that this summer had 
been unique for Hammocks Beach. 
The park ferries are still not shut-

tling passengers between the island 
and the visitor center on the main-
land in Swansboro because many 
of the park facilities are still being 
repaired from Hurricane Florence 
damage. That means the park isn’t 
getting the number of day-use visi-
tors or campers it had in previous 
years.

“You can probably count on one 
hand the amount of campers you’re 
going to see,” Evans said.

Jaime Wade, one of this year’s 
park interns, made a comment 
about the surprising amount of 
trash they were finding on the 
beach, especially considering how 
little the park has been used this 
summer.

Wade, a Maysville resident who 

was with Evans at the visitor center 
before heading out on her nightly 
patrol for sea turtle nests, said the 
top three things they pick up are 
balloons – usually six or seven but 
as many as 12 in a day – cans and 
water bottles, chip bags, other food 
packaging, fishing gear, fishing 
line, lures and plastic bait con-
tainers, but “The one that always 
stands out is balloons.”

In addition to Wade, an ESL 
teacher for ITutorGroup, this year’s 
interns include Estefany Argueta, 
a student at Iowa State University; 
Janina Millis of Newport, a stu-
dent at UNC-Chapel Hill; Eliza 
Patterson of Swansboro, a student 
at Warren Wilson College; and 
Grace Pigford of Troy, a student at 

UNC-Chapel Hill.
The interns brainstormed about 

ways to help educate the pub-
lic about harmful marine debris, 
“Whether it’s washing up from the 
ocean or coming down from the 
rivers, there’s a lot of it out there,” 
Evans said.

“Our whole idea was that we 
need to educate young kids to be 
accountable and here’s why about 
marine debris,” said Wade, and 
while trying to come up with ways 
to educate the public about marine 
debris, the large fish sculpture 
named Goby in Indonesia came up.

The sculpture, which was built 
to be filled with trash, went viral 

Park interns make litter art

The presenters at the SAM pro-
gram on July 17, from left, are 
Terry Cole Sr., Anna Cole, Ryan 

Warren, Sheila Warren, Izabela 
Willis and Mandy Hanson. (Wil-
liams photo)

(See PARK, page �)

(See LESSON, page �)

Memories of Mr. Edmonds

At a special meeting on 
Tuesday night, Swansboro 
commissioners were 
expected to approve a spe-
cial-election filing period 
for one of the four seats that 
will be decided on Nov. 5.

Due to deadline con-
straints for the paper edi-
tion, the Tideland will 
include details on the web-
site, tidelandnews.com.

Election 

Details


