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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Donald Baribeau, Swansboro
Terry Gillikin, Otway
John Martin, Atlantic
Marvin Robinson, Atlantic
Justin Gray, Swansboro
Ruth Halliday, Newport

BEAUFORT

POLL
QUESTION

Should the Republican Na-
tional Committee consider 
moving the convention from 
NC to another state?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

James Miller Sr., Beaufort
Craig Gillikin, Atlanta, Ga.
Jeane Massey, Odessa, Mo.
Gloria Smith, Marshallberg
Vicky Cox, Newport

ATLANTIC BEACH

Fire destroys Harkers Island 
apartment; no injuries

A fi re destroyed an apartment 
Friday evening at 112 Fulford 
Drive in this island community, 
with no injuries reported.

Harkers Island Fire Chief 
Chad Mann said Monday the 
call came in at 6:42 p.m. Fri-
day and the cause of the fi re is 
currently under investigation by 
the county fi re marshal.

Ü 2A

Small group gathers in 
Morehead City to protest

Protests made their way Sun-
day to the Crystal Coast, with a 
small group of demonstrators 
gathering in downtown More-
head City, calling for justice 
and an end to police brutality 
across the nation. 

“It’s a little town, but we can 
speak big,” Morehead City 
resident Damar Small said.

Mr. Small organized a gath-
ering at 3 p.m. that reached 
20-25 people at its height 
during the afternoon hours on 
the railroad tracks between 6th 
and 7th streets.

Ü 2A

MOREHEAD CITY

While some East Carteret High School seniors will receive their diplomas individually Friday, the majority 
have opted to wait for a semi-traditional ceremony Friday, July 10. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Students decide

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

While 43 East Carteret High School 
seniors will receive diplomas in individual, 
small ceremonies Friday, another 71 have 
opted to wait for a semi-traditional com-
mencement set for Friday, July 10.

The school’s administration surveyed 
seniors over the weekend to fi nd out which 
ceremony the students preferred.

ECHS Principal Deborah Trogdon said 
Monday the results were what she expected.

“I think people are wanting to wait and see 
what will happen July 1 when the governor’s 
phase three reopening plan is enacted,” Ms. 
Trogdon said during a telephone interview.

On Friday, beginning at 9 a.m., individual 
students will receive their diplomas in the 
school’s auditorium. Each student will be 
allowed up to six guests to take their own 
photos and videos. 

Ms. Trogdon said the school would be set-
ting up appointments this week for students 
and their families to come in Friday. She said 
social distancing guidelines will be observed 
and those attending will be required to wear 
facemasks.

As for the July 10 ceremony, it is currently 
slated to begin at 6:30 p.m. on the school’s 
football fi eld. Students will be socially dis-
tanced.

“We will do a composite video of both 
graduation ceremonies and have that avail-
able to students after the July 10 ceremony,” 
Ms. Trogdon said.

The school opted to conduct a student 
survey for commencement exercises after the 
Carteret County Board of Education voted 
Thursday that the school would have to wait 
until after July 1 to hold a semi-traditional 
ceremony to adhere to the governor’s novel 
coronavirus safety directives. 

As for the other two high schools, West 
Carteret had individual students come in to 
receive diplomas from 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday in 
the auditorium. Speeches were being pre-re-
corded and a video of the entire event will be 
shown on the school’s website and Facebook 
page at 6:30 p.m. Friday.

Croatan High School will hold an outdoor 
ceremony at 1 p.m. Friday in the school’s 
parking lot. Students and families will remain 
in their vehicles and tune in to a special radio 
station. 

Wednesday 
June 3
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By BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Town commissioners Monday 
morning agreed to include funds 
for 7.5 police offi cers in the 
fi scal 2020-21 budget and keep 
funding Draco, the soon-to-be 
K-9 offi cer, but voted down a 
proposal to lease two new police 
cars in the fi scal year that begins 
Wednesday, July 1.

The action came during a bud-
get work session on the GoTo-
Meeting platform and is not fi nal 
until the board holds a required 
public hearing on the proposed 
budget and votes to approve it.

The vote Monday to fund a 
part-time police offi cer, who 
would spend half his time as a 
code enforcement offi cer in the 
planning and inspections depart-

ment, was 4-1, with commis-
sioners Don Miller, Jeff Waters, 
Jim Nalitz and Steve Martin in 
favor and Mike King opposed.

The vote for Draco was the 
same, and the vote against the 
leasing program for the 2020-
21 fi scal year was 3-2, with Mr. 
Martin, Mr. Nalitz and Mr. King 
in the majority and Mr. Waters 
and Mr. Miller in the minority.

That motion included lan-
guage to reduce the line item 
for the dog program from the 
$6,000 in Town Manager Zach 
Steffey’s proposed budget to 
$2,500, since most of Draco’s 
training is over and he will 
graduate and join the depart-
ment this fall.

Mr. Nalitz had previously been 

against the part-time police of-
fi cer/code offi cer but changed his 
mind Monday after Mr. Steffey 
assured him the offi cer wouldn’t 
wear a police uniform when doing 
inspections and his time would be 
equally split and monitored.

Police Chief Bill McKinney, 
who submitted a budget request 
for an eighth offi cer, hailed the 
board’s decision.

The part-time offi cer has been 
working in a test run during the 
current fi scal year, he said, and 
had helped morale in the wake 
of the board’s decision last year 
to fund seven offi cers and elimi-
nate the money for a previous 
eighth position.

“It takes stress off schedul-
ing” because the offi cer can fi ll 

in during vacations and training 
of other offi cers and at times 
helps with “offi cer safety” be-
cause the part-timer is a readily 
available backup, the chief said.

Mr. King voted against the 
hybrid position because he said 
the department is large enough 
at seven offi cers.

Cape Carteret, he said, “is not 
a high-crime area” and the police 
department’s large budget hin-
ders the town’s ability to fund, 
without a tax increase, improve-
ments for streets and parks.

Overall, the manager’s pro-
posed budget so far shows $1.6 
million in anticipated revenue and 
expenditures and the same prop-
erty tax rate as in 2019-20, 21.25 
cents per $100 of assessed value.

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

The Atlantic Beach Police Depart-
ment has made an arrest in a May 24 
shooting case. 

The incident occurred 
at 8 p.m. May 24 at the 
Kangaroo Express at 
407 East Fort Macon 
Road. A police report 
stated a white male 
subject, later identi-
fi ed as Miller Berry of 
Wilson, got into a verbal 
argument with two other 
males in the store, which 
then moved outdoors. 

Mr. Berry reportedly retrieved a pistol 
from a vehicle, struck one of the victims 
in the head with it, then fi red a shot into 
the ground near the same victim before 
getting into his vehicle and leaving the 
scene. 

According to an ABPD press release 
Monday, police took the available 
information, including an image from 
the store’s security camera, and began a 
search. The photos were also provided to 
the media. 

“Thanks to an overwhelming response 
from the viewing public, police were able to 
positively identify the suspect,” the ABPD 
said. “On May 30, the suspect turned himself 
in to police and was booked into the Carteret 
County Jail.” 

According to the report, Mr. Berry 
was charged with assault with a deadly 
weapon, assault by pointing a gun, com-
municating threats, going armed to the 
terror of the public and discharging a 
fi rearm within town limits. 

Mr. Berry was released on a $15,000 
unsecured bond.  

 
Contact Mike Shutak at 252-723-

7353, email mike@thenewstimes.com; 
or follow on Twitter at @mikesccnt.

Atlantic Beach 
PD arrest Wilson 
man in gas 
station shooting

Cape Carteret talks police staffing ahead of budget hearing
CAPE CARTERET

SomeECHSseniorstograduateFriday,othersonJuly10

CAPE LOOKOUT

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Search efforts for U.S. Army SPC 
Enrique Roman-Martinez, 21, missing 
since May 23 from Cape Lookout National 
Seashore, have been suspended, offi cials 
announced around noon Tuesday.

A press release from the National Park 
Service stated, “Very few clues have been 
discovered during the search efforts. De-
pending on the search area and day, team 
members encountered rainy, windy, and 
rough sea conditions.”

Sunday, the NPS announced park rang-
ers had discovered remains on Shackleford 
Banks but gave little information beyond 
noting the remains had been sent to a state 
lab for identifi cation.

“The remains were turned over to the 
medical examiner’s offi ce and are awaiting 
their determination and identifi cation,” the 
Tuesday release restates. 

As of midday Tuesday, the state medi-
cal examiner’s offi ce in Raleigh had not 
released any information regarding positive 
ID.

Efforts began at South Core Banks around 
mile marker 46, from where SPC Roman-
Martinez had been reported missing from 
a group of eight that had arrived Friday by 
ferry. He was not reported missing for about 
seven hours, according to Cape Lookout 
Superintendent Jeff West.

“Over a ten-day period, ground and aerial 
searchers covered South Core Banks, Shack-
leford Banks, and the immediate ocean and 

Search for solider suspended as officials await ID on remains

BERRY

HARKERS ISLAND

Vet, Emerald Isle resident 
celebrates 100th birthday

EMERALD ISLE

Lida Barnes has now had 
100 birthdays, but the celebra-
tion with friends and family in 
her backyard Friday had to be 
one of most unique.

In the age of the novel coro-
navirus pandemic and limited 
gatherings, even outdoors, 
some participants in the sur-
prise event, including Emerald 
Isle police offi cers, drove by 
her Cedar Street home and 
shouted, clapped or blew their 
vehicles’ horns to wish the 
World War II veteran well on 
a day that fewer than 2% of 
Americans live to see.

Ü 8A

MARTINEZ

sound areas surrounding 
Roman-Martinez’s camp,” 
the release states. “In the 
absence of additional clues, 
active search operations 
have been suspended. Lim-
ited search activities may 
occur as new information 
or evidence presents itself.”

In the Tuesday release, the NPS said the 
solider is still considered a missing person 
“and our investigation will continue in hopes 
of gaining further information of his where-
abouts on the day of his disappearance.

“Park Rangers would like to hear from 
anyone who may have had contact with 
Enrique Roman-Martinez,” it states.
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