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T deland News

With most town meet-
ings canceled due to dam-
age in the Swansboro Town 
Hall, there is not much on 
the Swansboro calendar for 
October.

The Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission 
will meet in a special session 
today, Wednesday, Oct. 3, at 
6 p.m. in the town manager’s 
office.

The purpose of the special 
meeting will be to consider 
a demolition request and to 
review post-hurricane staff 
approvals.

Also on tap is a land-use 
plan update committee meet-
ing. The meeting will be Oct. 
11 at 6 p.m. It will take place 
in the multi-purpose room at 
the Swansboro Recreation 
Center.

Meeting 

schedule

Commentary: Storm story shared

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be sunny with highs in 
the mid-80s, lows in the 
low-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by James 
Gotovich, a student in 
Kristen Markle’s first 
grade class at Queens 
CreekElementary School.

By Suzanne Snell Tesh

Sept. 11: Dear Suzanne, Hope you 
are safe. Send news. Big hugs, Anne in 
France.

Dear Anne, I am at a loss what to tell 
you. The mayor of Swansboro has just 
given the order to evacuate. Three of 
our cats are inside and three are out. My 
fiancé Lee has just tested the genera-
tor that Brad (my late husband) bought 
after the last hurricane in 2011. We also 
have a single propane burner. We were 
able late last night to fill up the car 
at the last service station in town that 
still had gas. We have enough food and 
water. We would need to drive several 
hundred miles in order to get beyond the 
danger zone. If we left, there would be 
no one to act to protect our apartment 
and belongings. I have been watching 
weather maps for the last two hours and 

I can’t decide whether to stay or leave.
Our apartment is on the northwest 

side of our building facing the White 
Oak River and will bear the brunt of the 
wind. Our neighbors across the hall fac-
ing the parking lot and the highway are 
on the lee side. They have two daughters 
aged 7 years and nine months. My judg-
ment is that our building is high enough 
that we will not be flooded by the storm 
surge: We are a good 20 feet above the 
water and the walls of this 1930 brick 
school building are 2 feet thick.

It’s really hard to know what to make 
of the information about this storm. I’m 
doing my best to stay flexible and get 
my mind around this catastrophic situ-
ation so I can continue to function. We 
still have hours of work to get every-
thing off the two porches and move 
everything away from the windows.

I could never abandon our pets. 

Lee is prepared to stay and ride out the 
storm. Should I stay or go? The first 
bands of wind and rain are due to arrive 
tomorrow evening.

I’ll keep you posted and give heart-
felt thanks for your prayers.

Sept. 12: Every business and private 
home hereabouts is putting plywood 
over their windows but because we 
live in a condominium, the exterior 
walls don’t belong to us and the hom-
eowners’ association has no plans to 
protect our windows. The good news 
is that we have gained 24 hours prep 
time because the storm path has shifted 
south a little. However my study of the 
National Weather Service day-by-day 
wind forecast data leads me to assess the 
likelihood that our windows will remain 
intact at about zero. We have two inte-
rior bathrooms and closets where we and 
the cats can take refuge but everything 

else will get soaked if the windows fail.
In fact I simply broke down sobbing 

today with that image vividly in front of 
me, of the water rushing in the windows. 
So Lee pressed me, asking, well what do 
we need to be doing about it then? And I 
said, I want to find a hardware store and 
buy some containers for my clothing and 
papers. And hallelujah, while the corpo-
rate hardware stores had closed Tuesday, 
Community Hardware, a locally owned 
store in Swansboro town, was still open! 
And once we had brought home 10 big 
plastic yard trashcans with lids, I felt 
much better.

My very dear Suzanne and Lee, 
Clearly Lee has good nerves and knows 
how to cope, rather than throw up one’s 
hands and despair. I went to church and 
lit a candle for you, Lee and your kitties 

In the Tideland ...
ONWASA plans to waive fees in certain cases, Page 2
Swansboro High sports to get on a schedule, Page 8
Queens Creek is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 10

(See STORM, page �)

Brad and Paige Keselowski, center, are pictured with 
several of Swansboro’s first responders, members of 
the Swansboro Fire Department and Swansboro Police 

Department, during a visit by the Keselowskis as part 
of their the United2Gether effort on Sept. 26. (Alissa 
Fender photo)

Driver honors responders
Brad and Paige Keselowski visit Swansboro

Brad Keselowski, center, is pictured with his wife, 
Paige, left, and Brittany Rawls of Greenville, on hand 
to support United2Gether. (Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro’s first respond-
ers had a notable visitor on 
Sept. 26, NASCAR great Brad 
Keselowski.

He was in Swansboro as 
part of an effort to make contact 
with police and fire depart-
ments, and other first respond-
ers who worked throughout 
Hurricane Florence.

“Our effort here is to help 
out in any way we can,” he said 
while posing for photos and 
signing autographs for a grateful 
public. “It’s all about support-
ing the first responders and the 
military, to thank them for their 
work.”

Keselowski, who drives with 
the Ford Xfinity Series rac-
ing manufacturer team, was in 
Swansboro with his wife, Paige, 
a former resident of Plymouth.

“It was certainly a plea-
sure to meet with Brad and his 
organization,” Swansboro Fire 
Department Chief Mark Tessing 
said. “It’s nice to know that 
there are groups out there that 
look after people who look after 
other people. The fact that he 
personally took an interest in 
what we do and how we do it 
meant a lot to our first respond-
ers.

“So often we look at the 
sports figures and put them on 
pedestals as role models. But 
here’s a man that proved he’s 
more than just another sports 
figure. It was certainly my plea-
sure to meet with him and his 
organization.”

Keselowski’s Checkered 
Flag Foundation announced 
on Sept. 17 an effort to pro-
vide support to first responders 
in communities affected by 

‘It’s all about 

supporting the 

first responders 

and the military, 

to thank them for 

their work.’
Brad Keselowski

Hurricane Florence.
“This is a foundation my 

wife and I put together,” he said 
while at the Swansboro Public 
Safety Facility.

“Due to days of record-
breaking rainfall delivered by 
Florence, flooding is the pri-
mary concern in affected areas,” 
the Checkered Flag Foundation 
announced on its website. 
“Teams of first responders 
are working overtime provid-
ing water rescues and helping 
ensure the safety of residents in 
the impacted areas. Immediate 
needs of first responders include 
clothes, fuel and food, but will 
continue to change and increase 
as rescue and cleanup efforts 
continue.”

Under the foundation, the 
couple launched United2Gether.

“My wife is from this area,” 
Keselowski said. “We wanted to 
do something special.”

Founded in 2010, the mis-
sion of Keselowski’s Checkered 
Flag Foundation is to honor and 
assist those who have sacrificed 
greatly for our country, accord-
ing to the website.

Town 

delays 

event 
Swansboro 

Mullet 

Festival 

postponed 

for a month

Concert 

planned

By Jimmy Williams

While the 64th annual Mullet 
Festival will not take place Oct. 
13 and 14 as planned, it will be 
taking place in some fashion 
a month later. However, the 
community can still plan on an 
October event, the centerpiece 
of which will be a free concert 
at the Rotary Civic Center.

In separate press releases 
from the town last week, 
the iconic Swansboro street 
fair – technically called the 
Swansboro Mullet Festival of 
North Carolina – was listed as a 
casualty of Hurricane Florence, 
and the damage and destruction 
the storm left in its wake. The 
storm, which passed through 
Swansboro Sept. 14 and 15, 
caused significant damage to the 
community.

“After consulting with down-
town business owners, many of 
whom were devastated by storm 
surge, our mayor and board 
along with staff, we decided that 
two weeks just wasn’t enough 
time to safely hold the festival,” 
Scott Chase, town manager, 
stated in the press release. “The 
town took a hit from Florence 
and we’re still trying to recover. 
Everyone thought we should 
devote all our energies to get-
ting back on our feet.”

Having the event – which 
covers a huge swath of down-
town in the area of Olde Towne 
Square – as originally scheduled 
would hinder recovery efforts, 
according to Chase. Debris 
is still being removed and 
the event would stretch town 
resources.

In consultation with mem-
bers of the Swansboro Festivals 
Committee – a town-linked 
group of volunteers respon-
sible for putting on the Mullet 
Festival and various other 
town events – the decision was 
(See HURRICANE, page �) (See RESPONDERS, page �)

A benefit community concert 
by the Crystal Coast Choral 
Society and the Swansboro 
United Methodist Church Choir 
with a guest artist Ginger Garner 
will take place Sunday, Oct. 
7, at 7 p.m. at the Swansboro 
United Methodist Church.

Monetary donations are 
requested and all donations will 
remain in the local community 
relief efforts.

For information on the event 
call (910) 358-2997.

What happens now that 
Florence is yesterday’s news? 
All the big boys have packed up 
and gone home. The dirty work 
is still here.

‘I still can’t find a contractor 
to fix my house.

The water is still standing 
in places and mosquitoes are 
hungry. The not-cool debris still 
lines the streets. People don’t 
need bottled water but clean 
clothes.

It is like a funeral, You get 
relief up front, but who stays for 
the long haul?

Lucinda Miller
Swansboro

Concert Oct. 7

What now?


