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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar William Rawls, Raleigh
Dorothy Tracy, Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Jefferson Davis, Newport
Pierre Lassalvy, Newport
Lucille Crank, Beaufort

Vernon Fox, Otway
Robert Pate, Morehead City
William Stanley, Hardy, Va.
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Mayor Jones:
beach towns
need uniform
condition flags
Discusses ocean safety

USCG seeks
public input

for bridge

Rudolph talks
rip currents,
nourishment
Firm studies sand
shift from Florence

BY MIKE SHUTAK 
NEWS-TIMES

PINE KNOLL SHORES — Cooperation 
between the beach towns of Bogue Banks is 
vital to keeping beachgoers and swimmers 
safe, according to Mayor Ken 
Jones. 

This was a big part of 
the discussion that occurred 
during the regular board 
of commissioners’ meet-
ing Wednesday, held in the 
town hall boardroom at 100 
Municipal Circle. 

Carteret County Emergency 
Services Director Stephen Rea 
came to the meeting to address 
the board on the matter of 
beach safety, in particular on 
the use of ocean-condition flags. 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — For folks wondering if 
Hurricane Florence last September could have 
resulted in worse rip current conditions off the 
town’s beach, the answer, according to Carteret 
County Shore Protection Office Manager Greg 
Rudolph is “maybe.”

Mr. Rudolph, who heads the office responsi-
ble for beach nourishment projects like the one 
recently completed in Salter Path, Indian Beach 
and eastern Emerald Isle, last week dismissed 
the likelihood rip currents have gotten worse as 
a result of beach nourishment.

In Emerald Isle, he said then, almost all of 
the ocean rescues have been in the western part 
of town, which hasn’t been nourished in years.

He said Friday that surveys conducted by 
the county’s beach engineering firm, Moffatt & 
Nichol, show Florence did change the “bathym-
etry” of the ocean off Emerald Isle and the 
change has persisted, at least through May, 
when the latest survey was taken. Bathymetry 
refers to the depth of the ocean.

“We’ve heard from the some of the life-
guards and some of the fire department people 
(who run the Emerald Isle lifeguard program) 
that something is different out there,” Mr. 
Rudolph said Friday. “So we looked at it” 
after the annual beach and nearshore survey by 
Moffatt & Nichol.

What the May survey shows, when compared 
to surveys taken in March 2018 before Florence 
and in September 2018 right after Florence, is 
that the sand that moved well offshore during 
the hurricane – out to a depth of about -20 feet 

JONES

“Carteret County Emergency Management 
(officials) have no jurisdiction on the beach-
es,” Mr. Rea said. “We just help our beach 
communities.” 

According to Mr. Rea, as of Wednesday 
there have been seven drowning deaths in the 
county this year. Six of these deaths occurred 
prior to Memorial Day weekend, the traditional 
start of the summer tourism season in Carteret 
County. In response to the unusually high 
number of drownings, on May 29, Mayor Jones 
held a press conference to highlight efforts by 
town staff and residents to inform beachgoers 
about the town’s beach warning flag system. 

All Bogue Banks’ towns use warning flags 
to alert beachgoers to existing and forecast 
surf conditions. However, Mr. Rea, echo-
ing the thoughts the mayor expressed during 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

HARKERS ISLAND — 

Mariners and others with an 
interest in waterway navigation 
are encouraged to submit com-
ments to the U.S. Coast Guard 
regarding the latest plans to con-
struct a new bridge to Harkers 
Island.

The N.C. Department of 
Transportation is working on a 
project to replace a series of 
two bridges that connect Harkers 
Island to the mainland. The first 
existing bridge connects the 
mainland to Straits Fishing Pier, 
and the other, the Earl C. Davis 
Memorial Bridge, connects the 
pier to Harkers Island. Together, 
the two bridges carry Harkers 

See Bridge / Page 4A See Sand / Page 4A

See Flags / Page 4A

News-TimesNews-Times  
moves print moves print 
productionproduction

to Greenvilleto Greenville
Tri-weekly paper continues

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — The 
Carteret County News-Times, 
an institution serving the Crystal 
Coast for decades, was printed 
in the county for the last time 
Saturday evening. 

Beginning with the Wednesday, 
June 19, 2019, edition, the News-
Times will roll off the press in 
Greenville. 

“The Carteret County News-
Times and its various publications, 
Swansboro’s Tideland News and 
This Week Magazine, will be 
undergoing a series of changes in 
the next two weeks. Technology is 
opening new opportunities for the 
print product, providing more ben-
efits for our readers and advertis-
ers,” Publisher Lockwood Phillips 
said in a statement. 

The shift in production will 
bring a few important changes for 
our readers. Beginning Wednesday, 
the News-Times print edition 
you receive will be narrower, a 
reflection of the different machin-
ery used to produce the product. 
Editions will have more capability 
for color photography, advertising 
and graphics. 

Additionally, the News-Times 

ABOVE: Longtime pressman Tony Melke checks registration lines and color values of a Daily Line insert as it rolls off the press Saturday in the 
pressroom of the Carteret County News-Times in Morehead City. The Sunday, June 16, 2019, edition of the News-Times is the last to be printed 
in Morehead City as production operations are shifted to Greenville. BELOW: Rolls of paper sit on the pressroom floor. (Dylan Ray photos)

See News-Times / Page 2A
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Still Rockin’
A 497.6-pound blue marlin is weighed in at Big Rock Landing in downtown Morehead City Saturday 

by the Greenville-based boat Double B. A winner of the Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament had not been 
declared by presstime. For more, visit carolinacoastonline.com. (Dylan Ray photo)
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