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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

‘SO VERY GRATEFUL’
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 1B

Wednesday
March 3

Thursday 
March 4

Friday 
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Saturday 
March 6

Sunday 
March 7

Low 4:28 a.m. 5:27 a.m. 6:32 a.m. 7:44 a.m. 8:57 a.m.
4:36 p.m. 5:26 p.m. 6:23 p.m. 7:29 p.m. 8:41 p.m.

High 10:29 a.m 11:21 a.m. 12:01 a.m. 1:06 a.m 2:16 a.m

11:02 p.m -------- 12:21 p.m. 1:29 p.m 2:43 p.m.

CARTERET COUNTYBEAUFORT

The community is mourning 
the loss of a Morehead City man 
who is believed to have drowned 
after falling from a dock into Core 
Creek Canal Sunday afternoon.  

Authorities with the Carteret 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce confi rmed 
Monday afternoon they had re-
covered the body of Joshua Staf-
ford, 41, of Morehead City, near 
Jarrett Bay Marine Industrial Park 
after a day-long search. 

Emergency crews were altered 
to the missing person around 
8:30 a.m. Monday after a re-
port that a man was missing and 
believed to have fallen in the 
water of Core Creek Canal at 
the industrial complex located 
off Highway 101, according to a 
Tuesday afternoon release from 
the CCSO.

Around 4 p.m., his body was 
located near the dock he went 
missing, Sheriff Asa Buck told the 
News-Times. 

“Using side-scan sonar, his 
body was found by a professional 
diver from Tow Boat U.S. around 
three feet below the surface, 
about two feet from the end of the 
dock,” the release states.

Mr. Stafford is believed to have 
drowned, and no foul play is 
suspected. The investigation is 
ongoing. 

“Security video from the busi-
ness captured Stafford falling off 
the dock near the boat yard on 
Sunday afternoon at 12:13 p.m. 
while fi shing and did not resur-
face,” the release continues. 

The CCSO, Beaufort Emergen-
cy Medical Services, Beaufort Fire 
Department, Atlantic Beach Fire 
Department, Morehead City Fire 
Department, N.C. Marine Patrol, 
N.C. Wildlife, U.S. Coast Guard 
and Tow Boat U.S. crews were all 
involved in the search. 

Monday evening as news of 
his death broke, friends of Mr. 
Stafford fi lled his Facebook page 
with condolences and memories, 
including many focused on his 
love for fi shing. 

Authorities recover 
body of man believed 
to have drowned in 
Core Creek Canal

MOREHEAD CITY
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Barbara Mason, Morehead City

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

State Director of Emergency 
Management Michael Sprayberry 
toured Carteret County’s COVID-
19 vaccination clinic Tuesday morn-
ing to observe its operation and 
gather ideas for large scale clinics 
that will soon begin in Greensboro.

“I was invited here to see an 
effi cient vaccination clinic,” Mr. 
Sprayberry said during his tour of 
the clinic set up in the old Kmart 
in Morehead City. “I appreciate 
the hospitality, and you have a 
really wonderful operation here. 
I’m going to watch and take this 
information back to Greensboro to 
implement some of the lessons I 
learn during this tour.”

Last week, OBX Today re-
ported Mr. Sprayberry visited the 
Dare County clinic in Kill Devil 
Hills as well. 

He said the state plans to start 
offering 20,000 vaccinations a day 
at large-scale clinics in the Four 
Seasons complex in Greensboro. 
The clinics will be offered for eight 
weeks to speed up the number of 
people receiving vaccinations.

The state director said he was 
impressed with the effi ciency of 
Carteret County’s clinic.

“You can’t make this happen 
without volunteers like the Rotary 
Clubs, hospitals and other volunteers. 

N.C. Emergency Management Director tours Carteret County vaccine clinic

That’s the American way,” he said.
Mr. Sprayberry added that 

Wednesday, March 10 marks 
the one-year anniversary since 
the state opened its Emergency 
Operations Center in response to 
the pandemic.

“I know people are fatigued, but 
we are in the home stretch,” he said.

Mr. Sprayberry pointed out 
that as of Tuesday, about 2.5 
million North Carolina residents 
have been vaccinated.

With Johnson & Johnson’s 

one-shot vaccine just approved, 
Mr. Sprayberry said the state has 
already received 83,000 doses, 
but he was not sure how those 
will be dispersed across the state.

In the meantime, County Direc-
tor of Emergency Services Stephen 

Rea said the county is receiving about 
2,000 fi rst doses of the Pfi zer and Mod-
erna vaccines per week and administer-
ing them as soon as they come in.

“This week we’ll be giving about 
2,600 doses,” he said.

While each clinic is averaging 
about 1,200 shots, Mr. Rea said he 
hopes to see that increase.

“We could be doing up to 2,500 
a day with the volunteer base and 
space we now have,” he said. “We’re 
looking to expand our vaccinations 
as soon as possible.”

There are currently about 6,000 
people on the county’s vaccine wait-
ing list.

“That’s compared to 16,000 about 
a month ago,” he said.

With school staff now able to 
receive vaccinations, Mr. Rea said 
teachers have begun signing up.

“We will get to them as soon as 
possible,” he said, adding that they 
are still vaccinating those 65 and 
older, as well.

The next group to receive vac-
cinations will be essential personnel, 
such as fi refi ghters, police offi cers 
and grocery store workers, according 
to Mr. Rea. They can begin receiv-
ing vaccinations March 10.

“We’re still trying to defi ne who 
falls in that category,” he said.

Those wanting to sign up for vac-
cinations should call 252-728-8550, 
option 2.

State Director of Emergency Management Michael Sprayberry observes Carteret Health Care pharmacy techni-
cian Liza Hoomana as she prepares a COVID-19 vaccine during a clinic Tuesday at the old Kmart in Morehead City. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)
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CARTERET COUNTY — State legisla-
tors and county school offi cials say they 
plan to continue their fi ght to get all students 
back in classrooms, despite the Senate’s 
failure Monday night to override Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s veto of Republican legislation that 
directed the state’s K-12 school districts to 
offer in-person instruction to all students in 
about two weeks.

The 29-20 vote to override fell one short 
of the three-fi fths majority required, so the 
veto of Senate Bill 37 was upheld.

“I am very disappointed with the Gov-
ernor’s veto and the lack of Democrats to 
override,” Rep. Pat McElraft, R-Carteret, 
said. “We will go forward with our local bill 
H90 (House Bill 90).  The local bill does 
highlight social distancing but at the WHO 
(World Health Organization) suggested 3 
meters or 3.5 feet. The schools can accom-
modate that distance but not the 6 ft.

“I’m hoping we can get the bill through 
the House and Senate so that our kids can 
safely get back to in person school full time 
like so many charter and private schools 
have done,” she continued. “Our students 
have suffered signifi cantly from loss of 
time out of school from hurricanes and now 

COVID-19. Our children’s 
futures depend on their 
education. As soon as I can 
get the bill in the education 
committee I will do so.” 

Sen. Norman Sanderson, 
R-Carteret, who voted in 
favor of overriding the 
veto, said he, too, was 
disappointed in the vote and 
planned to support efforts 

to get students back in classrooms as soon as 
possible.

“I join with hundreds of thousands across 
North Carolina to say how disappointed I 
am,” Sen. Sanderson said in a telephone 
interview Tuesday. “The majority want 
their kids back in school. The system is 
doing their best but is not successful. This 
is impacting future generations. This bill 
followed the safety protocols the governor 
put in place. I know members of the NCAE 
(N.C. Association of Educators) adamantly 
opposed this bill, and I hate to think that he 
vetoed the bill for a few thousand members 
of NCAE and threw children and parents 
under the bus.”

Sen. Sanderson said he plans to support 
local bills, like House Bill 90, that could still 
get all students back in classrooms.

“We can either fi le a joint 
bill or maybe a complemen-
tary bill,” Sen. Sanderson 
said. “Time is critical. In six 
weeks, the school year will 
be winding down. I know 
we’re looking at summer 
school to try and catch 
kids up, but that won’t be 
enough. Many of these kids 
have been out of classrooms 

for nearly one year.”
County Board of Education Chairman 

Clark Jenkins said he was frustrated with the 
Senate’s failure to override Gov. Cooper’s 
veto as well.

“(I’m) disappointed to say the least. 
Private schools have been in class 5 days a 
week all year, but we can’t seem to fi gure 
out how to put politics aside and get our 
public schools open full-time,” Mr. Jenkins 
said. “We’re just creating more inequity 
for our students in our state. I will not stop 
fi ghting to get our kids back in school full 
time and once in school full time I will fi nd 
a way to fi x the damage caused to our stu-
dents by the political division in our state.”

Carteret County Schools Superintendent 

Local offi  cials disappointed in Senate failure 
to override Gov. Cooper’s veto to reopen schools
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