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Saturday’s weather 
will be mostly sunny but 
there is a chance of rain 
on Sunday. Highs will 
be in the upper-60s and 
lows will be in the mid-
50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Raziya Higgins, a stu-
dent in Debi Constable’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Lowe’s will have safety measures

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

The Coastal Federation, county and partners buy waterfront, Page 2

Swansboro senior Brendan Lawson has ‘Heart of a Champion,’ Page 7

Sand Ridge students share thoughts on remote instruction, Page 8

A caravan of well-wishers rolled 
through The Cottages of Swans-
boro on Thursday, April 2, offer-
ing greetings to the loved ones 
they have been unable to visit in 
person, due to social distancing 
regulations in place to slow the 
spread of COVID-19. In top pho-

to, Larry and Cindy Fitzpatrick of 
Jacksonville share greetings with 
Fran Fitzpatrick, a resident of the 
facility. Norma Provost, supervisor 
of the retirement community, said 
the event included family for all 28 
residents. “It did lift their spirits,” 
she said. (Pete Rulon photos)

Sending love from afar

Commentary

American 

mindset: 

overcoming 

pandemic
By Travis Hutchison

The coronavirus pan-
demic is devastating our 
society on more levels 
than I can comprehend. 
However, the great 
American mindset is that 
of overcoming. I am put-
ting the squeeze on that 
lemon virus and believe I 
will eventually be getting 
lemonade.

“Wow Papa Hutch, this 
is fun!” so retorted my 
grandson River after our 
home school reading and 
life lesson from the book, 
“7 Habits of Happy Kids.” 
My prediction is that the 
coronavirus will push par-
ents to be more proactive in 
their children’s education 
and spin out more “home-
school” education.

So, what is my take 
on a broader scale of the 
catastrophic impact of 
coronavirus on America? 
My analysis may have been 
influenced by the great phi-
losopher Charlie Brown and 
sociologists Daffy Duck 

and Bugs Bunny. Therefore, 
I suggest my prognostica-
tions should not be taken 
seriously.

Economics: The war 
on coronavirus has been 
equated to WWII. I dis-
agree. Our war effort of 
1941-45 required all avail-
able people to work. It pro-
pelled millions of women 
into the work force and cre-
ated a booming economy. 
Conversely, the virus has 
home-confined us and made 
economic growth nosedive. 
Some believe it will trig-
ger a recession or even a 
depression. Whatever the 
short-term affect, in the 
long-term, the economy 
will recover and grow. It 
always has and will again.

Technology: Advances 
in technology with informa-
tion systems will leapfrog. 
People who previously did 
not use advanced com-
munication will now be 
forced into the information 
age. Working from home is 

Record release 

on tap April 11

Swansboro’s Anna Cole, 14, 
and already a veteran of the music 
business, will release her first re-

cord with the Submindie Records 
label on Saturday, April 11. (Kaleb 
Leidy photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Anna Cole, a teen veteran of the 
music business who is also a Swansboro 
Middle School student, will hit the big 
time this month when she makes her 
debut as a signed artist with the release 
of her new song “Boom Boom Bang” on 
the Zurich, Switzerland-based Submindie 
Records label.

In the words of Sascha Weberknecht, 
the Submindie Records CEO, “Anna 
could have a hit on her hands.”

Anna, 14, is the daughter of Terry 
and Jennifer Cole of Swansboro. She has 
teamed up with record producer Maison 
Real of Barcelona, Spain, for the song. 
Real recorded and mixed the instru-
mentation in Barcelona, Spain. Anna 
recorded all of the vocals for the record 
in Swansboro at her family’s “Gearhead 
East” home studio, according to her 
father.

“I am very excited about releasing 
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Budget 

discussed 

online
Town commissioners 

– and the public – will help 
craft the Swansboro budget 
proposal for 2020-21 on 
Monday, April 13, in a vir-
tual setting.

Chris Seaberg, town 
manager, said the online 
meeting would begin at 
5:30 p.m. and would be 
open to the public through 
the Zoom platform.

For information on how 
to link, visit the town web-
site or call (910) 326-4428.

The economic slow-
down brought on by 
COVID-19 has meant the 
financial status of the town 
and state are extremely 
uncertain, Seaberg said.

“You are trying to draft 
a budget with a Crystal 
ball,” he said.

Commissioner Frank 
Tursi agrees.

“To be safe, I think we 
must prepare as a fallback 
an austere budget, one that 
maintains needed services, 
provides small raises for 
staff, pays for health cover-
age and puts a little money 
aside for major capital proj-
ects, like fire trucks,” he 
said. “Hiring new staff may 
have to wait.”

As for a tax increase, 
included in the original 
proposal, Tursi said, “I’m 
not sure I can support one 
now.”

Commissioner Pat 
Turner said she supports a 
bare-bones approach.  

“At this time I am of the 
opinion we have to have a 
zero-based budget with no 
frills, and any increases in 
fees that have a negative 
impact on our community 
should be frowned upon,” 
she said.

By Jimmy Williams

Prior to shutting down 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners agreed on 
general directions for creat-
ing one-way traffic in the 
historic downtown.

Continuing a discussion 
that has been going on for 
years, commissioners ques-
tioned the one-way plan 
Jeff Hochanadel, special 
traffic engineer with the 
Timmons Group, presented 
last year and again at the 
March 9 commission meet-
ing. At the recent meeting, 
he suggested traffic be 
directed off N.C. 24 onto 
Church Street and travel 
one way to Front Street and 
travel one way on Front 
Street to N.C. 24. Traffic 
on Main Street would travel 
one way from Front Street 
to N.C. 24 and the lone 
stoplight serving Historic 
Downtown Swansboro.

Swansboro paid $29,900 
for Timmons Group pro-
posal.

When given the chance, 
commissioners offered sug-
gestions of their own on 
potential traffic patterns. 
At the end of the discus-
sion, it was this information 
that Hochanadel took from 

the meeting along with a 
request to return with an 
altered plan.

Of course, that meeting 
took place just days prior 
to Swansboro deciding to 
cancel all public meetings 
in response to the threat 
of COVID-19. In light of 
that, it may be later before 
commissioners have the 
opportunity to view the 
revised traffic plan, accord-
ing to Chris Seaberg, town 
manager.

“We are just trying to 
get to the other side of the 
event,” he said.

In explaining the sug-
gested route Hochanadel 
said the decision to have 
Front Street exit on N.C. 24 
was based on a couple of 
reasons. For one, it blends 
better with Church Street 
traffic entering from N.C. 
24. Hochanadel pointed out 
to the commissioners that 
in doing the study, while 
there were no actual wrecks 
observed, there were sev-
eral “near-misses.” The 
one-way on Church and 
Front streets “would elimi-
nate some of the conflict 

One-way 

proposal 

‘tweaked’
Swansboro 

commissioners 

provide input
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Reasons


