
The Christmas week-
end weather will be 
sunny but chilly. High 
temperatures will be in 
the upper-30s and lows 
will be in the low-20s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Kaili 
Jones, who is a student 
in Stephanie Easley’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Greetings/Letters to Santa

Committee gets OK, hires consultant, Page 5

QCES pupils discuss Christmas trees, Page 8

The decorations in the yard of this home in 
Hubert shares in a big way the spirit of the sea-
son. During this time of Christmas, “May this 

Season of Light be a time of celebration and 
merriment but also a time of reflection.” (Pete 
Rulon photo)

’Tis the season

Commentary

Capitalism, 

does morality 

have a role

to play?
By Rob Schofield

Can morality play a role 
in capitalism? Should it?

Human society has, of 
course, wrestled with this 
dilemma for centuries.

For some market funda-
mentalists on the ideologi-
cal right, all morality – at 
least when it comes to the 
roles of investors and con-
sumers – is to be found in 
profits and bargains.

Yes, that computer man-
ufacturer (or meat packer 
or clothing producer) may 
poison its neighbors and 
rely upon horrific sweat-
shops that employ young 
children in conditions little 
different from slavery, but 
hey, so long as their return 
on investment is high and 
prices low, goes the think-
ing, that’s a problem for 
someone else to solve.

Interestingly, for very 
different reasons, some on 
the other end of the spec-
trum also view the idea of 
drawing lines in this realm 
as a futile exercise. Don’t 
kid yourself, goes this argu-

ment; it’s absurd to pre-
tend that one can actively 
participate in the modern 
capitalist economy without 
abetting exploitation and 
injustice.

Meanwhile, for the 
large majority of us who 
find ourselves somewhere 
in between those points 
of view, making a judg-
ment call on such matters 
can often be a challenge. 
Sometimes it’s hard to 
obtain accurate information 
about the depths of a com-
pany’s anti-social behavior. 
In other instances, a firm 
may have a mixed record 
or be moving in the right 
direction.

And things can really 
get complicated when the 
question is not merely 
whether to patronize a par-
ticular company, but wheth-
er to invest in it. After all, 
most people do not select 
individual stocks to buy and 
sell; they rely on profes-
sionals (like pension man-
agers and mutual funds) 

Association 

hosts author

Retired U.S. Army Colonel Wade 
Sokolosky presents his book, “NC 

Confederate Hospitals, 1862-
1863.” (Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

History enthusiasts of Swansboro 
– thanks to efforts of the Swansboro 
Historical Association – got an in-depth 
look at how the Confederacy dealt with 
medical care during the War Between the 
States.

Retired U.S. Army Colonel Wade 
Sokolosky presented his book, “NC 
Confederate Hospitals, 1862-1863,” for 
the SHA’s quarterly program.

“His enthusiasm and in-depth study 
brought to life a previously neglected 

(See MORAL, page �)
(See AUTHOR, page �)

Holidays 

change 

schedule
Christmas 2022 and 

New Year’s Day 2023 
will be on consecutive 
Sundays this year. As 
a result, a lot of agen-
cies and offices will be 
closed on the following 
Mondays.

Swansboro Town 
Hall, Recreation Center 
and Visitor’s Center will 
all be closed on Monday 
and Tuesday, Dec. 26 
and 27, for Christmas.

For the New Year’s 
holiday, town hall, the 
Rec Center and the 
Visitor’s Center will be 
closed on Monday, Jan. 
2.

Onslow County gov-
ernment offices – includ-
ing the Swansboro 
Branch Library and the 
Onslow County Museum 
– will be closed for 
Christmas on Dec. 23, 
24, 26 and 27.

County landfill sites 
will be open on Friday, 
Dec. 23, and Tuesday, 
Dec. 27, but otherwise 
closed.

All county offices 
and agencies will be 
closed Monday, Jan. 2, 
for New Year’s.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will not deliver 
mail on Dec. 26 or Jan. 
2.

Financial institu-
tions will be closed on 
Monday, and possibly 
Tuesday, for Christmas, 
and Monday, Jan. 2, for 
New Year’s.

Finally, the 
Swansboro ABC Store 
will close at 6 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve and will 
close for the holiday on 
Monday, Dec. 26. The 
ABC Store will operate 
as usual on Jan. 2.
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INSIDE ...

By Zack Nally

The town of Swansboro 
lost an icon last week.

Ronnie Ross, 31-year 
educator and a founding 
member of the Swansboro 
Century Club, died on 
Monday, Dec. 12, at the age 
of 84.

He is survived by his 
wife of 61 years, Dolores, 
his children Rusty and 
Suellen, and a legacy that 
will last long after a life-
time of coaching and ser-
vice to the community.

Ross’s professional 
accolades are extensive – 
he was a 2014 Jacksonville-
Onslow Sports Hall of 
Fame inductee and one 
of the N.C. High School 
Athletic Association’s 100 
Administrators to remember 
in 2013 – but his impact on 
the sports community went 

By Jimmy Williams

There was a second 
dose of good news for 
Swansboro Elementary 
School staff this fall as 
Lindsay Williams was 
recently named the 2021-
22 N.C. Music Educators 
Association Elementary 
Teacher of the Year.

Williams’s selection 
followed SES’s Page 
Highsmith being named the 
Onslow County Principal of 
the Year.

Brent C. Anderson, 

chief communications offi-
cer with Onslow County 
Schools, shared information 
on Williams’s honor with 
the Onslow County Board 
of Education during its Dec. 
6 meeting.

He pointed out that 
the N.C. Music Educators 
Association recognizes out-
standing music teachers.

“Tonight, we are proud 
to announce that Swansboro 
Elementary School 
music teacher Lindsay 
Williams was selected as 
the NCMEA Elementary 

Music Teacher of the Year,” 
Anderson said.

For Anderson, the award 
had a personal aspect.

“Very excited for her,” 
he said. “I hired Mrs. 
Williams to be the chorus 
teacher when I was princi-
pal at New Bridge Middle.”

In his comments to 
the board of education, 
Anderson said of Williams, 
“The individual selected 
for this award is not only a 
first-class teacher of their 
students, but they also dem-
onstrate a strong philosophy 

of teaching and advocating 
for music education. They 
are members of, and con-
tribute to, their professional 
organization, participate in 
ongoing professional devel-
opment, and regularly con-
tribute to music education 
at the regional, state, and 
national levels.”

Appropriately, the 
presentation of the state-
wide award followed a 
performance by a group 
of Williams’s Swansboro 

SES claims an honor
Williams state’s top music educator 

Town 

loses 

icon
Ross was 

SHS coach 

and town 

stalwart

(See ICON, page �)(See STATE, page �)


