
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-80s and 
lows in the low-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Leelan Brewer, who 
was a student in Elaine 
Selgren’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• County planners OK Peletier project

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Former county commissioner dies, Page 3

Commission concerned with fence, Page 5

Swansboro football gets good reps, Page 8

Laylonie Westbrook of Swans-
boro and her daughter Delilah 
Simmonds, 1-1/2, found the 
Swansboro Parks and Recreation 
Center Splash Pad to be not only 
cooling, but also bringing the 
happy. (Pete Rulon photos)

Splash!

Commentary

‘Believers’ 

could miss 

hearing’s 

benefits 
By Ann von Hoorn

Hearings of the findings 
of the investigative com-
mittee of the Jan. 6, 2021, 
insurrection are being tele-
vised on major networks.

Even Fox News came 
late to the party and began 
covering the hearing on 
Monday, June 13.

Testimony of members 
of Donald Trump’s cam-
paign, including Attorney 
General William Barr, 
and even his own fam-
ily members, Ivanka and 
Jared Kushner, testified 

under oath that they told 
the then-president that he 
lost the election and that 
there had been no fraud that 
would overturn the election 
results. They told him these 
unpleasant facts again and 
again.

Yet Donald Trump con-
tinued to tell the American 
people that the election had 
been stolen from him, and 
that Georgia’s Attorney 
General “needs to find 
11,780 votes,” that there 
had been widespread fraud. 

Hubert VFD 

lands a pad

A 32 foot-by-32 foot landing 
pad with 4-foot wide concrete ap-
proach was unveiled during the 

recent open house. FAA-compli-
ant lighting and markings will be 
added. (Contributed photo)

By John Michael Moore

It’s been said that you can’t keep a 
good man down. In the community of 
Hubert, the same could be said of the 
community itself.

There is a lot of meaning in the slo-

gan, “The Guardians take care of us, 
and we take care of our Guardians” 
when it comes to the Hubert Volunteer 
Fire Department, referred to as “Hubert 
Guardians.”

(See MISSING, page �)(See DEPARTMENT, page �)

July 4, 3 

changes
Swansboro will host 

activities – including 
food vendors and live 
music but no fireworks 
display – to celebrate the 
Fourth of July in the area 
of Olde Towne Square 
downtown.

The legendary Tams 
will perform on the 
Harry C. Pugliese Jr. 
Pavilion stage beginning 
at 6 p.m. on Monday, 
July 4. They are sched-
uled to play until 10 p.m.

A fireworks display 
had to be canceled 
because a fire at the 
vendor’s warehouse 
destroyed the pyrotech-
nics.

The event will 
require motor vehicle 
traffic to be altered and 
restricted to allow for 
pedestrian access.

Changes are also in 
store for the free Seaside 
Arts Council concert on 
July 3.

Pegasus Plus, the 
band that was canceled 
on June 12 because 
of weather, will be 
onstage at The Pug 
for the Sunday, July 3, 
concert. Also scheduled 
to perform that day is 
Capt. Dick and the Lost 
Seamen. The music 
begins at 6 p.m. instead 
of the usual 6:30.
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Critics take aim at budget
Panel OKs 

document 
By Jimmy Williams

A tiny fraction of 
Swansboro citizens – only 

four out of more than 3,300 
– chose to speak at a public 
hearing on the town’s bud-
get proposed for 2022-23, 
but they were of one mind.

All of them believed the 
commissioners should have 
lowered the tax rate in this 
year of revaluation.

The hearing, which took 

place during the June 13 
meeting of the Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners, 
was preceded by a presenta-
tion of the proposed bud-
get by Paula Webb, town 
manager. And she made a 
couple of key points, one 
of which is that the budget 
is funded without having to 

dip into the undesignated 
fund balance. It has been a 
number of years since the 
town could say that.

A federal infusion of 
funds certainly helped, 
according to the manager.

“We were awarded a 
little over $1 million in 
American Rescue Plan 

funds,” Webb said.
Not all of that money 

is included in this year’s 
budget.

“We are also happy to 
report that we didn’t use 
any fund balance,” Webb 
said.

(See BUDGET, page �)


