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NEWS-TIMES Cougars blank Patriots 4-0
The Croatan boys soccer team blanks 

West Carteret 4-0.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Rita Patten, Morehead City
Annie Lawrence, Beaufort

Janie Lee, Newport
Larry Boyles, Morehead City

Gilbert Gibbs, Beaufort
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Test scores increase, grad rate drops
State gives schools passing gradeBY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The 
county school system has a lot 
to celebrate regarding 2018-19 
state accountability test results 
because scores increased.

However, there is also 
cause for concern regarding 
the high school graduation 
rate, which is below the state 
average and decreased from 
the previous year.

As for test results, all coun-
ty schools received a passing 
grade of at least a C for stu-
dent performance, with three 
schools, Croatan High School, 
East Carteret High School 
and the Marine Science and 
Technologies Early College 
High School receiving A’s. 
West Carteret High School 

received a B, missing an A by 
one point.

The county’s charter school, 
Tiller School of Beaufort, 
received a B.

The N.C. Department of 
Public Instruction released the 
results of the annual School 
Performance Grade account-
ability measurement Sept. 4. 

However, the school system 
was closed Sept. 4-6 due to 
Hurricane Dorian, so local 
results were delayed from 
being released by the county 
school system.

The accountability model 
factors in results of the 2018-
19 state end-of-grade and end-
of-course exams, as well as 

other data, to compile a let-
ter grade for each school and 
district.

Superintendent Mat 
Bottoms, in a press release 
issued Sept. 10 about the 
results, said 88.2% of the 
county’s schools received a 
grade of A or B. Although 
not confirmed by DPI, Mr. 
Bottoms further said based 
on high school end-of-course 

Patriots Day
J. Scott Bell, right, embraces fellow firefighter Christian Springle Wednesday after a moment of silence on Patriots Day. They stand 

alongside wreckage from the World Trade Center, which is on display at the Atlantic Beach Fire Department. (Dylan Ray photo) 

County will not collect storm debris, towns vary

Hurricane stirs housing security fears

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY 
— Due to Hurricane Dorian’s 
relatively minimal impact on 
many parts of Carteret County, 
county and municipal leaders 
are taking different approach-
es to debris removal. 

In an email to the News 
Times, County Manager 
Tommy Burns said the 
amount of damage unincorpo-
rated areas of Carteret County 
sustained doesn’t warrant a 
debris removal effort by the 
county. 

“The County has not been 
authorized and is not planning 

to pick up any debris,” Mr. 
Burns wrote, adding that resi-
dents should bring their own 
debris to a transfer station. 
“Additionally, the State has 
not been approved to pick up 
roadside debris either.” 

This news troubled county 
resident Susan Wilder, who 
lives Down East.

“While there may be sig-
nificantly less overall dam-
age than in Florence, there 
are still people throughout 
eastern Carteret with trees 
down, marsh grass, and other 
storm debris,” Ms. Wilder 
said. “And at the individual 
level, the impacts are no less 
great — a tree falling during 

Dorian doesn’t have any less 
impact than one that fell in 
Florence.” 

The county’s decision is 
in contrast to the aftermath of 
last year’s Hurricane Florence. 
The impact of Florence was 
such that county officials 

Crystal Coast Apartments resident Sterling Adams of Morehead City points out 
rot and decay from one of several places in his unit that sustained damage from 
Hurricane Dorian. (Dylan Ray photo)

Crews
begin
sweep 
in EI
Community
pitches in

Beach
project
put out
for bids
again

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE 
— Cleanup and recovery 
got underway Wednesday 
at Boardwalk RV Park, 
where a tornado destroyed 
or damaged many resi-
dences and several busi-
nesses off Islander Drive 
last week.

The town cleanup is 
expected to continue 
through at least Friday, 
according to Town 
Manager Matt Zapp.

Josh Edmondson, town 
planning director, said 
Thursday the town is 
clearing debris from pub-
lic right-of way-areas and 
it remains up to private 
property owners to handle 
their own debris removal.

The tornado struck 
Thursday morning as the 
community was prepar-
ing for Hurricane Dorian, 
which made landfall 
Friday at Cape Hatteras.

While some residents 
were in their trailers at the 
RV park when the tornado 
struck, officials reported 
no serious injuries.

Gov. Roy Cooper and 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — 
The county will have to 
re-advertise for bids for the 
planned fall beach nourish-
ment project, as only two 
bids were received and thus 
couldn’t be opened.

Greg Rudolph, manag-
er of the Carteret County 
Shore Protection Office, 
said in an email Tuesday 
that the meeting to open 
the bids, which was to have 
been in Emerald Isle, was 
instead held in the Raleigh 
office of Moffatt & Nichol, 
the county’s beach engi-
neering firm. It was relo-
cated as a precautionary 
measure when Hurricane 
Dorian was approaching.

The project is to include 
western Atlantic Beach, 
Pine Knoll Shores, a small, 
state-owned portion of 
Salter Path and a portion of 
western Emerald Isle.

“Unfortunately we 
received two bids, Weeks 
Marine and Great Lakes 
Dredge & Dock, and 

Thisstoryispartof
anongoinganniver-
saryseriesonHurricane
Florence,whichstruckin
September2018,andthe
storm’slingeringeffects
onCarteretCountyand
itsresidents.

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— One year after Hurricane 
Florence caused widespread 
damage and forced some 
Crystal Coast Apartments 
tenants out of their homes for 
more than six months, resi-
dents now worry they may 
soon face a similar fate as a 
result of Hurricane Dorian.

Although Dorian caused 
relatively minor damage in 
Carteret County, especially 

compared to Hurricane 
Florence, some residents 
of the complex at 2109 
Mayberry Loop Road claim 
they have been informed 
they will have to vacate their 
apartments for repairs.  There 
has been no official written 
notice to vacate, however, 
and representatives from 
the complex and its parent 
company, Washington-based 
Cambridge Management 
Inc., did not respond to 
requests for comments on 
the matter.

Sterling Adams lives in 
the 300 block of Crystal 
Coast Apartments with his 
partner, two children and his 
disabled mother. He said his 
apartment experienced water 
infiltration due to part of 
the ceiling caving in during 
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