The News-Times is inside!

In today’s Tideland News ...

• Cape Carteret Trail on the ballot
• Classifieds, police reports, letters,
obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

Crystal Coast Choral Society still seeks funding for scholarships, Page 6
State Board of Elections warns against taking photos of ballots, Page 8
Queens Creek Elementary students share thoughts on breakfast, Page 10
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75¢
FOSL
plans
book
sale
The Swansboro
Friends of the
Swansboro Library will
host an outdoor book
sale on Saturday, Oct.
10, from 9 a.m. until 1
p.m.
The sale will take
place at the Swansboro
Branch Library.
Masks are required.
The book sale is
weather-dependent.
All proceeds from
the sale will benefit Swansboro Branch
Library programs.
Call the library at
(910) 326-4888 for
information.

Visitor Center
plans delayed
While the staffs of
Swansboro Town Hall
and Swansboro Parks and
Recreation Department
had planned to keep the
Swansboro Visitor Center
open as of Friday Oct. 1,
they ran into a snag.
Work to repair a large
section of the floor in the
building has turned out to
be extensive.
As a result, Paula Webb,
assistant town manager and
town clerk, said plans to be
at the center seven days a
week, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., for
visitirs will have to wait for
the repairs to be complete.
“We cannot man the
center until the floor is reinstalled, but the restroom
is fully functional and open
for use,” Webb said this
week.

WWII vet celebrates 100 years
Virginia Reavis of Hubert, a veteran of World War II who turned 100
years old on Tuesday, Oct. 6, celebrated the milestone at her home
on Saturday, Oct. 3, with dozens of
friends and family. In photo above,
Reavis, seated second from left, is
pictured with her children, grand-

Wetlands protection is studied
Town commissioners ask planners for recommendation
By Jimmy Williams
Following a presentation
from the Carolina Wetlands
Association, the Swansboro
Planning Board has its
marching orders: propose
town policy that will fall in
line with the town’s 2019
CAMA Land-Use Plan
and protect wetlands from
development.
In an address at a joint
meeting of the Swansboro
Board of Commissioners
and members of the planning board on Sept. 21,
association members
explained what wetlands
are, why they are important to the ecosystem and
offered scenarios in which
the town could at least
guide and encourage their
preservation. (See numerous related items.)

CWA Mission Statement
The Carolina Wetlands Association promotes the understanding, protection, restoration, and enjoyment of North
and South Carolina’s wetlands and associated ecosystems
through science-based programs, education, and advocacy.
“We’re here to learn,”
Mayor John Davis said
when he opened the Sept.
21 meeting. “We are all
here for the same purpose.”
He then summarized his
perception of the purpose
of the meeting. The goals
included education, defining wetlands, providing
direction for the planning
board in order to create
wetlands policy based
on the LUP, helping staff

understand its level of
participation, identifying
potential grant funding and
identifying areas of town
that need attention.
The meeting was in the
hybrid format, with some
participants in town hall
and some joining remotely
due to concerns over the
coronavirus pandemic.
In addition to Davis,
commission members
on hand included Larry

Swansboro
author honored
By Jimmy Williams

WEEKEND
WEATHER
There is a chance
of rain Saturday and
Sunday, with highs in the
mid-70s and lows in the
low-70s.
This week’s weather
picture is drawn by Bella
Cestaro, who is a student in Debi Constable’s
first grade class at
Sand Ridge Elementary
School.

children and great grandchildren.
In photo at left, young Emma Grace
Denny presents a birthday card to
her “Aunt Virginia.” Also pictured
are Emma’s mother Jessica Denny,
right, and Reavis’s daughter-in-law
Lesley Reavis. (Samantha Palacio
photos)

Dave Brown of Swansboro, a retired
USMC lieutenant colonel, has been honored for his writing.
He received a silver medal for his
book, “The Pound: Devil Dogs War in
Nicaragua,” from the Military Writers
Society of America.
Brown said the award is dated Sept.
19, the same day as a personal note from
Gen. Al Gray, USMC retired, lauding him
for another of his books, his most recent,
“Devil’s Den: Marines War in Lebanon
1983.”
“Sept. 19, 2020, will remain a fine
day to remember for this old codger,”
Brown said in an email, “a note from
Gen. Al Gray, 29th commandant, about
‘Devil’s Den’ and a silver award for ‘The
Pound’ from the Military Writers Society
of America.”
“The Pound” was written in 2018 and
is Brown’s third novel.
Brown’s new book, “Devil’s Den:
Marines War in Lebanon 1983,” is his
fourth, It is published by Xlibris. It is a
story about a group of Marines and sailors from the 1st Battalion, 8th Marines
sent to the Middle East to assume a
peacekeeping mission they had not prepared for and did not understand, according to information from the publisher.
They were sent by a reluctant commander

Philpott and Pat Turner.
Commissioners Laurent
Meilleur, P.J. Pugliese
and Frank Tursi joined
remotely.
Planning board members in attendance included
Bradley Buckley, Scott
Chadwick, Jeff Conaway,
Mike Favata, Ed McHale,
David Mohr and Christina
Ramsey.
Rick Savage and Chad
Guthrie of the Carolina

Wetlands Association’s
“Swansboro Team” joined
remotely. Savage joined
while on vacation and
Guthrie was at home as he
said he was experiencing
“health issues.”
The CWA’s David
Shouse, who attended the
meeting along with Norton
Webster, introduced the
team saying, “Many of us
are scientists, some are
not.” He explained that the
CWA, while in close contact with state and federal
agencies, is also assisted by
higher education in achieving its goals for wetlands.
“It is really nice to tap
into the educational institutions to see what’s worked
in other states,” he said.
Webster then offered
(See STUDY, page )

Commentary
Perfection
not possible
in politics,
time to vote
… the idea that putting a
businessman instead of a
Perfection in politics
politician as POTUS would
will never happen, or even
get rid of grime and purge
come close. I compare it to America of all things ugly.
a smudged mirror. Mirrors
To those people I ask,
don’t look nice with smudg- “How is that working out
es so we’ll wipe them away for you?”
and polish until the smears
In my mind, many
are gone. The result is a
people were intimidated by
shiny mirror. The problem
the prospect of a woman
is, even if the mirror was
president in 2016. Some
much improved by cleanalso just plain didn’t like
ing, it’s not long before
the Democratic candidate,
smudges reappear.
Hillary Clinton, although
The 2016 election was
she did win the popular
an attempt to “clean the
vote. I still believe the elecmirror”. Why there was
tion of Donald Trump was
suddenly an urgent movea fluke: a huge mistake,
ment to polish off the politi- maybe the result of foreign
cal dirt in this country, I
interference.
will never understand. After
And there’s the Electoral
all, dirty politics is not
College, which should
something new. Millions
(See TIME, page )
of people fell for an idea
By Carol Hartsoe

Dave Brown
in chief who did not wish to get any of
his Marines and sailors involved with
“Middle East intra-murals.” After they
(See AWARD, page )
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