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POLL
QUESTION

What are your  thoughts on 
Big Tech censorship? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?
RALEIGH

MOREHEAD CITY

A pedestrian was killed Tues-
day evening after being struck 
by a vehicle as he walked 
Highway 24.

A press release from the town 
of Morehead City states police 
are investigating the crash, 
which occurred around 6:15 
p.m. and killed 79-year-old Chi 
Hong Hom who lived nearby.

The Morehead City Police 
Department said Mr. Hom was 
walking along Highway 24 
near the west end of Walmart 
when he was struck by a 2015 
GMC crossover vehicle.

Mr. Hom had picked up din-
ner from McDonald’s and was 
walking home as night began 
to fall, the release states.

“Investigators say Hom was 
wearing dark clothing,” the re-
lease adds. “No charges have 
been fi led against the 68-year-
old man who hit Hom. Police 
say the driver had no signs of 
impairment.”

Mr. Hom, according to the re-
lease, lived with his son just down 
the road from the Walmart.

The investigation is ongoing. 

Pedestrian struck and 
killed in Morehead 
City Tuesday evening

MOREHEAD CITY

Calvin Webster, Newport
Bobby Guthrie Sr., Harkers Island
Fannie Butler, Morehead City
Elizabeth Baker, Jacksonville
Clayburn Murphy, Stacy
Larry Melkonian Sr., Havelock
Joan Stanley, Morehead City
Jan Dixon, Beaufort
Dorothy Baldree, Newport 
Vladimir Damjanovic, Morehead City
Troy McKenzie, Beaufort

Laura Bodsford, Kernersville 
Sara Dudley, Beaufort
Ann Hauman, Beaufort
Macon Garner, Newport
Catherine Wunsch, Newport 
Miriam Godwin, Germantown
Robert Willis, Davis
Chi Hong Hom, Morehead City
Kurtis Lutz Jr., Bettie
Doris Boone, Marshallberg
Millie Allen, Swansboro 

See REZONING Page 4A

This site plan for a proposed development on Highway 24 shows the property split in two, half for a Starling Ma-
rine facility, and the other half for an independent senior living community. (Contributed graphic)

County adds 20 more 
COVID-19 cases Thursday

Carteret County health of-
fi cials reported 20 additional 
COVID-19 cases were con-
fi rmed Thursday, bringing the 
overall total number of cases 
identifi ed in the county up to 
4,283 since the onset of the 
pandemic last March.    

Of the total, offi cials report 
as of Thursday 159 cases 
are considered active, up 18 
from Wednesday, while 4,081 
people have recovered from 
the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus. The county’s 
death toll stands at 43. 

COVID-related hospitaliza-
tions at Carteret Health Care 
dropped to fi ve Thursday, down 
from nine hospitalizations re-
ported Wednesday. 

On Wednesday, county offi -
cials reported they had discov-
ered an error in the case data 
that resulted in the number of 
recovered cases that day to be 
lower than the previous day. 

“We hope you will under-
stand that the calculation of 
these numbers is complex 
as we draw them down from 
numerous places and have 
to do manual calculations,” 
Consolidated Human Services 
Director Cindy Holman told the 
News-Times when asked about 
the discrepancy. 
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Despite opposition from 
numerous property owners in 
Spooners Creek and other nearby 
neighborhoods, the Morehead 
City Planning Board gave its 
recommendation of approval for a 
rezoning request that could even-
tually lead to the development of 
a marine retailer and an indepen-
dent senior living community.

The planning board met 
via Zoom Tuesday evening to 
consider the conditional rezon-
ing request for 301 Highway 24, 
submitted by Bryan Starling on 
behalf of the current property 
owner, Mary Lynn Osteen. The 
request, to change the zoning of 
the roughly 23-acre parcel from 
single-family residential district 
to commercial and multi-fam-
ily residential districts, was the 
board’s only item of business 
Tuesday, but it sparked an exten-
sive discussion on the potential 
effects of the proposed develop-
ments.

Specifi cally, Mr. Starling is 
requesting the rezoning so he 
can expand his marine wholesale 
company, Starling Marine, on half 

Planning board recommends N.C. 24 rezoning request
StarlingMarine,
independentliving
facilitiesgivenapproval
movingforward

of the property. The other half 
would be developed by Ridge 
Care Senior Living, a regional 
company which is proposing 
construction of an independent 
senior living community with 
around 70 units. 

“We feel it is very important 
to invest in our community and 
help support all aspects of our 
great town. We also feel it is im-
portant to invest in our business 
... and always look for ways to 
improve our experience for our 
customers,” Mr. Starling said 
Tuesday. “The piece of property 

we are here tonight to discuss 
does both.” 

The rezoning request was 
originally submitted in No-
vember, but before it got to the 
planning board, Mr. Starling 
requested it be postponed due 
to signifi cant pushback from 
neighbors, many of whom live 
in Spooners Creek and other 
nearby areas. The review was 
moved to December, at which 
point Mr. Starling withdrew it 
altogether.

In response to the outcry, Mr. 
Starling said he held several 

community meetings to help 
raise awareness about the proj-
ect, and he also set up a website 
with detailed information and 
visuals, including architect’s 
renderings and site plans. When 
he submitted the request again 
in February, it was as a condi-
tional rezoning, which allows 
the applicant and city staff to 
add conditions tied to the prop-
erty as part of the rezoning. 

“We have submitted a plan 
for consideration that is trans-
parent and clear, a plan that has 

Walmart
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RALEIGH — Carteret Coun-
ty was added to a bill making 
its way through the N.C. House 
of Representatives that would 
allow local governments to post 
public notices to their websites 
instead of publishing them in the 
newspaper.

House Bill 51, along with a 
similar measure, House Bill 35, 
passed the N.C. House Judiciary 
IV Committee on a voice vote 
Tuesday. Current statutes require 
county and municipal govern-
ments to publish legal notices, 
like public hearings, in newspa-
pers, but the legislation seeks to 
change that requirement. 

The Insider news service 
reports backers of the measures, 
versions of which have surfaced 
often over the past decade, say 
the switch could help cash-
strapped local governments 

cut advertising costs. The N.C. 
Association of County Commis-
sioners, which made the public 
notice change a legislative goal 
for 2021-22, spoke in favor of 
the bills Tuesday, according to 
The Associated Press.

Newspapers, led by the N.C. 
Press Association, oppose the 
legislation. Washington Daily 
News publisher Ashely Vansant 
said if publishing notices in 
newspapers becomes optional, 
local government offi cials could 
“can dangle that like a carrot 
if they’re not happy with the 
coverage or stance of the news-
paper.”

The Carteret County News-
Times is a member of the NCPA.

Only about a dozen counties 
are included on each bill so they 
meet the 14-county threshold 
to be considered “local” bills, 
which Gov. Roy Cooper cannot 
veto. H.B. 51, the “eastern coun-

ties” public notices bill, includes 
Carteret, Beaufort, Bertie, Cam-
den, Chowan, Craven, Gates, 
Harnett, Hertford, Pasquotank, 
Perquimans, Tyrell and Wash-
ington. 

Carteret County Rep. Pat 
McElraft, a Republican who also 
represents Jones County, told the 
News-Times she was receiving 
“huge pressure” from Carteret 
County commissioners to add 
the county to the bill but said 
she did not support the legisla-
tion because she felt it was not 
“public friendly.” 

However, in followup mes-
sages sent Tuesday, Rep. McEl-
raft said while she still didn’t 
agree with it, “I said I would not 
fi ght it.”

Carteret County Man-
ager Tommy Burns, however, 
claimed Rep. McElraft did 
support the bill, pointing out 
the fact that Carteret County 

wouldn’t have been included 
otherwise, and said it had been 
a legislative goal of hers and the 
Carteret County Board of Com-
missioners for several years. 

In September 2020, the board 
of commissioners adopted the 
change in public notices as part 
of its legislative priorities for 
2021-22, which were passed on 
to the NCACC. The list of leg-
islative priorities was included 
on the consent agenda for the 
meeting in September, and com-
missioners did not publically 
discuss their reason for endors-
ing the change. Further requests 
for comments from commission-
ers about the legislation were 
not returned.

H.B. 35 and H.B. 51 will 
need to clear three more House 
committees before reaching 
the House fl oor. The bills also 
require Senate approval.

Measuretomovepublicnoticestogovernmentwebsites
passesfirstcommitteevotewithCarteretCountyincluded

Two local bills that would allow governments to advertise public notices on their own websites, rather than newspapers, have passed an initial committee 
vote. One of the bills, House Bill 51, includes Carteret County. (Jackie Starkey photo)
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