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GRADUATION SPIRIT
County high schools hold commencement exercises

WCHS seniors
ready for change

Mishell Regil-Perez is all smiles as she and the rest of the 
West Carteret High School Singers prepare to sing “Friends” at 
the graduation ceremony. (J.J. Smith photo)

East Carteret High School seniors enjoy a fun moment in 
the homeroom hall Friday before the start of commencement 
exercises. (Dylan Ray photo)

Croatan High School seniors Zack Burleson, being held,  
Matthew Morton, left, and Chris Rippeth, right, pose for a photo 
Friday before graduation exercises. (Cheryl Burke photo)

After public input, panel leans
toward flounder harvest reduction

Commercial fisherman Randy King, bottom, speaks to Marine Fisheries commissioners, from 
left, Brad Koury, Chuck Laughridge and Rob Bizzell Thursday during a special meeting at the 
Beaufort Hotel concerning flounder fishery closures. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — State fish-
eries managers plan to reduce 
the harvest of southern flounder 
– commercial and recreational – 
by 62-72% to address problems 
with the spawning stock. 

The N.C. Marine Fisheries 
Commission met for a spe-
cial meeting Thursday at the 
Beaufort Hotel on Lennoxville 
Road in Beaufort. 

The commission met to select 
preferred management options 
for Southern Flounder Fishery 
Management Plan Amendment 
2, which is being created to 
rebuild the southern flounder 
spawning stock and address the 
status of the stock. Public com-
ments, both at Thursday’s meet-

ing and prior, were mixed, with 
some opposed to the proposed 
amendment, some in support 
and one or two speakers who 
seemed neutral. 

Despite this, the commission 
approved 5-4 selecting as its 
preferred management options 
the options recommended 
by N.C. Division of Marine 
Fisheries and N.C. Department 
of Environmental Quality staff. 

The amendment now goes to 
the DEQ secretary for review 
and comment. The amendment 
will come back to the MFC 
for during its regular meeting 
Wednesday- Friday, Aug. 21-23 
in Raleigh. The commission may 
take action on final approval for 
the amendment at that time. 

The amendment is proposed 

to meet statutory requirements 
to achieve a sustainable harvest 
in the southern flounder fishery, 
to end overfishing (when fish 
are being harvested beyond a 
sustainable threshold) by 2021 
and rebuilt the spawning stock 
by 2028. To achieve this, DMF 
southern flounder species lead 
Michael Loeffler said the DMF 
and DEQ jointly recommend 
the following management mea-
sures: 
� Establish seasonal closures 
this year by area for the com-
mercial and recreational floun-
der fisheries to reduce the har-
vest by 62%. 
� Establish seasonal clo-
sures by areas in 2020 for the 

See Flounder / Page 5A

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — It was 
a happy and, for some, a tearful 
occasion Friday evening as West 
Carteret High School’s Class of 
2019 entered the gymnasium for 
its final act as part of the student 
body: graduation. 

About 275 graduating seniors 
entered the packed room to 
the processional “Pomp and 
Circumstance,” performed by the 
symphonic band as family mem-
bers and friends cheered on their 
loved ones. 

Associated Student Body 
President William Stone Watson 
kicked off the night with the first 
speech, welcoming friends, family 
and guests to the occasion.

Mr. Watson said it was an honor 

serving as the student body presi-
dent and mentioned his classmates 
should be proud of all of their 
accomplishments during their four 
years in the school’s halls.

“All of the moms, and even 
some of the dads, get your tissues 
out because it’s going to be a long 
night,” he said as he addressed the 
happy crowd.

Parents and family members 
had a lot to be proud of, indeed.

Principal Joe Poletti recognized 
the students who received special 
achievements, ranging from the 
Character Academic Achievement 
Award, the class honor stole 
recipients, the N.C. Academic 
Scholar, the President’s Award for 
Educational Excellence and the 

See WCHS / Page 4A

Despite storm, 
CHS graduates 212

East’s new alums
look to future

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Around 137 
graduates turned their tassels 
Friday evening when the Class of 
2019 bid farewell to East Carteret 
High School.  

Despite the muggy tempera-
tures and rainy conditions, fami-
lies were out in force, almost 
completely filling the stands 
of the ECHS gymnasium for 
Friday’s ceremony. 

This year’s graduation pro-
ceedings were a bit different from 
past years. While past classes 
identified valedictorians and salu-
tatorians, this year school staff 
opted to identify top students as 
summa cum laude, magna cum 
laude and cum laude. 

Summa cum laude are those 

students with a grade point aver-
age of 4.5 or greater, magna cum 
laude are students with GPAs of 
4.4, while cum laude have GPAs 
of 4.3. It’s a system that is popu-
lar in college graduations. All 
three of the county’s high schools 
chose to use this system for the 
current academic school year. 

At the ceremony, the students 
were identifiable by the color of 
their graduating garbs. Students 
wearing gold were summa cum 
laude, silver were magna cum 
laude and white were cum laude.

This year, Peyton Heath 
Lindogan, Jared Lee Willey, 
Cameron Michael Walton and 
Evelyn Hall West were each 
named suma cum laude. Aidan 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

OCEAN — Each graduat-
ing class seems to leave its own 
unique mark.

For Croatan High School 2019 
graduates, one of those marks was 
overcoming Hurricane Florence, 
which flooded the school and left 
students out of class for 15 days. 
The flooding ruined the school’s 
gym floor, which had to be totally 
replaced.

The bonds forged by the CHS 
Class of 2019 through tough 
times will always be remembered 
thanks to a unique gift presented 
to each one during Friday night 
commencement exercises in the 
gym.

Principal Kay Zimarino 
surprised each of them with a 

memento to remind them of the 
resilience and perseverance they 
displayed through Hurricane 
Florence. Each graduate received 
a small plaque created out of 
the school’s original gym floor. 
Engraved on the wood was 
“Croatan High School Class of 
2019.”

The birch wood plaques were 
hidden under each graduate’s seat. 
During her speech, Ms. Zimarino 
invited students to reach under 
their seats and open the bags that 
contained them.

“May it always bring you good 
memories of the time you spent 
here and serve as a reminder of 
the timeless bond you’ll always 
have to Croatan and to each other 

See ECHS / Page 5ASee CHS / Page 4A
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