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No family has had a bigger impact on 

county basketball over the last decade 
than the Williams quartet of brothers and 
their parents.
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Mitchell Anderson, Hubert
Pauline Harrell, Trent Woods
George Putney, Swansboro
Nellie Gray, Snow Hill
Ira Lewis, Harkers Island
Wilbur Graves Jr., Havelock
Barbara H. Davis, Roswell, Ga.
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Reval shows tax base growth despite storms
BY DEAN-PAUL 

STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Carteret 
County’s assessed real tax 
value has grown by about $3 
billion since the start of the 
2015 calendar year. 

This is according to 
County Tax Administrator 
Sarah Davis, who presented 
preliminary details of her 
department’s study to coun-

ty commissioners at their 
Monday regular session at 
the administrative building 
in Beaufort.

Ms. Davis told the News-
Times later in the week the 
figures are still prelimi-
nary following a mistake 
the department discovered 
Tuesday.  

At Monday’s meeting she 
emphasized the growth the 
county is experiencing. 

“Every year we go out 
and we pick up those new 
construction permits,” Ms. 
Davis said, comparing the 
respective 2015 and 2020 
assessed real values of $16 
billion and $19 billion. “So 
from 2015 to the (2020 
revaluation), we grew 1.85 
percent. That’s probably not 
as high as normal, but we 
had Hurricane (Florence) 
… so you had some values 

come down due to storm 
damage, then you had some 
values go up due to new 
construction.”  

Both the $16 billion and 
$19 billion figures include 
property that is tax exempt.  

“We don’t collect taxes 
on properties like the 
courthouse, churches and 
schools,” Ms. Davis said. 
“That’s included in your 
assessed value, but if you 

are looking at it for budget-
ary purposes you’re going to 
want to look at your taxable 
real value.” 

Taxable real value has also 
seen an upswing, according 
to Ms. Davis. In 2015, tax-
able property totaled around 
$13 billion, which grew to 
$13.5 billion at the 2020 
revaluation.

“Going into the 2020 
budget season, we are look-

ing at about $15.6 billion,” 
Ms. Davis said. 

The figures presented 
Monday stem from the tax 
office’s revaluation efforts, 
which were postponed for 
a year due to the Hurricane 
Florence. The values went 
into effect Jan. 1. 

“The previous revalua-
tion was Jan. 1, 2015,” Ms. 
Davis said. “We’re normally 

See Reval / Page 4A

Lewis, HI
icon, dies
at 101

County 
looks 
to dredge
channel

BY JACKIE STARKEY
MEGAN SOULT

NEWS-TIMES

HARKERS ISLAND — Chief Ira 
Lewis, Harkers Island’s oldest resident 
and the state’s oldest U.S. Coast Guard 
member, died Thursday at the age of 101.

His funeral service is set 
for 2 p.m. Sunday at Free 
Grace Wesleyan Church 
on Harkers Island with 
Pastor Curtis W. Going and 
Pastor Clint Nelson offici-
ating.  Burial with military 
honors will follow at the 
Lewis family cemetery on 
Harkers Island.

A full obituary for Chief 
Lewis can be found on 
Page 3A. 

He was hailed Thursday night as a 

BY BRAD RICH
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CAPE CARTERET —The Old Ferry 
Channel in Bogue Sound from Cape 
Carteret to Emerald Isle appears likely to 
get dredged by this fall, for the first time 
in decades.

The project, which the county has been 
working on for a couple of years, is also to 
include Deer Creek in Cape Carteret.

In an email Tuesday, Greg Rudolph, 
manager of the Carteret County Shore 
Protection Office, said it will take about 75 
days to get permits for the project once all 
adjacent property owners have been noti-
fied by mail, a process that’s ongoing.

“But that is going to put us awfully 
See Dredge / Page 5A

See Lewis / Page 5A

LEWIS

Armentine Banks, Wilmington
Moses Williams, Newport
Elizabeth Gratz, Morehead City
Tia Murrell, Beaufort
Sandra Malone Beaufort
Mary Locklear, Havelock
Dylan Mayer, Morehead City

Evelyn McLoughlin, Emerald Isle

Kate McNally, left, owner and operator of Live Oak Botanicals based on Ocracoke, fetches a product for customer 
Kashina Glover, right, of Havelock during the 2020 Carolina Chocolate Festival at the Crystal Coast Civic Center in 
Morehead City. (Dylan Ray photo)

Savannah Garner of Cape Carteret dives into a candy-sprinkled cupcake Saturday 
from Frosted Bakery in Swansboro during the Carolina Chocolate Festival at the 
Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead City. (Dylan Ray photo)

See Chocolate / Page 4A

BY MEGAN SOULT
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MOREHEAD CITY — Decadent 
sweet treats were around every corner, 
samples were set on the tables and choco-
late intrigued the tastebuds of participants 
of this year’s Carolina Chocolate Festival.

The Crystal Coast Civic Center rivaled 
the famous Willy Wonka Chocolate Factory 
Saturday as vendors from near and far piled 
into the showroom to share their goods.

Among the vendors was Sue Baptiste 
with Seaside Sweets & Treasures.

Ms. Baptiste set up shop in her Newport 
home and said she has been creating choco-
late for many years, including the wide 
variety she brought with her to the festi-
val.

The treats ranged from coconut, to dark 
chocolate and milk chocolates, raspberry 
jelly-filled chocolates, peanut butter cups, 
mint cream and more. She even carried 
sugar-free options sweetened with maltitol, 
which is often used as a sugar substitute. 

Ms. Baptiste said many of the flavors are 
homemade.

“I have secret recipes for all of them,” 
she said. “I’ve taken the recipe and modi-
fied it and experimented with it until I 
found something I liked.”

Ms. Baptiste has been making chocolate 
for 25 years and has participated in the 
Carolina Chocolate Festival for four.

“It’s for a good, charitable cause, and I 
love to be with the public,” she said. “It’s 
a great event.”

Each year the Carolina Chocolate 
Festival raises money for charities by host-
ing a weekend full of chocolate-themed 
events.

The festival includes fun activities for 
all ages, such as a Pro/Am Baking Contest, 
a 5K race, pudding eating contests, raffles, 

face painting, a chocolate spa and more.
This year’s beneficiaries are Second 

Blessings Outreach Ministries, Coastal 
Community Action, Student Bridge 
Ministries and Bread & Barley.

Second Blessings Director Bob Lowery 
has been involved with the Carolina 
Chocolate Festival for years. He said the 
Saturday crowd gets bigger as the day goes 
on and everyone loves to see the vendors 
participating to help charities, much like 
his own organization.

Another vendor set up was That’s Good 
Chocolate from Rolesville.

Chocolatier Mary Rountree said the 

name for the company started out as a 
joke.

“When people taste it, they say, ‘Oh, 
that’s good chocolate,’ so that’s why we 
named it that,” she said.

Her chocolate treats varied from the tra-
ditional milk and dark chocolate varieties 
to vegan and gluten-free options, such as 
the vegan cranberry coconut bark and the 
gluten-free flourless chocolate truffle.

Ms. Rountree, a retired registered nurse, 
said there were many reasons she decided to 
include the vegan and gluten-free options.

Festival sweetens weekend 
for vendors, chocolate lovers

INSIDE TODAY: 
Learn more about the candidates 
in the Republican primary for the 

Carteret County Board of Education’s 
District 4 seat on Pages 6-7A.
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