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BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret Community College 
President Dr. John Hauser announced 
his resignation Thursday, effective 
Friday, May 8, to take a position as 
president of Gaston College in Dal-
las, N.C.

The announcement comes on the 
heels of the State Board of Commu-
nity Colleges approving his appoint-
ment as Gaston College president, 

Seafood workers adjust 
to restrictions
BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

With restaurants in North 
Carolina closed to dining in and 
fishing charters losing reserva-
tions, commercial fishing is feel-
ing the effects of the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper issued an 
See Seafood / Page 12A

See College / Page 12A

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County offi cials confi rmed 
the county’s second case of COVID-19 
late Friday, as cases across the state 
continue to rise.

The fi rst local case, identifi ed Friday 
afternoon, stemmed from international 
travel, accord-
ing to offi cials. 
The second con-
fi rmation was 
received Friday 
by a local health 
care provider. 

Both people are in isolation at 
home, and the county has said they will 
release no further personal information 
about them. 

“Given the spread of COVID-19 
across North Carolina, we are not 
surprised to receive another COVID-
19 case,” Carteret County Health 
Director Stephanie Cannon said in 
Friday night’s release. “We continue to 
recommend everyone practice social 
distancing and employ preventive mea-
sures to reduce the spread of illness in 
Carteret County.”

Friday morning, North Carolina 
health offi cials had confi rmed 137 cas-
es with 3,233 tests completed. That sta-
tistic jumped as of Saturday morning 
with the state reporting 184 confi rmed 
cases and 5,276 tests completed.  

The N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services reported those cases 
were among the 15,219 in the nation, 

BY DENNIS THOMASON
NEWS-TIMES

In times of crisis, such as 
the one people worldwide are 
experiencing with the spread 
of the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19), the need for lev-
ity is the order of the day.

That’s the attitude displayed 
at many county restaurants 
after being forced to close 
their doors to inside dining, 
although takeout, delivery and 
curbside service with restric-
tions are allowed. Some busi-
nesses, however, have closed 
their doors altogether until the 
crisis has lessened enough to 
allow people to gather without 
restrictions. 

For now, that number 
for events is capped at 100, 
although no more than 50 is 
encouraged by Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

As for restaurant shut-
downs, despite the allowance 
of takeout, delivery and some 
curbside dining, businesses are 
hurting, not only in deciding 
how long to continue this lim-
ited form of business, but also 
in what to do with employees. 
One restaurant owner made 
no bones about he and wife’s 
concern.

Joey and Heather Cooper 
have owned the Captain’s 
Table in Morehead City for six 
years. After coming outside 
to ask why photos were being 
taken of their sign overlooking 
Arendell Street, Joey opened 
up, seeming anxious to voice 
his concerns so others could 
learn of the conundrum restau-

rant owners now face. 
“When we bought the busi-

ness, it came with 80 percent 
of the staff, and they had been 
together for a long time,” he 
said. “It hurts to see our 84-
seating capacity go to zero. 
This doesn’t just affect my life, 
my wife’s and our four kids, 
but it’s killing my employees 
who are really like family. 
They show up for work look-
ing hopeful.”

And it’s not just employees 
who look hopeful but potential 
clientele passing by on busy 
Arendell Street.

“We’re right here at the 
intersection of Arendell and 
Friendly Road,” Joey ex-
plained, looking toward the 
traffi c. “We see all the cars go-
ing by, but now people are just 
driving by and not stopping 
anymore. I see the hopefulness 
just vanish from their faces as 
they look sad and lost, and it 
kills me knowing that there is 
nothing that we can do. There 
is no answer to give them, 
there is no table to send them 
to. They’ve even been stopping 
by on their days off just to look 
around, because this is strange, 
and we are defi nitely not used 
to this.”

Two such customers from 
Newport, however, do still stop 
by on a regular basis. James 
Sykes, 70, and Ted Taylor, 75, 
each moved to Carteret County 
when they were 8 years old. 
They’ve been patronizing 
the Captain’s Table as long-
time friends for 40 years. 
And on Thursday, they were 

James Sykes, 70, seated left, and Ted Taylor, 75, of Newport each moved to 
Carteret County when they were 8 years old. They’ve been patronizing the 
Captain’s Table as longtime buds for 40 years. (Dennis Thomason photo)

Captain’s Table owners serve curbside, 
try to bring levity during shutdowns 

Joey and Heather Cooper fl ank their 
sign overlooking Arendell Street, be-
ing hopeful that the coronavirus crisis 
soon abates, allowing them and other 
restaurants a return to normalcy. 
(Dennis Thomason photo)

‘Honestly, I can’t tell 
you who is right and 
who is wrong. But I can 
tell you this … it’s so 
sad. I know so many 
people losing their jobs 
or just holding on to a 
job that’s already lost. 
We need help, and we 
need answers. Stay 
strong Carteret County, 
love each other and 
God bless us all!’

— Joey Cooper
Captain’s Table co-owner

seated opposite one another 
at a curbside table enjoying a 
sunny day while chatting with 
Joey and Heather, as well as 
other patrons who periodically 
stop by, seeming anxious for a 
return to normalcy.

“This place was one of only 
two restaurants that was open 
during Hurricane Florence,” 
one such patron said while 
walking by sipping a beverage.

In addition to his long 
friendship with Sykes, Taylor, 
a native of Nantahala in the 
Smokey Mountains, also has a 
40-year span during his adult 
life that was split down the 
middle between working 20 
of those years driving trucks 
cross country and the other 
20 at Cherry Point until he 
retired. But he was not done 
working and took a job as a 
security offi cer at the Carteret 

County Courthouse.
Sykes, 70, a native of Savan-

nah, Ga., also has a driving 
record, but not one with tickets 
attached to it, rather a spotless 
one while wheeling a Trailways 
Bus and later with Connor 
Mobile Homes.

As his wife served the two 
longtime buddies, Joey mingled 
with a few takeout customers, 
everybody being mindful of 
keeping their distance. Only 
fi st and elbow bumps were 
exchanged.

“I know it’s not our fault 
or my employees’ fault,” Joey 
said later. “Heck, it’s not the 
customers’ fault either. We are 
all in this together, living life 
in the unknown and for who 
knows how long. I’m grate-
ful that we are still allowed 

For a list or restaurants offering takeout locally:
www.carolinacoastonline.com/carolina_coast_online/article_802624b2-6b85-11ea-8cf6-f31c42dd29e9.html

Get the full story at 
carolinacoastonline.

com.
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