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T deland News

Swansboro Friends of the 
Library will host a BINGO 
fundraiser at St. Peter’s by-
the-Sea Episcopal Church on 
Feb. 21.

Tickets are $15 per person 
or $25 per couple. No more 
than 70 tickets will be sold.

Included in the price are 
two BINGO cards, light hors 
d’oeuvres and refreshments.  
Additional BINGO cards are 
available for sale, two for $1.

Refreshments will be 
served at 6:30 p.m. and seat-
ing begins at 7 p.m.

The friends help sup-
port programs for children 
and adults at the Swansboro 
Branch Library.

Tickets are available from 
members of the friends and 
at the library. For information 
call (910) 750-4157.

Limited 

entry 

BINGO

By Conchita Padrick

We lived in a small town nestled on a hill 
beside the White Oak River – Swansboro.

My parents owned a farm located a few 
miles from town and each year they cultivated a 
vegetable garden on the farm. There were many 
trips to tend it and one of those trips became an 
amusing experience.

It was a warm Saturday afternoon when my 
parents began to load the car with the tools we 
would need to work the garden.

Automobiles were not air-conditioned in 
the early 1940s so Dad had rolled the windows 
down. He proceeded to arrange the hoes and 
rakes in the family car with the long handles 
extending out of one window. The car was not 
a new one but Dad took special care not to soil 
the interior with the tools.

My sister and I scrambled onto the back 
seat. My mother sat on the front seat beside 
Dad with several baskets placed at her feet.

Dad made his last survey of the loaded car 
to be sure everything was secured. He started 
the car and backed out of the driveway. We 
were on our way to the farm.

My sister, Mary Lee, and I liked to go on 
this trip because we got to sample tomatoes, 
carrots and even strawberries. Mary Lee would 
pick a plump tomato and eat it as if it were an 

Conchita Padrick: 

trip to the garden
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Weekend Weather
Saturday’s weather will 

be rainy but Sunday looks 
clear. High temperatures 
will be in the upper-50s 
and lows will be in the 
upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Arabella Wiley, a student 
in Gina Boyer’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.

By Rob Schofield

There’s an old maxim 
in American politics, usu-
ally attributed to former U.S. 
Senator and Nixon admin-
istration cabinet secretary 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
that “Everyone is entitled to 
their own opinion, but not to 
their own facts.” Would that 
Moynihan were still alive today 
so that he could direct a remind-
er of this simple truth toward 
North Carolina Senate President 
Pro Tem Phil Berger.

Berger, as you are no doubt 
aware, has embraced the role of 
a kind of 21st century “Senator 
‘No’” who tries to place himself 
squarely in the way of societal 

progress on issue after issue. 
Recently, in an apparent effort 
to further cement this moniker, 
Berger (or, presumably, his 
staff – and maybe even a junior 
intern judging by the quality 
of the claims) took to Twitter 
to rehash several tired and 
long discredited claims about 
the increasingly popular and 
bipartisan idea of expanding 
Medicaid in North Carolina.

According to Senator 
Berger, “Obamacare Medicaid 
expansion” is “wrong for North 
Carolina” for six reasons:

• It will harm current 
Medicaid enrollees by forcing 
them to “compete” for care 

In the Tideland ...
PAWS Wildlife Gala planned for March 2, Page 5

See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7
Swansboro is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 12

Library 

fundraiser

Peletier First Missionary 
Baptist Church has invited 
members of the Western 
Carteret Fire and EMS depart-
ment, and their families, to an 
Italian-themed dinner.

Dinner will be served at 6 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 23.

Lib Sawyer, a church mem-
ber, said the church wants to 
honor first responders.

“They live and work among 
us and we recognize them as 
being so important only in an 
emergency or when we need 
their help,” she said “We want 
them to know they are highly 
regarded and we are so very 
thankful for them,” she added.

Dinner will be served in the 
fellowship hall of the church at 
1300 Highway 58 in Peletier.

For information call (252) 
393-1455.

WCFD members 

get dinner invite

(See DEAL, page �)
(See TRIP, page �)

The Salty Cook

apple. I would look for a ripe strawberry, one 
that would take at least two bites.

Conchita Padrick

Staff from the Nature Conservancy joined Hammocks Beach State Park staff in 
conducting a controlled burn on park property on Saturday, Feb. 9. The burn tar-
geted underbrush over approximately 143 acres on the mainland. (Rulon photos)

Park property cleared by fire

By Jimmy Williams

The short take-away when it comes 
to amendments proposed for the 
Swansboro sign ordinance: there will be 
a fee for temporary signs; there will be 
no feather flags, no off-premises signs 
and no rules on vehicle signs. These 
rules are included in the oridinace pro-
posal town commissioners will consider 
at their Feb. 26 meeting

Swansboro Planning Board has 
revised its rewriting of text amendments 
for the town sign ordinance. But little 
has changed from the original recom-
mendation that was put off by the com-
missioners in May 2018.

“I think overall, I tried to meet the 

(commissioners’) requests,” Andrea 
Correll, town planner, told the planning 
board members on hand for the Feb. 4 
planning board meeting. She ran through 
background on the ordinance, primarily 
for the benefit of the members who have 
not put in as much time on the rewrite as 
others may have.

Of the four members on hand 
– Chairman Ralph Kohlmann, Laurent 
Meilleur, Christina Ramsey and Brad 
Vinson – half have joined the advisory 
panel subsequent to the crafting of the 
original amendment proposal in 2017. 
The process of improving the ordinance, 
as it relates to temporary or appurtenant 
signs, has been going on for more than 
two years.

This latest look at the ordinance 
followed a joint meeting on Jan. 17 
between the town commissioners and 
the planning board during which a few 
concerns were identified. The result 
was that the planning board went into 
its Feb. 4 meeting to address those con-
cerns.

Correll explained the town’s current 
rules for temporary signage is difficult 
to enforce and there are areas of primary 
sign rules that need clarification.

When the ordinance underwent 
a large-scale revision in 2005, rules 
allowed commercial appurtenant signs 
for up to 45 days in a 12-month period. 
With businesses asking for these addi-
tional signs to be used on weekends or 

during holidays, enforcement is nearly 
impossible, according to Correll.

“It is too much to keep up with,” she 
said.

Ease of enforcement is a goal.
Types of secondary signs have also 

come under scrutiny, primarily the use 
of “feather flags,” banners that can be as 
tall as 10 or 12 feet.

During the joint meeting, planners 
and commissioners generally agreed, 
feather flags should not be allowed. In 
discussion on those types of signs, the 
elected and appointed officials were in 
general agreement that the flags were 
unsightly and distracting, possibly creat-

Planning board sets sign rules

(See SIGNS, page �)


