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Gliding Gives You Wings
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 8A

POLL
QUESTION

How long do you think 
it will take to decide the 
presidential election?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Susan Bratcher, Newport
Betty Weeks, Raleigh
Keith Kelley, Pine Knoll 
Shores
Mary Parmley, Newport
Sarah Gaskill, Beaufort

James Sessoms, Cape 
Carteret
Everett Lewis, Harkers Island
Mary Rossi, Mill Creek
Guylene Scharf, Harkers 
Island

CAPE CARTERET

MOREHEAD CITY

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

With Thanksgiving approaching, 
County Health Department Direc-
tor Stephanie Cannon is urging 
people to follow safety measures to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

“It’s really important for us to 
continue putting into practice the 
prevention measures we know 
can help slow the spread of this 
virus: Wearing a mask, waiting 6 
feet from others and washing our 
hands. As we enter the holiday 
season, we should double down on 
these efforts to ensure we keep our 
loved ones safe when we gather,” 
she said during the Consolidated 
Human Services Board meeting, 
held Monday via Zoom.

Ms. Cannon said she continues 
to be concerned about the rise in 
cases in the county, pointing out 
that the last week of October, 8.6% 
of residents tested were positive for 
COVID-19.

“This is the highest positivity rate 
we’ve had during the entire pan-
demic,” Ms. Cannon continued. 
“Five percent or lower positivity is 
our goal.”

As of Monday evening, county 
health offi cials reported 243 active 
cases in the county and the 16th 
COVID-19 death. The county has 
reported 1,506 total confi rmed 
cases, with 1,231 reportedly recov-
ered.

Ms. Cannon encouraged 
residents to get tested if they have 
COVID-like symptoms, have been 
in close contact to someone with 
COVID-19 or feel they may have 
been exposed to someone who has 
COVID-19.

Ms. Cannon said over the next 
couple of weeks her staff will fi nal-
ize a COVID-19 vaccine plan.

“What we know so far is doses 
will be limited initially, with health-
care workers, critical infrastructure 
and long-term care facilities (staff 
and residents) getting the vaccine 
fi rst,” she said.

She added that she doesn’t know 
what vaccines will be approved by 
the federal government or when 
they will arrive. She pointed out 
that Pfi zer announced Monday its 
vaccine could be up to 90% effec-
tive in preventing COVID-19, but 
clinical trials continue.

Ms. Cannon said those who 
want to see N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services guide-
lines regarding Thanksgiving can 
go to https://fi les.nc.gov/covid/
documents/guidance/NCDHHS-
Interim-Guidance-for-Thanksgiving.
pdf.

BEAUFORT BEAUFORT

See Delays  Page 4A
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The County Board of Edu-
cation honored two members 
who attended their last school 
board meeting Wednesday.

County Board of Educa-
tion Chairman John McLean 
presented Recognition of 
Service Awards to District 3 
representative Melissa Ehlers 
of Morehead City, who opted 
to not run for re-election after 
serving six years, and District 
2 representative Jake Godwin 
of Newport, who lost his 
bid for a second term during 
primary elections.

Republican Katie Statler 
of Newport will replace Mr. 
Godwin, and Republican 
Dennis Goodwin of More-
head City will replace Ms. 
Ehlers. Both will take their 
seats Tuesday, Dec. 3.

During the meeting in the 
school system’s central offi ce 
on Safrit Drive, Mr. McLean 
thanked Mr. Godwin and Ms. 
Ehlers for their dedication to 
the students and families of 
Carteret County.

“There’s not a bigger heart 
than yours on our board 
when it comes to working for 
our students,” Mr. McLean 
said to Mr. Godwin as he 
received his award.

To Ms. Ehlers, he said, “I 
have always admired your 
leadership skills,” adding 
that part of her legacy will 
be passage of the $42 million 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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The town is settling for $70,000 with 
a former employee who claims she was 
sexually harassed by her superior before 
being wrongfully terminated. 

Meredith Bailey fi led a complaint in 
Carteret County Superior Court in March 
2019 against the town of Beaufort and 
the town’s Public Works Director Mark 
Eakes and Finance Director Christi 
Wood. In the complaint, Ms. Bailey 
alleges Mr. Eakes, her direct supervi-
sor, sexually harassed her on multiple 
occasions, and she was later terminated 
by Ms. Wood in retaliation of reporting 
the harassment.

Because it involves alleged violations 
of the Civil Rights Act, a federal law, 
the lawsuit was removed to U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of North 
Carolina, where it is pending. With a 
settlement reached between the parties 
involved, the pending litigation will be 
dropped.

The matter of the settlement is includ-
ed on the agenda for the Beaufort Board 
of Commissioners meeting scheduled for 
6 p.m. Monday. The board will consider 
approval of the settlement agreement, 
which includes mutual releases of all 
claims, as well as confi dentiality and 
non-disparagement clauses. 

As part of the settlement, Beaufort 
will pay $70,000, to be split between Ms. 
Bailey and her attorney, plus mediator’s 
fees. The funds will come from the 
Interlocal Risk Financing Fund of North 
Carolina, a municipal risk pool that 
serves as the town’s liability carrier.

According to court documents, Ms. 
Bailey was employed as an administra-
tive assistant in Beaufort’s public works 
and public utilities departments from 
Oct. 3, 2016, to March 31, 2017. Ms. 
Bailey claims from the beginning of her 
employment, Mr. Eakes behavior toward 
her was “very fl irtatious,” eventually es-
calating to “overtly sexual” and demean-
ing conduct.

Ms. Bailey’s complaint contains nu-
merous specifi c examples of Mr. Eakes’ 
alleged harassment, including screen 
shots of sexually-suggestive text mes-
sages allegedly sent by the defendant.     

On Dec. 6, 2016, Ms. Bailey claims 
she complained to then-Town Manager 
Charles Burgess about Mr. Eakes’ be-
havior and was moved to a new location 
and given different job responsibili-
ties as a result. She was placed under 
de-facto supervision of Ms. Wood, who 
later terminated Ms. Bailey for allegedly 
“pretextual,” or false, reasons. 

BY BRAD RICH
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Town commissioners voted 
4-1 Monday night to wait at 
least until their Monday, Dec. 
7 meeting to decide whether 
to approve a fi nancing plan 
to spend $250,000 to buy the 
Lejeune Road landing site of 
the old ferry that ran between 
Cape Carteret and Emerald 
Isle.

The board acted after a 
public hearing, held simul-
taneously in town hall and 
on GoToMeeting, during its 
regular monthly meeting.

Speakers from the Bay-
shore Park neighborhood in 
which Lejeune Road is located 
all opposed the plan to buy the 
land, saying it was too small 
for a boat launch, too close to 
a private neighborhood boat 

launch on the opposite side of 
the canal, too expensive and 
would increase traffi c in the 
neighborhood.

Neighborhood resident 
Wayne Truax gave the board a 
petition he said was signed by 
about 140 people who oppose 
the project.

Residents cited what they 
said are more pressing needs 
in the town and in the Bay-
shore area, such as street 
repairs and drainage improve-
ments.

Curt Sheaffer, who said 
he was a 12-year, full-time 
resident of the area, said, “We 
don’t need another boat ramp 
in our small community. It 
will increase traffi c in a ... 
residential area.”

Wednesday 
Nov. 11

Thursday 
Nov. 12

Friday 
Nov. 13

Saturday 
Nov. 14

Sunday 
Nov. 15

Low 9:46 a.m. 10:48 a.m. 11:45 a.m. 12:41 p.m. 12:38 a.m.
10:13 p.m. 11:02 p.m. 11:50 p.m. -------- 1:34 p.m.

High 3:35 p.m 4:31 a.m. 5:24 a.m. 6:15 p.m 7:06 a.m.

3:57 p.m. 4:52 p.m. 5:45 p.m. 6:36 p.m. 7:27 p.m.

Schoolboardhonorstwooutgoingmembers

‘honor & prIvIlege’

From left, as her daughter Elsa Ehlers and husband Loy Ehlers listen, County Board of Education mem-
ber Melissa Ehlers of Morehead City, holding her granddaughter Townley, 1, thanks former school board 
member June Fulcher for being her mentor. The board honored Ms. Ehlers, who did not seek reelection, 
for her service to the board Wednesday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

From left, County Board of Education member Jake Godwin receives 
a Recognition of Service Award for his four years of service from 
Chairman John McLean on Nov. 4, which was Mr. Godwin’s last 
meeting. (Cheryl Burke photo)

school bond referendum and 
hiring Superintendent Dr. 
Rob Jackson.

As for being on the board, 
Mr. Godwin said, “I’ve en-
joyed being here and work-
ing for all of the students and 
people. It’s been an honor to 
serve this county.”

Ms. Ehlers, too, said she 
has enjoyed her time on the 
board.

“It’s been a real honor and 
privilege to serve here,” said 
Ms. Ehlers, who was joined 
by family members.

She thanked former 
school board member June 
Fulcher, who attended the 
meeting to wish Ms. Ehlers 

well, for her guidance over 
the years.

“I thank Ms. June, who 
has been my mentor through 
all of this,” Ms. Ehlers said. 
“I also want to say thank 
you to all of the students and 
those who supported me.”

Family members with Ms. 
Ehlers were her husband 
Loy, daughter Elsa Ehlers, 
daughter-in-law Lindsay 
Ehlers, and grandchildren 
Piper, 3, and Townley, 1.

Contact Cheryl Burke 
at 252-726-7081, ext. 255; 
email Cheryl@thenewstimes.
com; or follow on Twitter 
@cherylccnt.

Beaufort to pay 
$70K over 
sexual harassment 
claims by former 
employee

Cape Carteret delays vote on land purchase

Cape Carteret commissioners Monday night delayed until at least their Decem-
ber meeting any action on a plan to fi nance purchase of the Lejeune Road 
landing site for a 1950s ferry operation between the town and Emerald Isle. 
(Brad Rich photo)

County Health Department Director 
Stephanie Cannon

Health Director worries 
about increase in 
COVID-19 cases as 
holidays approach 
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